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Information Versus Formation by Greg Ehlert  

With the advent of the Internet, 
the “ Information Age” is upon us. 
Let your mind go anywhere. 
“Google-it”  and you can find more 
information about your topic, con-
cern or idea than you could have 
asked for or imagined. If there is 
anything we aren’ t lacking in to-
day’s society is a lack of informa-
tion. 

Information can be good or 
bad; efficacious or destructive. 
Nonetheless, we live in a society 
that honors, celebrates and almost 
i dol i zes peopl e who are 
“ information sponges.”  The more 
you know about an ever-growing 
variety of topics, the more 
“valued”  you are in social and pro-
fessional circles.  

Knowing information, having 
names for ideas, cognitive struc-
tures for problems and well-
calculated strategies help us feel 
we’ re in control. Information can 
be a wonderful gift and we ought 
to thank God for the information 
He’s given to us but we shouldn’ t 
think that information, in and of 
itself, is the ultimate goal of our 
lives. 

The concern I have about in-
formation is that it should never be 
the “end”  or goal for the Christian. 
A relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ is the goal, which is 
eternal life (John 17:3). If we 
recognize that information is 
only a piece of the puzzle, we 
will recognize that there’s a lot 
more to life than having the 
“ right”  answer.  

When we look at Jesus’  
teaching, we’ re amazed by how 
many lessons he gave in an indi-
rect, subversive manner through 
parables. Parables are not meant 
to give a “one-to-one”  or “direct 
transfer”  of information from the 
teacher to the pupil. Instead, par-
ables act more like grenades in 
the soul as they get past our de-
fenses and wait for the right time 
to explode. 

In working with young peo-
ple, I’ve recognized that infor-
mation which falls on a “ full-
soul”  doesn’ t take root. It’s actu-
ally quite easy for me to put to-
gether an “ information-rich”  les-
son and deliver it to the students 
on a Sunday morning or 
Wednesday night meeting. When 
I teach this way, I often notice 
that if I ask the students what I 
taught the week before, they’ve 
all but forgotten. 

Jesus knew that it wasn’ t  
“spoon-fed”  truth that would ulti-
mately result in a transformed 
life. The Pharisees, the kings of 
“ information-rich”  systems, were 
the recipients of Jesus’  harshest 
words and criticism. No, Jesus 
said, “He who has ears, let him 
hear.”   

Somehow, the reality of our 
hearts is that we’ re made to be in 

relationship with God and one an-
other. It’s more than just informa-
tion. 

We intuitively know this. Can 
you imagine a marriage that is 
simply an exchange of objective 
information? It might qualify as a 
“business relationship”  but that’s 
about it. There would be no inti-
macy. Relationships are about the 
organic, formational give-and-take 
that comes from speaking, listen-
ing and integrating. 

When we gather together on 
Sunday mornings or in Bible stud-
ies during the week, are we simply 
hungry for more information, or 
are we interested in being trans-
formed by the living God?  

We must admit to ourselves 
that information alone is not the 
goal of our faith. Rather, a dy-
namic, intimate relationship with 
Jesus Christ is God’s will for us. 
Sometimes this will mean acquisi-
tion of new information. But more 
often, I think, it means listening, 
waiting and being open to the still, 
small voice that calls us His own. 
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I  Was Sick, and You Cared for Me.  

By Wes Gunther 
She was in her mid-forties when 

Walter©s wife Helen began showing 
symptoms of a disease that would 
later prove to be a prolonged ill-
ness. At first, the illness didn©t 
greatly concern him. But as time 
passed, he realized that Helen©s 
health continued to deteriorate and 
she was demanding more and more 
of his time in caring for her. 

For eighteen years Walter 
nursed his ailing spouse. The time 
came when he would have to 
choose between putting her into a 
nursing home, or giving up his busi-
ness to care for her. He chose the 
latter. In order to give his full atten-
tion to his beloved Helen, he sold 
their beautiful new house and 
moved into a small mobile home. 

