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Hard Is OK By Jamie Evans  

Therefore, as God’s chosen peo-
ple, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kind-
ness, humility, gentleness and pa-
tience. Bear with each other and for-
give whatever grievances you may 
have against one another. Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you. And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity. 
(Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV) 

It matters little to me whether you 
defend our war in Iraq or are against 
it. As a pastor I am tutored to leave 
such matters of personal political 
opinion to your own diligence and 
will. But it matters the world to me 
why you are for or against it. 

If we oppose the Iraqi war be-
cause it is hard or if we were for it 
earlier because it appeared to be easy 
and a done deal, then there is much to 
say on the matter. We Americans of-
ten believe erroneously that success 
in the short term equates to moral ap-
propriateness and that those things 
that are fraught with struggle must be 
somehow wrongheaded. 

How often have I seen a young 
couple break off a romance because 
“it just shouldn’t be this tough!” I 
watch each of them throw away their 
many lessons and struggles and go off 
looking for someone who is easier to 
get along with. eHarmony.com is a 
dating service that looks at 37 levels 
of compatibility. Founded by a Fuller 
theology professor, it aims to place in 
marriage those who broadly and spe-
cifically agree, and thus are compati-
ble.  

Yet what of those relationships 
born of complementation, where 
one’s strengths mirror the weaknesses 
of the other? For some couples, deep 
wells of understanding, forbearance 
and respect are built from difference. 

This is the human forge where con-
flict ore becomes the iron of charac-
ter and real charity. Many a success-
ful marriage in this church would 
never pass the eHarmony test.  

Ease as a moral compass point 
looks suspicious to me.  In the same 
way I question a politician telling 
me that this tax hike is “temporary.” 
Both smack of intentional igno-
rance. 

Still there are those core beliefs 
where each marriage and church 
must find real agreement. The foun-
dation of belief in the Lord Christ, 
similar moral actions taken from a 
Biblical ethic, and a staunch hold 
upon commitment in all circum-
stances must not be matters of dif-
ference. 

Our church now enters a season 
of building and a time to hold to real 
unity: our physical plant is soon to 
be turned upside down with con-
struction and innumerable choices 
from paint color to classroom dispo-
sition. Meanwhile, our ethic of 
evangelism is being challenged radi-
cally by a new pastoral team led by 
Greg Ehlert. 

Both of these shifts will be dif-
ficult. We have seen a real influx of 
conversions and rededications, even 
among our rank and file who have 
been among us for decades. What 
does this mean about how we have 
assumed to do ministry? Perhaps 

personal discipleship should be em-
phasized before a host of activities are 
promoted.  

Are our people too distracted by 
busyness from the real work of the 
faith, knowing Christ and His inti-
mate will for our lives while living 
secured in His love and our place in 
eternity with Him? These challenges 
will stretch our unity, and force 
changes in ministry direction. We 
may be entering the era of Hard and a 
season of Struggle.  

The Holy Spirit has brought us a 
messy time, where we will have to be 
forbearing of one another, patient in 
change and open to the Spirit’s call-
ing if evangelism is to move to the 
next level. But being hard doesn’t 
make it wrong. So next time you trip 
over a paint can, or have to move past 
a scaffold, or sit through another 
evangelical call to faith that forces us 
to ask difficult questions, remember 
that easy and right are not synonyms 
and that hard and healthy can be well 
put together.  

I smell change in the spiritual air; 
change takes energy and can be diffi-
cult. Yet without such change we 
would become stagnant, dust covered 
and lose our edge. 
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Oprah Winfrey. Queen Latifah. 
Jessye Norman. Wynton Marsalis. 
Kathleen Battle. Eastman School of 
Music. Juilliard School of Music. Yale 
University. Lincoln Center. “60 Min-
utes.” “Good Morning America.” What 
do these people, places, and programs 
have in common? Collectively, they 
have been a part of the lives of four 
Christian musicians coming to First 
Pres on October 12. 

