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Colossians and Heaven

A step into Heaven, just a
glance, a peek through the curtain,
and we would drop our proverbial
jaws and wonder what we were
seeing, feeling and experiencing!
Our mundane existence had only
hinted at this, but never prepared
us for the wonder of it all.

As an earth bound human | can
only dissect heaven from my
imagination and that of more in-
formed others who are as deep into
the Word as Paul was. His mus-
ings from 1l Corinthians 5:16-21
and from Colossians 3 unvell a
splendid possibility, that we
should focus upon eternity in the
here and now. Christ’s crucifixion
has changed everything for hu-
manity, even our daily perspective
of time.

It isjust aguess, but imagine if
you will that you have just
breathed your last at aripe old age.
As you died your wife and chil-
dren stood by your bedside, for
you were not alone at the end.

Then in an instant you entered
the Kingdom, and discovered that
the end was hardly an ending at
al. But something was strangely

amiss. There were your
wife and family, not the
tear streaked and sleep de-
prived clan who watched
for days as you weakened
before you died, but glori-
ous perfected spiritua be-
ings. Your wife's face
beams and glows in akind
of beauty and confidence
that even on your wedding
day she could not equal.
Perfect is the only word to de-
scribe her, and your children the
same, grown as they were when
you died, but also luminous and
deep in the wonder of God.

What were they doing here?
Hadn’t you just left them back on
the mundane plane of existence?
Welcome to God's time, where
past, present and future are al in
one point, al seen simultane-
ousy and with
the clearest of
insight.

| think then
that once in the
Kingdom  of
Heaven we will
know fully the
impact that our
ministry and that
of others had
over the genera-
tions. That little
boy you led to
Christ in Sunday
School class has
now had his chil-
dren and their children’s children
enter a relationship with Christ

due to his conversion, and in the

blink of an eye we may see the
echoes through history which that
one decision unleashed. Ten-
thousand generations later how
many lives will have been entered
into the Book of Life, and this all
seen as we enter God' s heaven.

That iswhy | speak of the dead
in Christ in the present tense; Ed is
well, Sandy too. He is, not was.
And frankly his current ‘is’ in the
Kingdom is more real and present
than anything you and | now ex-
perience in the current ream of
life, for we see as if looking
through a fogged glass, while they
see with no blur of sin or decep-
tion.

The Cross of Christ redeems
creation itself and time is not left
out. Thus there will be no bore-
dom in Heaven, for that is a matter
of time moving sowly and the

need to await im-
portant events. God
has no such blind-
ers of perspective
upon His knowl-
edge or experience,
and neither will we
if Christ is our
Master. The Holy
Spirit uses powerful
tools to help wid-
ows and the griev-
ing to mark with
hope their current
losses. The Father
does not leave us
when Mr. Death
attempts to define redlity for us.
That aone is God's realm and
role.



Our Greatest Common Factor

| couldn't help myself. | knew
that mathematics didn't “preach,”
but | couldn't separate myself
completely from asubject | love to
teach. So, | decided to begin my
first sermon in my homiletics class
with a “math lesson.” BIG mis-
take! The professor didn't like it
and | can't say that | blame him.
Nonetheless, I've got one more
shot at making this thing work, so
here we go.

Simply put, the Greatest Com-
mon Factor (GCF) is the biggest
number that goes into two others.
For example, if you take 45 and
63, the largest number that they
“share” in their “primary” makeup
is nine. It is possible to arrive at
the GCF and discover the “guts’
of the number by a process of
“prime factorization.” Thisissim-
ply the process of figuring out how
many prime numbers make up the
number you' re breaking down.

Even if this doesn't make any
sense to you whatsoever, please
bear with me. The passage | chose
to exegete for my preaching class
was Philippians 2:1-5.

This passage says, “If you have
any encouragement from being
united with Chrigt, if any comfort
from His love, if any fellowship
with the Spirit, if any tenderness
and compassion, then make my joy
complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being onein
spirit and purpose. Do nothing out
of selfish ambition or vain conceit,
but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. Each of
you should look not only to your
own interests, but also to the inter-
ests of others. Your attitude should
be the same as that of Christ Je-
sus:.” (NIV)

If you look at the latter part of

chapter one of Philippians aong
with this passage, it becomes
quite clear that unity is a central
theme of Paul's message to the
church in Philippi. But what ac-
counts for this unity? What is the
“glue” that supposedly holds

people together? What are the
“primary” factors that trump all
other factors? Simply put, the
“primary” factor is our need for
redemption.