I learned to know Walter and 
Helen during the later years of her 
illness, and went to visit them from 
time to time. During these visits, 
Walter described her illness and the 
suffering she had to endure as her 
condition worsened. What im-
pressed me was that, although she 
was bedridden and required twenty-
four hour care, he never complained 
about being tied down, or about 
what was involved in caring for her. 

One day I received a call from 
him telling me, with tears, that the 
Lord had taken Helen to glory. I 
went to his home to extend my con-
dolences and to listen as he told me 
about the suffering of her last days. 

We wept together as I prayed 
with him. He then told me, 
“ I have been getting 
phone calls from 
friends who say that it 
must be a relief not to 
have to care for her 
anymore. I don©t under-
stand. Do they not realize 
that she was my wife for fifty 
years? I took care of her because I 
loved her. Now she is gone. I 
don©t know what I will do without 
her.”  

For the first time in my ex-
perience as a pastor, I began to 
understand the strong bond that 
develops between an invalid 
spouse and her or his caregiver. 
And as the years have passed, I 
have watched as a number of 
faithful members of our church 
have been called on to care for an 
invalid spouse. The commitment, 
patience, and love with which 
they give of themselves day by 
day continues to amaze me. 

In Matthew 25 Jesus told a 
parable in which He said, “Then 
the King will say to those on his 
right, Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the King-
dom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world, for… I 
was sick, and you cared for me. I 
was in prison, and you visited 
me.”  

Falling Into Chr istmas by Terry Jaurena 

It’s fall. When the day’s tem-
peratures are still in the 90s, it 
doesn’ t feel like fall. But it’s fall 
nonetheless. And right on the heels 
of fall comes Christmas. Retailers 
are gearing up for their biggest 
season. 

While the weather is still in 
the 90s I’m also gearing up and 
involved in several Christmas- 
related activities. Our mission 
team has just sent the gifts you 
purchased for our overseas mis-
sion partners to them. I’m work-

ing with the twenty-plus stu-
dents or recent grads who are 
heading for Urbana, Inter-
Varsity’s mission convention 
that happens December 27–31. 
And just this week, we’ re gear-
ing up for participation in An-
gel Tree, that ministry of Prison 
Fellowship where we purchase 
gifts on behalf of inmates for 
their children. 

Spending my days like this 
makes me start plan-

ning for our fam-
ily’s Christmas 
season. I find that 
I am longing to 
do something dif-

ferent this year so 
that I don’ t fall into 

the consumer traps of the sea-
son. What to get others is a part 
of that. The other part is that the 
tradition of creating the “wish 
list”  means I feel free to start 
thinking of my own wants and 
the list grows larger as the cata-
logs arrive.  My longing for a 
better way turned into praying 
and that praying lead to some 
planning. 

We’re planning our first 
Alternative Chr istmas Gift 
Fair  at First Presbyterian 
Church. It’s been quietly of-
fered this up in the past with a 
list of mission partners in the 
narthex, an article in the news-
letter and a few bulletin an-
nouncements. We’re going to 
go louder and bolder this year 
and actually have a Sunday 
morning time where you can 
“shop”  around the world for 
alternative gifts for friends and 
family members. Call them 
Kingdom Investment Gifts. 

(Continued on page 3) 

� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �
� � 	 
 � �� � 	 
 � �� � 	 
 � �� � 	 
 � �����
� � �� � � 
 � ���� � �� � � 
 � ���� � �� � � 
 � ���� � �� � � 
 � �������



� � 
 � 	 � � ��� � � � � � � � � �� �

Back In Albania by Bob and Linda Osborne 

Greetings from Erseke, Alba-
nia! In about 10 days the new 
students will be arriving here at 
the Torchbearers Bible School. 
Coming from Holland, America, 
Belgium, Canada and Albania, 
they form a very international 
group. We pray for these young 
people and others who have not 
yet applied for this term, that our 
Lord would guide them and give 
them wisdom. Classes begin on 
Oct. 2 with the first week being 
one of team building and outdoor 
activities. Please pray for these 
students and for our first weeks 
together. 

