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Networkers Arrive at First Pres &��$������'����� �
Meagan Ber-
gem – Junior 
High 
Meagan was 
born in Delta, 
Colorado, but 
now calls 
Greensburg, 
Indiana home. 
She recently 
completed her 
junior year at 

Taylor University where she is pursu-
ing a major in Christian Educational 
Ministries. One of Meagan’s goals for 
the future is to travel and experience 
God more holistically by spending 
time with, learning from and showing 
Christ’s love to people of all different 
cultures. This summer, she hopes to 
learn and grow while serving others 
through God’s love and strength. 

One of Meagan’s favorite verses 
is Matthew 11:28: Come to me all 
who are weary and burdened for I 
will give you rest. 

 
Mark Jen – 
Junior High 
Mark was born 
and raised in 
Fresno and 
grew up attend-
ing First Pres 
with his fam-
ily. He is the 
son of a 
teacher and a 
chaplain and 
has two older 

sisters. Mark recently graduated from 
Edison High School and is excited 
about spending this summer hanging 
out with the junior high group and his 
host family. Along with being a tal-
ented violin player, Mark speaks Chi-
nese, loves sports and enjoys hiking. 

In his life, Mark desires to grow in 
his understanding of the height, 
width, depth, and length of God’s 
love. 

One of Mark’s favorite verses is 
Micah 7:18-19: “Who is a God like 
you, who pardons sin and forgives 
the transgression of the remnant of 
his inheritance? You do not stay 
angry forever, but delight to show 
mercy. You will again have compas-
sion on us; you will tread our sins 
underfoot and hurl all our iniquities 
into the depths of the sea.” 

 
Gretchen 
Ekstrand – 
Primary/
Junior 
Growing up, 
Gretchen 
dreaded the 
words 
"Where are 
you from?" 

because she truly did not know how 
to answer. As a missionary kid she 
grew up moving between Japan, 
Minnesota and the Philippines.  As 
a result, Gretchen cheers for all 
three teams at the Olympics. She is 
the eldest daughter in her family of 
six and graduated from the Christian 
Academy in Japan in 2009. 
Gretchen recently returned to Japan 
after going to the Torchbearer's Bi-
ble School in Erseke, Albania and 
plans on attending the University of 
St. Thomas in Minnesota this Sep-
tember. One of Gretchen’s hopes for 
the future is to be fluent in Japanese 
and Spanish.  

One of Gretchen’s favorite 
verses is Psalms 51:10-12: Create in 
me a pure heart, O God, and renew 
a steadfast spirit within me. Do not 
cast me from your presence or take 

your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to 
me the joy of your salvation and grant 
me a willing spirit, to sustain me.” 

 
Chris Vorhees 
– High School 
Chris comes to 
us all the way 
from the East 
Coast. He grew 
up in Warren, 
New Jersey 
with his par-
ents and two 
younger broth-

ers. Chris is an incoming senior at 
Wheaton College where he is pursu-
ing a major in political science. He 
loves playing and watching sports of 
any kind and is a hard-core Mets fan. 
Chris is excited about this summer 
and desires to follow God’s plans for 
his life.  

One of Chris’ favorite verses is 2 
Corinthians 4:7-12: But we have this 
treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God 
and not from us. We are hard pressed 
on every side, but not crushed; per-
plexed, but not in despair; perse-
cuted, but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed. We always 
carry around in our body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be revealed in our body. For we 
who are alive are always being given 
over to death for Jesus' sake, so that 
his life may be revealed in our mortal 
body. So then, death is at work in us, 
but life is at work in you. 
 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Networkers Arrive at 
First Pres,  
(Continued from page 1)�

Chantelle 
Schneider – High 
School 
Chantelle, a 
Fresno native, 
moved to Windsor 
California in 
2001. She was 
raised in a Chris-
tian home with 
her parents and 

three brothers. Chantelle was home 
schooled from preschool until high 
school and graduated at age 16. She 
recently graduated from Santa Rosa 
Junior College with a double major in 
Child Development and Humanities 
(American Sign Language) and plans 
to continue on to Fresno State in 
2011.  