Who are these musicians? David 
Berry, piano; Omar Butler, trumpet; 
Chelsea Chen, organ; and Ernestine 
Guzman, soprano all have studied at the 
Juilliard School of Music, where they 
met and were involved in the Juilliard 
Christian Fellowship. They not only 
became good friends but, more impor-
tantly, also discovered their common 
goal of glorifying the Lord with the 
talents and gifts He had given each one. 
Their primary interest is in faithful ser-
vice to Jesus Christ through their mu-
sic. This includes much diligent study, 
practice, and performances. Let us meet 
them:  
David Berry 

Dave, a native 
of Syracuse, 
New York, 
earned his 
bachelor’s de-
gree in piano 
performance 
from the Juil-
liard School, 
his master’s 
degree in piano 
performance 

from the Eastman School of Music, and  
is presently a doctoral student at Julli-
ard. 
William Omar Lateef Butler  
Known as 
“Omar,” he 
plays classical 
and jazz trum-
pet, earning his 
bachelor’s de-
gree from Juil-
liard and his 
master’s degree 
from Yale Uni-
versity. He has 

performed with world-renown trum-
pet player Wynton Marsalis and so-
prano Kathleen Battle, has played in 
Carnegie Hall, and is a regular soloist 
with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. 
Chelsea Chen 

Chelsea, from 
San Diego, 
California, 
began organ 
lessons at the 
age of fifteen 
and received 
her bachelor’s 
and master’s 
degrees from 
Juilliard. Her 
activities and 

accomplishments have included re-
cording a CD, performing at Lincoln 
Center, composing and performing in 
Taiwan as a United States Fulbright 
Scholar. She is currently pursuing an 
Artist Diploma in organ at Yale Insti-
tute of Sacred Music. 
Ernestine Guzman  
Ernestine has 
performed as a 
soloist with 
The Girls’ 
Choir of Har-
lem at their 
1997 Lincoln 
Center debut. 
Her appear-
ances include 
the television 
program, “60 
Minutes” with The Girls’ Choir of 
Harlem, on the Oprah Winfrey’s An-
gel Network, “Good Morning Amer-
ica,” Queen Latifah’s Children’s 
Christmas Special, and two appear-
ances on Jessye Norman’s 
“Christmas-on-the-Hudson” galas. 
However, Ernestine is still actively 
involved in the music program at the 
church her father pastors in the 
Bronx. 

So what is the connection be-
tween these artists and First Pres? 
Honni Smith, a member of our church 
family, together with her late husband 
Bob, are the “grandparents” of Chel-
sea Chen, and through her have be-

come personal friends with the others. 
All four artists are presenting a joint 
concert at First Pres this October 12 as 
a joyful tribute to Bob, who died sud-
denly from a heart attack a year ago. 
Bob not only loved these musicians but 
also reveled in the high caliber of their 
abilities and their humble Christ-like 
attitudes. 

Rarely do we in the Central Valley 
have four musicians of this caliber in 
the same place at the same time with 
such a diversity of instruments and 
abilities ranging from classical to jazz. 
Even more rarely have we ever had 
such musicians also be such dedicated 
Christians. Ego and self-centeredness 
are not a part of the picture here. They 
perform because they want to share the 
joy of music with others to the glory of 
God. They do not preach the gospel 
with words at their concerts, but with 
their music. 

We encourage you to use this con-
cert as an opportunity to invite friends 
and family who may not usually attend 
church but who do appreciate live mu-
sic. The diversity of instruments and 
music should prove to be of interest to 
all age groups, so children are welcome 
as well. The piano and organ will be 
moved to the center of the chancel for 
the best viewing by the audience.  

There is no admission charge for 
the concert, but a retiring offering 
will be available for those wishing to 
donate to our fund for the upkeep 
and maintenance of our pipe organ. 
A reception in the Fellowship Hall 
will follow the concert. 

Postcard-sized fliers with the con-
cert information will be available in the 
narthex and in the office as handouts to 
others. Please mark your calendars now 
for this exciting event. 