You see, the biggest, most
significant COMMON FACTOR
that WE ALL share is our need
for forgiveness. We don't bring
anything to the *“justification
scales” except our broken,
tainted and flawed selves. Can
you think of any single factor of
our lives that is more “primary”
than this? Unfortunately, we be-
lieve we can. Sinceitsinception,
the Church has not been exempt
from trying to define itself in
terms of culture, economics, edu-
cation, ethnicity, geography, his-

tory, etc. It issad to think that the
most segregated time of the week
is Sunday mornings.

God have mercy on us lest we
forget Jesus prayer before His
betrayal in John 17. His heart was
for the unity of His body, the
Church. When we consider what
Christ has done for us, how can we
not be encouraged by being united
in Christ? Have we not received
comfort from His love? Then why
are we so hesitant to give love to
those whom we deem “different”
than us?

If we have enjoyed fellowship
with the Spirit, why are we so
quick to disassociate ourselves
with those who experience the
Spirit in ways foreign to us? If we
have received tenderness and com-
passion from God, why do we
harden our hearts toward those in
our midst who are suffering?

Paul exhorts us to be “like
minded, having the same love, be-
ing ONE in spirit and purpose.”
Tak about powerful! If the
Church would look like this, we'd
run out of room in our pews on
Sunday mornings!

But how do we get in touch
with our Greatest Common Factor;
our “primary” factorization? We
must embrace our need for salva
tion. We must claim the truth of
the hardness of our hearts. We
must devote ourselves to the pain-
ful journey of learning the very
humility of Christ. When we fi-
naly learn to embrace God's for-
giveness, we can be free to define
ourselves no longer by the
“secondary factors” of weadlth,
education, race or history.

God's love and the redemptive
work of Christ on the cross trump

(Continued on page 3)



The Sory of Woody Pulpit !

Woody Pulpit was furious
when | found him in the storage
room of Heritage Bible Church. |
asked him, @Woody, what has you
so worked up?®

alt's awful what they have
done to me,° he said. 2For a hun-
dred years | stood front, center on
the platform of this church. | was
cleaned and polished once a week.
Every Sunday the pastor would
stand behind me and read and
preach from his worn Bible. And
when he really got stirred up he
even pounded on me a few times.
| didn't mind that. It felt kind of
good.

a8Now look at me, lying flat on
my back on the floor of this messy
old storage room. | have scratches
al over from the old chairs, Sun-
day school maps, and chalkboards
they have thrown on top of me.
I"'m covered with an inch of dust.
Most people don't even know I'm
here.®

aWoody,° | said, @times have
changed. This church has changed.
| remember when you were up
there in the most conspicuous
place on stage to remind us that
preaching the Bible was at the
heart of worship. The whole ser-
vice led to the moment our pastor
stood to preach, and preach he
did!°

As Woody and | reminisced
about the good old days, he began
to relax. | tried to explain to him
that we just do things a little dif-
ferently now. 2Woody, you have
to admit you were getting a little
wobbly. | am sorry we hurt your
feelings, but the church just de-
cided to get a new pulpit. We've
added something called a lectern.
But we hear the same sermon,
whether preached from the pulpit

or lectern. We still have a choir
which sings as splendidly as
ever. We sing new kinds of
songs, but we also sing the old
hymns in four-part harmony.
The services are redly very in-
spiring!®

Feeling sorry for old Woody,
| shoved a few things around, set
him up on his feet, and dusted
him off. After fixing him up, he
really looked quite good for his
age. He had cooled down by
then. So | said to him, @Woody,
| want to assure you that our pas-
tor is dtill following Paul's in-
struction to Timothy: Preach the
Word; be prepared in season and
out of season; correct, rebuke
and encourage with great pa-
tience and careful instruction. (2
Tim. 2:4) Isn't that the impor-
tant thing?

After polishing him up,
Woody looked so good, | talked
it over with the building commit-
tee, and we decided to use himin
our new chapel.