It’s a long flight getting here 
and many have wondered how 
we did following Bob’s series of 
five knee injections and Linda’s 
knee replacement. Well, we did 
very well and all the airline staff 
was very accommodating mak-
ing it one of the easiest travels 
we’ve ever had. Thank you for 
your prayers regarding this. 

We arrived in Albania Sept. 5 
and spent the first twelve days in 
Durres, a city that is located on 
the Adriatic Sea. We participated 
in a conference for foreign mis-
sionaries who serve in Albania. 
There were about 20 different 

nations represented serving in a 
wide variety of ministries all 
throughout the country. Our 
speakers for the event were Fred 
and Margie Stock, who have 
served with the Presbyterian 
Church in Pakistan for over 50 
years, and are also Ruth Sto-
scher’s parents. We feel truly 
blessed to have been there. Fol-
lowing that conference, our 
Erseke leadership team had a 
three-day retreat at the same fa-
cility where we sought the Lord 

in prayer and caught up with each 
other after our busy summers.  

Since arriving in Erseke we 
have been busy unpacking as well 
as settling into our apartment, and 
making it once again our home. 
The days have been cloudy with 
spurts of rain and the evenings are 
cool - a strange thing for us after 
Fresno’s hot summer! But fall is in 
the air and the trees are beginning 
to change to their brilliant colors, 
and many folks are cutting and 
stacking wood getting ready for 
those cold days to come.  

We are grateful for your par-
ticipation with us. We will con-
tinue to write you, letting you 
know about our life here and the 
ways we see the Lord at work. 

Perhaps your dad would like to 
know that in his honor you gave a 
gift to World Impact that paid for 
one month’s education in a Chris-
tian School for an inner city child. 
Maybe your mom would be glad 
to get a gift which meant a family 
got to spend a night or a week at 
Evangel Home. Perhaps your chil-
dren would like to “purchase”  a 
month of education for a child 
through Witnessing Ministries of 
Christ and wrap it up for their 
grandparents. 

This is gift giving that is full of 
the power to transform: conversa-
tions around the tree or the turkey, 
hearts of gift givers, thoughts and 
prayers of gift recipients, the day 
to day lives of those the contribu-
tions will touch through our mis-
sion partners, eternal addresses. 

We plan to provide gift cards 
to give your loved ones. They are 
going to be created by the children 
of our church in the weeks ahead.  
We will be prepared to take your 
contributions and forward them on 
to our mission partners or ministry 
projects for you. Call it One Stop 
Kingdom Shopping. 

Will you begin praying now as 
summer turns to fall for what this 
Alternative Christmas Gift Fair 
might mean for us as a congrega-
tion and for you personally? I love 
the fall, but I hate falling into my 
culture’s consumerism at Christ-
mas. I’m sure the Lord can lead us 
to a better way. This might just be 
one part of that process. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Time To Be  
Organized  
By Connie Ellenber-

Have you no-
ticed the large 
crate inside 
the Fellow-

ship Hall, or the mountain of 
boxes in the Heritage room? These 
comprise our new Rodgers organ 
console and speakers. A portion of 
your gifts to our Mission: Possible 
campaign drive has paid for this 
new organ console. 

Sunday, October 8, will be the 
last day our old console will be 
used, and Sunday, November 5, 
should be the first day our new 
console will be played in church. 

John Ellenberger and Brian 
McGuire are leading a team hired 
and volunteer workers from within 
our body, who will share the labor 
of this four-week installation. The 
process will begin with the re-
moval of our old console, which 
was purchased by the First United 
Methodist Church of Salinas. The 
work to be done will include new 
electrical wiring, the mounting of 
speakers, cabinetry built within the 
organ chambers, the remodeling of 
the current organ “pit,”  the con-
struction of a moveable platform 
on which the console, pedal board 
and bench will sit, renovation and 
repair of the pipe work, and the 
interfacing of the new console 
with the pipes. 

God has truly blessed this 
much-prayed-over project by pro-
viding guidance and wisdom to 
those directly involved with it, and 
by smoothing out all the details as 
the needs arose. May this new tool 
of worship be a blessing to Him as 
we sing our praises and make mu-
sic to glorify His holy name! 