Chelsea Chen And Julliard Friends In Concert By Connie Ellen-

Friday October 12, 2007 
7:30 P.M. 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

1540 M Street, Fresno 
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process God’s journey for them, de-
velop servant leadership, and meet new 
people from all over the place. Through 
short-term teams, God has brought 
some new relationships that I look for-
ward to building into, something I’m 
learning more about from Shannon. 
 
Shan: Ministry comes in a different 
fashion for me here as many of my rela-
tionships were made over time by sim-
ply sharing life. I have come to know 
women who are business owners, moth-
ers, girl friends, and youth simply 
through the days spent hanging out in 
the community. Time moves slowly 
and being present is the loudest way to 
communicate your faith and life. God 
has allowed some amazing conversa-
tions to take place while we sat on the 
beach, had couples over to our house 
for dinner, or ran through town. He has 
taught me that opportunities for sharing 
my faith happen in His timing and with 
His creativity. Having lunch with a 
friend turns into reading through the 
entire book of Revelation, and leaving 
her with the Bible to continue to seek 
out the truth about God and the love He 
has for her.   

Last Friday night we talked about 
unity and one of the kids confessed 
openly how he has excluded people 
and chooses not to anymore. It has 
been exciting to be a part of the ele-
mentary growth process of these 
young adults. What would have hap-
pened, when they were younger, if 
they had known something like Kids 
Church and someone like Shannon to 
teach them about the love of God? 
 
Shan: Kid’s Church has been one of 
the most evident ways I have seen 

God’s hand move during my 
time here in Puerto Viejo. I 
have watched our program 
grow from 15 kids to 45 as 
we adopted the AWANA 
program in January, and 
have seen local leaders rise 
up to take on the responsibil-
ity of leading kids as young 
as 2 and as old as 14 in the 
ways of the Lord. Our kids 
are memorizing Bible verses, 
singing songs, and learning 
about prayer, and each Sun-
day you can see the traces of 
what God is doing in this 
small town as you watch 

children in brightly colored AWANA 
shirts walk home. Through Kid’s 
Church God has allowed me to form 
incredible relationships with the chil-
dren as well as their parents. He has 
even helped improve my Spanish. 
Thank God for His aid in that! 
 
Phil:  Of the two of us, Shannon has 
definitely improved more in Spanish. 
Thank goodness I have found a place 
working with the many English-
speaking short-term teams that come 
down to serve along side us to help 
Alternative Missions reach its long-
term goals. I have met people from all 
over the United States who have 
come to serve God and love others. 
The position is a catch-all in that it 
includes finances, construction, hospi-
tality, and some teaching. Here in the 
heart of short-term teams is where I 
feel my gifts are most utilized. I think 
it’s a combination of helping people 

Thankful in Costa Rica By Phil and Shannon Ogilvie 

Before we begin sharing about the 
past eleven months and the many ways 
God has blessed and matured us, we 
want to thank the congregation of First 
Presbyterian Church, Fresno. When 
preparing to describe experiences to 
you at home, Phil and I began a conver-
sation that resulted in what you now 
read. Come, pull up a chair, and see a 
closer picture of our lives here in 
Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica. 
 
Shan: Remember when we first came 
to Puerto Viejo? I remember walking 
up to the Concrete Jungle 
Skate Park and seeing all 
these strong, athletic teen-
agers flying through the air 
on skate boards and think-
ing to myself “How on 
earth am I going to be used 
here? I don’t skate, I don’t 
surf, and most of our kids 
are teenage boys!” But I 
knew that this was the min-
istry God planned for us: 
Alternative Missions, 
which involves operating a 
skate park, aiding in plant-
ing house churches, and 
ministering to the children 
of the area through Kid’s Church. 
Eleven months later I still don’t skate 
but I have bruises to prove I have tried, 
and our youth are now friends. As far 
as our teenage boys are concerned, Phil 
has managed to find his place among 
them and has earned their respect as a 
leader, a teacher, and a friend. But that 
is for Phil to share. 
 