Deacon’s
Corner
n #

The Deacons would like to
invite all of you to participatein
our yearly Harvest of Helpers
campaign offered at one of the
Sunday servicesin November.
Thisisatime for our church fam-
ily to offer their gifts of time and
service to each other. There are
many opportunities you can
choose and all of them are needed
if we areto support Christ®@family
during the hard times of our lives.

We do wish to thank everyone
who has helped usin the many
memorial services this year with
cookies and salads. We on the
Deacons Board appreciate your
generous hearts and know that we
couldn®serve our family in this
church without you. So look for
our new list of giftsyou can
choose on the Harvest of Helpers
questionnaire coming in Novem-
ber.

Our Greatest Common
Factor (continued from page 2)

al other factors. God is the one
who illuminates our primary
make-up, and it is our need for
Him.

Whom is God calling you to
consider 2better® than yourself to-
day? Whose interestsis He asking
you to be more attentive to than
your own today? Who are the most
adifficult® people in your life?
Ask God to give you His heart.
Ask Christ to give you His yoke of
humility. Ask the Spirit to remind
you of God's great love for you
and His ability to transform you
more into the likeness of Him.



Greetings From Albania $ %

We arrived back in Erseke in
late August. After settling into our
apartment, we attended an annual
conference for foreign missionaries
held in Durres. We were able to
meet fellow missionaries from Eng-
land, Holland, South America, Af-
rica, Korea and Germany, as well
as America. It felt like a slice of
heaven to be with so many serving
Christ in Albania.

The rest of September was
spent getting the Bible School
ready and reading and praying over
the applications of al those desir-
ing to attend.

By Sept. 29 al the students had
arrived. We have 14 students, eight
men and six women ranging in age
from 18 to 63. There are four from
Kosovo, four from other parts of
Albania, one from Canada and five
from the U.S. We are still praying

that the Lord would lead more
Albanians to attend.

Our first week was devoted
to team-building. An instructor
from England led the students
through activities to build com-
munity including climbing Mount
Gramozi, the third highest peak in
the Balkans, a nine-hour trek.
Needless to say, we didn't join
them!

On a persona note, many of
you know of Linda's history of
eye problems. A few weeks ago
the Iritis returned to her left eye.
We were able to see a very good
doctor in Thessalonica, and sheis
on medication. We would appre-
ciate your prayers, specificaly
that the swelling and inflamma-
tion would be taken care of by the
medication, that her vision would
not be diminished in that eye, and

ReturningtoAlbania &

Editor’s note: On October 20,
Tom flew to Albania again to
teach in the Udhekryq Torchbear-
ers Bible School in Erseke for two
weeks. Following is a summary of
his ministry while in Albania:

I will teach from Paul's Epistle
to the Ephesians during the first
week and from Dr. Neil Ander-
son's2Victory Over the Darkness®
and 2Steps To Freedom In
Christ® (both are now trandated
into Albanian) the second week.

My hope is to provide the stu-
dents with an overview of the rich
Christian truth and life application
found in Ephesians as well as
helping them develop skills in
studying the Bible for themselves
and in small groups. Last year in
teaching Joshua, the class engaged
enthusiastically in direct explora-

tion of the biblica text along
with my lecturing on the back-
ground and central themes of the
book.

During the second week, the
school staff and | want to not
only teach them the principles
for gaining freedom from past
hurts, sins, and mental confusion,
but also offer individual help to
each student in experiencing
greater freedom in their spiritual
and emotional lives through indi-
vidual counseling and prayer.
Most of these students will be
from non-Christian homes, and
thus they come with many per-
sonal needs.

This is a farly large goal,
especially since we must trans-
late al the teaching and discus-
sion back and forth between

that God would use al of this to
His glory. (This prayer was an-
swered before this letter was pub-
lished. On October 20 Linda re-
turned from an overnight trip to
Thessalonica where she had a sec-
ond visit with her eye doctor. The
swelling is virtually gone. There
are till signs of some Iritis, but it
seems she’'s on the fast track for
getting over this. The doctor told
her to cut her eye drops and medi-
cations in half, and she will con-
tinue to do this each week until she
sees him again in about three
weeks. Please continue to pray that
the visual acuity returns to what it
was before this all began.