Chantelle feels blessed to be a 
part of the Networker program this 
summer and is praying for the high 
school students as she counts down 
the days until the summer begins.  

One of Chantelle’s favorite verses 
is Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart; do not depend on 
your own understanding. Seek his will 
in all you do, and he will show you 
which path to take. 

 
David Bergstrom 
– Primary/Junior 
David grew up 
attending First 
Pres with his par-
ents and two sis-
ters. He graduated 
from Edison High 
School and, after 
studying at Fresno 

City College, plans on attending 
Fresno State this fall. In the future, 
David hopes to become a physical 
therapist. This summer, David is 
looking forward to growing in his 
walk with Christ and getting to 
know the children and families of 
First Pres.  

One of David’s favorite verses 
is Ephesians 4:14-16: Then we will 
no longer be infants, tossed back 
forth by the waves, and blown here 
and there by every wind of teaching 
and by the cunning and craftiness of 
men in their deceitful scheming. 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, 
we will in all things grow up into 
him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
From him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every support-
ing ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does its 
work. 

Worship The Lord &��(�)��������������
When we come to corporate wor-

ship on Sundays, we often arrive and 
find ourselves unprepared. For exam-
ple, for many of us with children, just 
getting everyone dressed, fed, and in 
the car can be an exhausting experi-

ence. Perhaps we left late, 
encountered traffic on the 
drive or someone cut us off 
in a lane change. When these 
things happen we find that 
we might not be as ready for 
worship as we would like. 

However, God is good and He 
draws us into His presence. The pas-
tor and worship leader welcome us — 
they have been preparing during the 
week. Their words and the music help 
us turn our attention to the Lord and 
focus on Him. Listening attentively 
and openly can prepare the soil of our 
hearts to receive the message God has 
for us. God is there in our midst and 
He longs to be in relationship with us. 
When we enter into His presence we 
praise, magnify, and glorify Him for 
who He is and what He has done.  
When we encounter Him we are filled 
with a sense of awe!  

The music teams (choir, worship 
teams, instrumental) that you see up 
front have done some preparation for 
the services. Some are trained musi-
cians; others are not. The one thing 
they have in common, whether vocal 
or instrumental, is that they are will-
ing to offer themselves to His use.  

  They practice their instruments 
or their vocal music together for 
His glory. They make themselves 
available. They try. I think God 
honors that. Alone we might not 
be great soloists, but together we 
can do great things. 

Let’s do some great things this 
summer. There are some opportunities 
coming for you in the next weeks. For 
the men, on Father’s Day we’re inviting 
all men to come at 7:50 am to the sanc-
tuary. We will prepare a song to sing to 
the Lord for both services. I’m seeking 
100 men to sing something cool to the 
Lord. Bring your fathers, grandfathers, 
sons, nephews, uncles, cousins, or 
friends ages 6 and up. I promise you it 
will be easy and worshipful! Just 
come!  Focus not on yourself, but on 
what you can give in praise to the Lord! 

For both men and women ages jun-
ior high and up, there will be a special 
patriotic opportunity on Sunday July 4. 
We will celebrate our country’s 234th 
birthday with music of praise and 
prayer for our country. Our country 
needs godly people to pray and seek the 
Lord’s way. We may be strangers in 
our land, waiting for our heavenly 
home, but while we are here let’s be 
witnesses for our Lord. In 2 Chronicles 
7:14, God says, “if My people, who are 
called by My Name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek My face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.” 

 Music has that ability to touch our 
souls. If we “sing unto the Lord a new 
song” together, we might deeply stir the 
hearts of one another. Rehearsal times 
will be announced soon and I hope 
many people who aren’t normally up 
front will join us. Remember, together 
we can do great things! 

I know that we have experienced 
challenging times recently in our 
church. Yet I believe that our response 
to the difficulties we have faced as a 
congregation must be to worship and 
praise our Lord. I am excited about the 
possibilities in our church for worship 
and music. Remember, together we can 
do great things! Just come! 
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At the top and bottom of the 

stairwells in the Administration 
Building, Susan has placed signs 
(OSHA required, no doubt). They 
say, “Safety First: Please Use the 
Handrail.” They could say, “Please 
use what’s been provided to help 
you make it safely up or down 
these stairs. It might look like you 
can do these easily and all by 
yourself, but many have tripped 
and hurt themselves. So we want 
to remind you that they are here 
for a reason and your safety is the 
reason.” But no one would read all 
of that would they?  