Chr istmas Choir Is Coming Soon 
By Dr. Julie Carter 

Rehearsals for the First Pres 
Christmas Choir will be starting 
Sunday, October 29 at 9:40 in 
the Choir Room. Plan to join in 
on some joyful music making! 
Anyone age high school and 
above is invited. This is a short-
term commitment and an easy 
way to dip your feet in the musi-
cal waters!  

 Our first rehearsals will be 
short and you will be excused 
early so the choir can continue to 
practice non-Christmas music. If 
you attend Sunday school, you 
will only miss a little bit. As we 
get closer to Christmas the re-
hearsals will last the entire hour. 

 Christmas is such a fun time 

to sing -- 
the music is 
familiar to 
many and 
the season 
so joyful. 
More im-
portantly, our Christmas Eve ser-
vices reach out to many in our 
community who don©t otherwise 
attend church. We generally have 
1200 people attend these services. 
Your investment in the Christmas 
Choir plays an important role in 
touching the lives of people. I 
hope you will consider trying 
something new or something you 
haven©t done in awhile! See you 
for Christmas in October!  

Editors note: This year, the 150th 
birthday of Fresno County, is an 
appropriate time to talk about the 
establishment of faith in Fresno 
County.  Roger wrote about other 
“ corner stones”   
in previous edi-
tions of the Chal-
lenger. 

Joaquin Me-
ruga explored the 
San Joaquin Val-
ley in 1805 for the 
purpose of finding 
locations for fu-
ture mission sites. 
He named the riv-
ers, but nothing 
happened for over twenty-five 
years.  

In 1832, the Catholic church 
sent an American stone mason, 
Caleb Strong Merrill, to the lower 
Kings River area in an effort to 

establish a mission. This new mis-
sion was to be called “Mission Del 
Rio De Las Santos Rey.”  The party 
made adobe bricks, but spent much 
of their time taking refuge in the 

area’s oak trees to escape the 
numerous grizzly bears, which 
forged on the abundant supply of 
acorns. This project failed to es-
tablish work among the Native 
Americans, and after three 
months it was abandoned.  
  The first Christian worship 

occurred at Fort Miller in 1855, 
led by Bishop William Ingraham 
Kip. The service took place in 
the fort’s infirmary.  
The first church building, built 

in 1864, was the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, South. It was located 
in the community of Academy, 
northeast of Clovis. This church 
building has survived, and occa-
sional services are still held there.  

More Cornerstones by Roger Taylor 
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Approved Workers Are Not Ashamed by Marcie York 
The church grounds were ready— 

leaders in brightly colored shirts were 
finishing last minute preparations and 
gathering together for prayer. Red, 
yellow, green and blue balloons 
floated gaily along the rails above the 
Treasure Chest playground. It was the 
“calm before the storm”  of an 
AWANA meeting! Within minutes 
families began arriving, checking 
children in to clubs.The sense of an-
ticipation grew as children and lead-
ers gathered on the “game square”  in 
the Fellowship Hall and promptly at 
6:45 our first night of AWANA be-
gan! The American flag and the 
AWANA flag were presented, the 
pledges were said, and after prayer, 
clubs were dismissed for group time 
or games!  

The roof of the Fellowship blew 
off, figuratively, with the cheers of 
teams competing in relays and races; 
points accumulated fast as children 
worked together with teammates to 
finish first, and the final tally for the 
night was acknowledged with roars of 
approval. Upstairs in the education 
wing and downstairs in the Treasure 
Chest clubbers gathered with their 
leaders around the life-transforming 
Word of God. By 8:30 the grounds 
were quiet again, as the last children 
left with balloons and AWANA 
booklets clutched in hand.  

It is the little things that decide 
the course of big things. Combine a 
simple club format, dedicated adults 
and excited children and you have the 
necessary ingredients to prepare the 
next generation of Christians to in-
herit their chaotic culture and stand as 
salt and light in the 21st century.  