Phil: After eleven months of ministry I 
have been christened with a new name. 
I am now called “Flaco Phil” which 
although it means “Skinny Phil” (and 
maybe a little more harsh) it means I’m 
accepted. It took ten months! I have 
become the youth speaker on Friday 
nights at the skate park and we have 
been talking about the realities of life 
here in Puerto Viejo and the light that 
these kids can be. The big realization 
that these kids are grabbing is that they 
are not alone. They not only have God 
to help them but they have each other. 

Child Praying at 
Kids’ Church 
(www.alternative mis-
sions.com) 

New Members! 

Koby and Stacy Johns 
Koby is a Fresno City Firefighter, while 
Stacy is a full-time mom. They have 
two children, Isabella and Gabriel. The 
family loves hiking, gardening, playing 
music, skiing, and biking. They were 
invited by many friends and found 
more friends when they came to First 
Pres. 
Please welcome Koby and Stacy, and  
see page 5 for more new members. 
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Where Are The Crayons? by Marcie York 

Recently Corrie and I spent a 
morning with two Children’s Ministry 
colleagues from another church, shar-
ing vision, philosophy and laughter 
over the quirkiness that is unique to our 
calling. One of our friends asked me to 
describe our church’s philosophy on 
children attending Sunday worship 
services instead of a “children’s 
church” designed especially for them.  

I pictured Sunday mornings in our 
sanctuary; families intermingled 
throughout, children tugging on par-
ent’s sleeves, parents bending their 
heads to listen, while gently quieting 
fidgeting bodies. I reflected with joy on 
how they are welcomed and encour-
aged to be part of the worship life of 
our church.  

Since that meeting I have thought 
often about the value of children at-
tending Sunday worship and I have 
also been trying to “see” our worship 
services through the eyes of children. 

Erma Bombeck, author and humor-
ist, wrote this observation about chil-
dren in church: “The inside of a house 
of worship must be the most confusing 
place ever to a child. There’s water that 
you can’t play in, books without pic-
tures, and mysterious doors that no one 
ever opens. You’re never allowed to 
see what’s behind you, and the only 
thing you have to play with is your 
tongue—and that’s punishable by se-
vere pinching.” I wonder, is that what it 
feels like to be a child sitting through a 
worship service? 

What do children think about while 
we sing songs, pray, and listen to the 
sermon? One three-year-old remarked 
during her first visit to worship, “It’s 
very nice, but where do they keep the 
crayons?” An eight-year-old girl sighed 
and wiggled through half the sermon, 
then whispered to her mother, “Mom, 
does this guy get paid to do this?” The 
mother smiled and nodded yes. Ten 
more minutes passed and the pastor 
showed no signs of concluding. The 
girl tugged at her mother’s sleeve and 
whispered, “How much?” 

The Old Testament tells us that 
whenever God’s people assembled to-

gether to hear his Word children were 
there!  In Joshua 8, the people gath-
ered for the reading of the words of 
the law. Joshua 8:34-35 states that the 
“whole assembly of Israel, including 
the women and children…” were pre-
sent. Children were also included 
when the whole assembly of Israel 
prayed together. 

2 Chronicles 20:5-13 describes 
Jehoshaphat’s prayer as a vast army 
from Edom was coming against the 
people. Verse 13 tells us that “All the 
men of Judah, with their wives and 
children and little ones stood there 
before the Lord.” Children partici-
pated in the Israelites’ corporate wor-
ship gatherings where the importance 
of hearing and heeding God’s Word 
was modeled for them. 

Now let’s fast-forward to today’s 
church culture. Why is it important 
for children to join the congregation 
in worship? 

Children learn what worship is 
and how to worship in “spirit and 
truth” (John 4:24) in the context of 
Sunday morning church. As they par-
ticipate in singing, praying and listen-
ing to the spoken Word, children are 
enriched by the beauty of art and mu-
sic as they are used to express human 
responses of praise to God. They be-
gin to understand that God may use 
the worship experience to touch their 
thoughts and wills to choose to con-
form to His purposes. 

Consistent participation in church 
worship also develops a lifelong pat-
tern of commitment to a local body. It 
builds memories of shared experi-
ences of Christian community which 
hold the child in good stead in later 
years. When attending church ser-
vices on Sunday becomes a habit as 
natural as breathing, children are less 
likely to “turn off” during their teen-
age years.  