I don’t always use those hand-
rails, but I’m glad they are there. 
Sometimes I need them, really need 
them. In similar manner, some wise 
words that have always been there 
have provided handrail-like help to 
me as I keep seeking to follow Jesus 
in this sorrowful season. I offer 
them to you in hopes that they may 
provide a bit of support to you as 
well and perhaps as an invitation for 
you to share the wise words that 
have served as handrails for you. 

At our April Mission Ministry 
Team Meeting, Bob and Linda Os-
borne shared this quote from a devo-
tional book by Watchman Nee. It is 
for me a powerful and sustaining 
image: 

“To keep our hand on the plow 
while wiping away our tears – 
THAT is Christianity!” 
What an image, and what a way 

to pray for one another! Lord, help 
us to keep our hand to this plow 
while we wipe away our tears. Oh, 
and also, Lord, thank you that there 
is a day when you will wipe away 
all our tears. Every last one of them. 

Those of you who were at 
Women’s Conference last fall may 
remember this next one. I woke up 
one morning recently reflecting on 
some of Eugene Peterson’s wise 
words from A Long Obedience in 

the Same Direction.  They come 
from the chapter entitled Joy, a 
reflection on Psalm 126.  

“The hard work of sowing seed 
in what looks like perfectly 
empty earth has, as every 

farmer 
knows, a 
time of 
harvest.  
All suf-
fering, 
all pain, 

all emptiness, all 
disappointment is 
seed; sow it in God 
and He will, finally, 
bring a crop of joy 
from it.” 
I sure know what 

sowing that seed of dis-
appointment and pain produces 
when I sow it in my own sorrow 
and sadness. And so I keep asking 
Jesus to help me, show me, teach 
me how to sow it all in Him. All of 
it. Joy is such a better fruit, even if 
I don’t know how long it will take 
for the crop to come in.  

“The Psalm does not give us 
this joy as a package or as a 
formula … It introduces us to 
the way of discipleship, which 
has consequences in joy. It en-
courages us in the way of faith 
to both experience and share 
joy. It tells the story of God’s 
acts, which put laughter into 
people’s mouths and shouts on 
their tongues. It repeats the 
promises of a God who accom-
panies his wandering, weeping 
children until they arrive 
home, exuberant, ‘with arm-
loads of blessing.’ It an-
nounces the existence of a peo-
ple who assemble to worship 

God and disperse to live God’s 
glory, whose lives are bordered 
on one side by a memory of 
God’s acts and the other side by 
hope in God’s promises, and 
who along with whatever else is 
happening are able to say, at the 
center,  
‘We are one happy people’” 
God is with us— He accompa-

nies His wandering, weeping chil-
dren. And our lives are bordered, 
hemmed in, framed by the memory 

of God’s acts and by 
hope in His promises. 
What great handrails: 
Memory and Hope.  
So, please use, and 
share, the handrails God 
has provided for you. 
We have need of them 
and we have need of 
each other, whether we 
know it or not.  

Session Briefs 
&��#�����*��������
Accounting Results: 
April highlights included: 
* Giving as of 4/30/10 

was 10 per cent below 
budget. 

* Spending as of 4/30/10 was 3.61 
per cent below budget. 

* As of 4/30/10, cash available for 
operations is estimated at 3 months 
of budgeted spending. 

 
Important Dates: 
* Congregational meeting to receive 

the report of Session regarding 
Staffing decisions and care for the 
Evans Family is called for 6/6/10 in 
the sanctuary immediately follow-
ing second service. 

* All Church Picnic is scheduled for 
6/6/10 at Woodward Park. 

* Satellite Sunday trip to Sequoia 
National Park is scheduled for 
6/12/10. 



Pastor Jamie was an amazing 
man. 
The darkest downtown room 
Lit up with his smile. 
His hand covered mine 
Like the ocean over a boulder. 
He treated me like an adult, 
And engaged me in warm 
conversation. 
 