Matt Groening, creator of TV’s 
animated anti-hero, Bart Simpson, 
was quoted several years ago as say-
ing, “ I now have a seven year old boy 
and a nine year old boy, so all I can 
say is I apologize.”  After nearly a 
decade of contributing to the cultural 
malaise of our children and youth, all 
he could say was “ I’m sorry.”  Gro-
ening is quoted as saying that his 

message in the TV series The Simp-
sons is, “Your moral authorities 
don’ t always have your best inter-
ests in mind.”  He states, “ I think 
that is a great message for our chil-
dren.”  His worldview, and that of 
many other media contributors, has 
resulted in a moral atmosphere that 
is thick with mediocrity and mental 
sluggishness. Basic values have 
been swept aside and parents must 
work harder than ever to help stem 
this tide in their children’s lives.  

However, there is a courageous 
crew of committed men and women 
who show up every Sunday morn-
ing and Wednesday night to pour 
creativity, energy and love into our 
children and youth. They come 
when they are tired or discouraged, 
when they have headaches or heart-
aches, and when they would rather 
not come!  

They train our children to “ think 
on”  things that are “ true, noble and 
right; pure, lovely and admirable, 
ex cel l ent  and pr ai sew or -
thy.”  (Philippians 4:8) The Greek 
word for “ think”  in this passage 
means to “carefully reflect on.”  Our 
young people thoughtfully reflect on 
Biblical truth in Sunday classes, 
weekly Bible studies and now 
AWANA. They are making connec-
tions between God’s Word and their 
culture and developing strong truth 
filters through which they will grow 
in wisdom and discernment. 

It is the little things that decide 
the course of big things. Today, 
eighteen years after the conception 
of The Simpsons, Matt Groening’s 
sons are teenagers, navigating the 
muddy waters of their culture. How 
much has a small idea, germinated 
in their father’s mind years before 
they were born, contributed to the 
tidal wave of mediocrity and moral 
compromise impacting today’ s 
young people?  

And how much of an eternal 
tidal wave of the Holy Spirit’ s 
power is unleashed in that crumpled 

Sunday School 
p ap er ,  t h at 
AWANA booklet, 
those youth Bible 
study notes? 
Each of these 
small things 
contains the 
next building block of biblical truth 
which may decide the course of big 
things in a child’s life! Take some 
time this week to talk to your child 
about spiritual truth and imbed those 
principles more concretely in her 
mind. Pull out that AWANA booklet 
and memorize a section of Scripture 
together during breakfast or just be-
fore bedtime. And…praise God daily 
for the men and women in your 
child’s life who have responded to 
God’s call to serve the next genera-
tion of salt and light in the 21st cen-
tury.  

Session Summary 
by Scott McCallum 

Giving as of 8/31/06 was 14.58 
per cent below budget; spending as of 
8/31/06 was 5 per cent below budget; 
and cash available for operations is 
less than one month of budgeted 
spending, as of 8/31/06. 

Women’s Conference is scheduled 
for October 13-15 at Calvin Crest. Liz 
Hulme and other parents are schedul-
ing a regular prayer time for our high 
school students; please call Liz for the 
prayer time. 

Your Mission Possible gifts are at 
work. Demolition has started on the 
A-1 building, getting it ready for the 
junior high and senior high ministries. 
The library will be moved to room 
101, allowing the remodeling of the 
library room for the new nursery. 
When the remodeling is completed, 
mothers with babies and gear in hand 
will have an easier access to a new 
ground level nursery. Our new organ 
has arrived. Installation will be com-
pleted in November. 

From The  
Treasure Chest 
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 The deadline for  the November  

Challenger is October  20 at 5:00 
p.m. It will be mailed out Novem-
ber  2. Please submit articles to: 
Daphne Saul (252-4064), or   

daphne4926@sbcglobal.net, or 
leave in newsletter box in church 
office. The deadline for  “ A Place 
for  You”  is each Monday at 5 
p.m. Please submit announcements 
to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.  
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You Are Invited 
Are you interested in offer-
ing your skills and time in 
our facility remodeling 
project? Please come to a 
meeting on the patio at 
9:30 a.m., Sunday October 
8. Our church care com-
mittee will welcome you 
with open arms and grate-
ful hearts. 
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