We thank you for your prayers
on our behalf, your wonderful en-
couragement, and the way you
stand with us as we serve in Erseke
at the Torchbearers Bible School.

English and Albanian (about a
third of the students appear to be
English-speakers). This will be the
first time we have attempted such
direct, persona application, and
the content will be quite new, but
potentially very helpful, for the
students.

| am very much aware of my
need of the wisdom, love, and sen-
sitivity that the Spirit of God aone
can enable, as we interact in the
classroom and in persona conver-
sations.



Day Of Prayer Coming. &

I'm not great
a remembering
special days. |
forget people's
birthdays more
than | remember
them. Secretaries
Day? Not so
good at that one
either. We've
gotten good at
making up days
to commemorate
and celebrate all sorts of people
and causes. It's too much to
keep track of for me.

There' s one I'd actualy like
to forget, but | can't. It's the
International Day of Prayer for
the Persecuted Church. This
year, it falls on Sunday, Novem-
ber 13.

I"d like to forget that | know
that | have brothers and sisters
in Christ around the world who
really and truly suffer persecu-
tion because they've accepted
the love of Jesus and have said
ayes® to following Him. But |
cannot.

And so once again | will re-
mind you that in between All
Saints Day, a day to remember the
people of God who have gone be-
fore, and Thanksgiving, a day to

Session Highlights

Giving as of 9/30/05 was 9.3
per cent above budget. Spending
as of 9/30/05 was 9 per cent below
budget. Cash available for opera-
tions is approximately two months
of budgeted spending, as of
9/30/05.

Mark the fourth day of the
month on your calendar to pray for
our Presbytery. Pray for the
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thank God for His provi-
N sions for us, comes the
§ |nternational Day of
Prayer for the Persecuted
Church.

Remember those who
are in prison as if you
were their fellow prison-
ers, and those who are
mistreated as if you your-
self were suffering.
(Hebrews 13:3 N1V)

The
Prayer for the Persecuted Church
is a day for the one-third of us
who worship freely and without
such restriction to have our eyes
opened to the redities of the
other two-thirds of our Body and

International Day of

H

churches, the seminary students,
our pastors and their families.

Suppers-for-Seven is sched-
uled for November 2 and 4. Call
Skin Mead for information.

Sunday November 6, there
will be only one Service at 10:00
am., followed by an All Church
Luncheon.

The Long Range Planning

to pray to the Lord for strength,
faithfulness and deliverance for
those who are mistreated “ as if we
ourselves” were suffering.

One of the many organizations
involved in caling for prayer and
advocating for Christ's Persecuted
Body around the world is Release
International. They're calling for
aa7x7° prayer commitment. That
isacal to pray for seven years for
seven countries where Christians
face intense persecution. The
seven countries are:  Vietham,
North Korea, China, Indonesia,
Pakistan, Nigeria and Sudan.
That's asking for more than just
one day of prayer, isn'tit?

They are hoping that one day
of prayer becomes a way of
prayer.

| invite you to discover more
about the depth and breath of per-
secution in our world today. A
good place to start is
www.persecutedchurch.org.
You'll find background informa-
tion about how the 2Day of
Prayer® came to be and what peo-
ple hope to accomplish through it.
There are aso links to all sorts of
organizations that are involved in
support and advocacy for perse-
cuted Christians around the world.
Enter at your own risk!

Committee will give its report on
the newly acquired A-1 Property,
the renovation plans for the church
facilities, and the capital campaign
to fund the project.

Pastors Prayer Partners will
meet on November 12, at 8:00
am. The Senior High Santa Cruz
Trip is planned for November 11
through 13.









The deadlinefor the December
Challenger is November 18 at
5:00 p.m. It will be mailed out De-
cember 1. Please submit articlesto:
Carol Vaencia (454-9467),
cjm44@cvip.net or leave in news-
letter box in church office. The
deadlinefor “A Placefor You” is
each Monday at 5 p.m. Please
submit announcements to Cheryl
Eaker (485-6460) or
ceaker @fpcfresno.org.
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| urge, then, first of
all, that requests,
prayers, intercession,
and thanksgiving be
made for everyone.
—1 Timothy 2:1 (NIV)
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