His stories blossomed, 
And bloomed into a humor-
ous message. 
His voice carried over his 
church on Sundays. 
A church he loved dearly. 
 
His robes flowed over his 
hands 
Like a brook as gentle as he. 
When he baptized babies, he 
held them close to his chest, 
And said, “You beloved child 
of Christ,” 
Grinning like a proud new 
father. 
 
Many a gloomy face 
Left his presence overjoyed. 
His wife and children 
Were as vital as water to him. 
 
Sadly though, this graceful 
butterfly lost its wings 
And could no longer fly. 
He was so young. 
It was so early. 
 
And though he is not here 
To comfort me now 
I am comforted 
Motivated 
And Influenced 
By the time he was here.  

Pastor Jamie—  
A Poem 
&��+�������������
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Making Rainbows &��*������,��-�
heaven? We need water for rain-
bows to form so if there are no 
large bodies of water, will there 
still be clouds and rain? I cross 
reference and search the Scrip-
tures and read Revelation 4:3 de-
scribing God’s throne; “And the 
one who sat there had the appear-
ance of jasper and carnelian. A 
rainbow, resembling an emerald 
encircled the throne.”  

That leads me to Ezekiel 1:28, 
“Like the appearance of a rainbow 
in the clouds on a rainy day, so was 
the radiance around Him. This was 
the appearance of the likeness of the 
glory of the Lord.” There it is! The 
glory surrounding God will have the 
appearance of a rainbow, like one 
we have never seen. There WILL be 
rainbows in heaven. 

As I have reflected on the seas 
and storms and rainbows I saw on 
Kauai, and thought about the storms 
that have blown in and through our 
church this past spring I take com-
fort in God’s beautiful visual aid, 
the rainbow, not only as a symbol of 
His promises, but a preview of the 
unimaginable beauty of heaven. 

Heaven! When did you last read 
the descriptions of the new heaven 
and the new earth, and God’s glori-
ous presence upon His throne? Start 
with Revelation 21 and 22, and then 
read how God on His throne is de-
scribed in Revelation 4 and Ezekiel 
1:25-28.  

Try to let your imagination take 
you to new heights as you picture 
our future eternal dwelling place 
with God. What do you see? I am 
reminded of a song written by Chil-
dren’s Pastor, musician and speaker, 
Dean Lies, “Dean-O” from one of 
his CDs, God City. 

God City takes children on a 
journey to understand the reality of 

(Continued on page 5) 

During a recent vacation on 
the Hawaiian island of Kauai I sat 
out on our lanai and watched 
storm after storm blow across the 
ocean and on to shore. The clouds 
clustered into towering columns 
far out at sea, gathering momen-
tum as they neared the island, 
growing gray and heavy with 
moisture.  

As they drew closer, sheets of 
rain could be seen underneath and 
within minutes the “healing rain,” 
as the islanders call it, would en-
velop me. 

I watched entranced as each 
storm rolled in, clouds forming 
and parting, rain breaking over the 
point upon which our condo sat. 
Below me, the surf tumbled and 
broke in rhythmic waves like a 
natural metronome keeping a 
steady beat.  

As the afternoon sun lowered 
in the west, its light began to re-
flect in the sheets of rain, forming 
a string of breathtaking rainbows. 
One after another they took shape, 
beautiful arcs of color moving to-
wards me then diffusing into soft 
light as they passed overhead. 

Am I catching a glimpse of the 
new heaven and new earth, I won-
dered? The book of Revelation, 
chapters 21 and 22, describe what 
our eternal home will be like. The 
first thing it says is that there will 
no longer be any sea.  

Will there be rainbows in 
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some of their responses.  
He asked, “What will you do 

when you see God?” One child 
said, “When I see God, He will 
make a rainbow for me and He’s 
gonna show me how to make one, 
too!” As Kinsolving says, we will 
each have creative, purposeful 
lives in heaven. Why would there 
not be a job for this little girl as 
“Director of Rainbow Creations?”  

Have YOU ever thought about 
what your job might be in heaven? 
The possibilities unfold endlessly 
as you dwell on the beauty, pur-
pose and creativity of the God 
who made you. 