The Barna Group research on 
churches in America has shown that 
nearly 75 percent of young people 
abandon their faith after the age of 
25, and only 10 percent of Christians 
surveyed say they chose to follow 

God after the age of 18. 
So, how does the church respond 

to the very real challenge of helping 
fidgety, distracted children learn to 
worship in spirit and truth? 
���� ���������� ���������� ���������� ������ Saturday night and Sun-

day morning as the beginning of 
the church worship experience. If 
you have children in the home, lay 
out clothes, Bibles and breakfast 
makings in advance. If you do not 
have children in the home, pray in 
advance for heart preparation for 
the entire church family, that the 
Holy Spirit will have fertile “soil” 
with which to work during worship 
services. 

�������������������� a children’s bulletin and help 
children understand the meaning 
behind the elements of Sunday 
worship. Help them listen to the 
sermon content and draw a picture 
describing what they have heard. 

	��
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� your arms and hearts to the chil-
dren around you and give them 
good solid memories of corporate 
involvement in worship. Help them 
to have a positive experience that 
will hold them steady when later 
they are tempted to fall away. 

�������������������� for the little ones around you to 
understand, at their level, how God 
wants to mold them into strong 
men and women who will follow 
after Him with all their hearts. 

����	������	������	������	�� . and consider the powerful 
torch bearers of truth those curious 
little minds and wiggly little bodies 
will be in the future as we wel-
come them and model authentic 
worship to them this Sunday. 
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As a staff, we are reading a 
book that is challenging me 
deeply. One of the themes is 
about experiencing authentic life 
change as a result of our relationship 
with Jesus. I struggle here because I 
know that often change is uncomfort-
able. 

I also know that the change that the 
book talks about is extra scary because 
it is change based in faith, which usu-
ally means following God’s leading 
down a curvy path with lots of blind 
spots where I will have to actually trust 
Him. Yikes! Then I am forced to look 
at the scripture that talks about choos-
ing not to be lukewarm (Rev. 3:16), 
prompting me to start on the curvy path 
once more. 

What I am challenged by more than 
anything as I continue my reading is the 
simplicity of the call Jesus made to us. 
He basically asks us to believe in Him 
and tell others about Him, or in church 
language, to evangelize those around 
us. The word evangelism is intimidat-
ing to most of us, but all it means is “to 
tell.” God doesn’t require persuasion 
from us, just telling. The Holy Spirit is 
powerful and can use our human at-
tempts to tell others about him. 

Analyzing my own family, work, 
and community life and the authentic 
change happening (or not), I found my-
self wondering if what I am commis-
sioned to do at church is worthwhile. 
Then it occurred to me in a new way 
that some of the people who don’t 
know God yet and who need to be 

evangelized are right here 
in our own church, some 
of them coming every 
Sunday. I am talking about 
the littlest ones. I can’t 
assume that all the chil-
dren under age twelve in 
our church will grow to 
trust and follow Jesus. My 
job is to tell them. Whew! 

That is an overwhelming task, consid-
ering the number of children between 
birth and twelve in our church has at 
least doubled in the past three years. 
So, I can’t tell them all by myself. 
They need to be told by the commu-
nity around them. And, they need to 
be told often. 

So, here it is, the pitch! I NEED 
YOUR HELP! Please, risk being au-
thentically changed in your faith this 
year. Come help me tell these people 
among us about the only truth they 
need to live. Let’s make it a priority 
together. Listed below are the specific 
job areas we need to fill: 

 
9:40 Sunday School hour 
*Teachers for 2  and 3 year olds OR 4  

and 5 year olds (every other month) 
*Teachers for elementary rotation 

(every other month) 
 
11:00 Second service 
*Teachers for 2 and 3 year olds 

(every other month) 
*Teachers for Children’s Church, K-2 

grades (once a month) 
 
 To be community to these chil-

dren, please  call Corrie, 441-1942 or 
Marcie, 485-6460. Or e-mail them at 
staff@fpcfresno.org, and put Marcie’s 
or Corrie’s name in the subject box. 