Kinsolving also asked, “What 
will heaven look like?” Here are 
some of the responses; peaceful, 
never see darkness again, no fight-
ing, everybody is happy. And this 
lovely thought, “Heaven will be 
like the dream I always wanted to 
dream.”  

Perhaps the most delightful 
responses were to the question, 
“What will you do on your first 
day in heaven?” Said one little 
girl, “I will give God a big hug, go 
say ‘hi’ to all the people in Bible 
times, then I will ask Him every-
thing I ask my parents that they 
can’t answer!”  

Other children replied, “I will 

ride the angels…play tetherball with 
the angels…dance with God…ride 
on the clouds…plant sunflowers 
everywhere…skip along the golden 
path.” 

What do you think? Shall we 
take our eyes off the storms and 
make some rainbows? Can we re-
lease our tense shoulders, relax our 
furrowed brows and ride on the 
clouds for just a little while? God is 
on His throne and there is a new 
heaven and a new earth awaiting us. 
Hear what our Lord says to us: 

He who was seated on the 
throne said, ‘I am making eve-
rything new!...I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End. To him who is 
thirsty I will give to drink with-
out cost…”  
—Revelation 21:5-6 
Come skip along the golden 

path with me! 

heaven and how to get there. The 
song, “New Color Craze” was writ-
ten in response to an inquisitive 
fourth grade girl’s question, “Are 
there going to be new colors in 
heaven?” Has your grown-up mind 
EVER asked that question? 

What a great concept to ponder 
in the midst of the storms of life! 
Dean-O writes, “…this was the 
most brilliant question I was ever 
asked about heaven. Children ask 
because they believe, and I was sure 
that this child had the right idea.” 
The lyrics read in part: 

When you think of all the colors 
in the rainbow of your mind  
Don’t forget that God has saved 
His very best for kingdom time.  
Just imagine all the brilliance 
when you think you’ve seen it 
all 
In the holiest of cities we will 
gaze upon the color free-for-all! 
Come with me on an imagina-

tion exploration and let’s cast off 
our burdens and revel in the first 
moments we will experience when 
we arrive in heaven. What will it 
look like? Will there be indescrib-
able colors? What is YOUR favorite 
color; how would you describe it if 
it was enhanced by God’s “color 
free-for-all?”  

I love yellow, and right now I 
“see” brilliant, lemony, shimmery 
color exploding with streaks of 
light. The streaks have lots of rain-
bow-like parts to them and ….you 
know, I could go on and on. This is 
fun! 

What else shall we think about 
together? Author and columnist 
Carey Kinsolving, writer of Kids 
Talk About God, has written a 
wealth of articles on his website, 
KidsTalkAboutGod.org. In his re-
search he has asked children ques-
tions about heaven and here are 

Rainbows:  
(Continued from page 4) 

Ann Lundy Bacigalupi was born in Steamboat Springs, Colorado in 1925. 
Not liking Colorado winters, the Lundy family moved to Winton and then 
LeGrand, California. The move, in the 1930’s, was done the emigrant-train 
style which included the transport of cattle, machinery, as well as household 
goods. 

Ann graduated from LeGrand High School as well as  Modesto Junior 
College and Business College. In 1948 she married Bob Bacigalupi in 
Merced. They were members of Central Presbyterian Church and Ann served 
as a deacon there. 

Ann and Bob moved to Fresno in 1969 and joined First Presbyterian in 
1971. She and Bob were members of the Enterprise Mariners Fellowship. 
Ann retired from a career as a service representative with the U.S. Social Se-
curity Administration. Ann was active in several organizations including 
Daughters of the Nile, Eastern Star and Red Hat Ladies. She has two daugh-
ters, Maryann Henner of Sacramento and Barbara Amerine of Clovis. 

Deacons’ Corner &��"�
���.������
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The deadline for the July/
August Challenger is Friday, July 
2. It will be mailed out on July 14. 
Please contact Daphne Saul by call-
ing her at 252-4064, or e-mailing 
her at daphne4926@sbcglobal.net. 
You may also leave articles in the 
newsletter box in the church office. 

 
 The deadline for “A Place for 

You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or 
staff@fpcfresno.org and put Cheryl 
Eaker’s name in the subject box. 
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