How Will You 
Be Commu-
nity? By Corrie 

Session Summary By Scott McCallum 

As many of you know, God has 
anointed Phillip Prassad to conduct a 
ministry to the untouchables of India. 
As a result tens of thousands have ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as their personal 
Lord and Savior. Phil has a vision of 
establishing a university, in which un-
touchables will have an opportunity to 

obtain higher education and qualify 
for positions outside the types of labor 
that they are currently forced to do. 
Session is praying to determine if God 
has a role for First Pres in this vision. 

Session is continuing to meet to-
gether in prayer to fully understand 
the current condition of our denomina-

tion. We want to discern God’s will for 
the PCUSA, and His role for us in 
standing firm on His Word and holding 
our denomination accountable. 

Elders are also calling on God to 
reveal His plan for each ministry team 
over the next five years. Please pray for 
the PCUSA and our Session to discern 
God’s plan. 

Giving as of 7/31/07 was below 
budget by 9.68 percent, and spending as 
of 7/31/07 was also below budget by 9 
percent. As of 7/31/07, our cash re-
serves for operations are now less than 
one month of budgeted spending. The 
elders have been asked to review their 
ministry teams’ budgets for the remain-
der of the year to see where we can cut 
expenses. Please pray. First and fore-
most, thank God for His faithfulness 
and His perfect will. Pray also that God 
will reveal His will to the elders as they 
review their budgets, as we are confi-
dent that God will provide the perfect 
measurement of manna for His minis-
tries at First Pres. 

New Members! Continued from 
page 3 

Stephanie Olson 
Stephanie is a full-time mother, and her 
husband Eric is in property manage-
ment. They have two daughters, Emily 
and Avery. Stephanie enjoys reading 
and being with friends. She has been 
coming to First Pres for thirteen years, 
and she has attended more consistently 
for the last four years. She is the daugh-
ter of Mark and Lois May.  Pastor Ja-
mie baptized both of their daughters. 
Other new member profiles will appear 
in future newsletters. Let’s join in a big 
welcome for all new members. 
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 The deadline for the October 

Challenger is September 21 at 
5:00 p.m. It will be mailed out Oc-
tober 4. The deadline for the An-
nual Report is December 31. 
Please submit articles to newsletter 
box in church office. Or, call 
Daphne Saul at 252-4064. 

 
 The deadline for “A Place for 

You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or 
staff@fpcfresno.org and put Cheryl 
Eaker’s name in the subject box. 
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Rev. James Evans, Senior Pastor 
Rev. David Abdo, Executive Pastor 
Rev. Lana Roberts, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Paul Armstrong, Pastor to the Congregation 
Rev. Thomas Parsons, Pastor Emeritus 
 
Craig Blodgett, Assistant Youth Director 
Dr. Julie Carter , Coordinator, Worship  and Music  
Greg Ehlert, Youth Director 
Susan Glover, Administrator 
Terry Jaurena, Mission Director 
Corrie Sands, Birth-Pre K Children’s Director 
Marcie York, K-6 Children’s Director 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Editor: Daphne Saul 
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paula 
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple 
 
If you would like to send an e-mail to any staff 
member at First Pres, please address it to: 
staff@fpcfresno.org and include the name of the 
staff member in the subject box. 
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September 9  PROMOTION for preschool (ages 2-5) and K-6th 

grades! Preschool: downstairs in the Treasure Chest 
all three hours K-4th grades meet in the Media Room 
(102) at 9:40 for worship, then move to rotation rooms. 
Children are picked up in the Media room at 10:40. 
5th-6th grades meet in room 201 9:40-10:40  

 
September 12  AWANA begins, 6:45-8:15, Wednesday evenings. Clubs 

for 3 year olds (2 years from Kindergarten) through 
6th grade. 

 
September 23 Kindergarten Blessing at 8:30 and 11:00 worship ser-

vices. 
 
Every Monday  Morning play group for preschoolers and moms. 

Schedules available in preschool Sunday School rooms. 
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