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First Pres Welcomes New Members

Daniel and Jan Esqueda Donald Norman
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We would like to extend g
hearty welcome to all of our newy
members here at First Pres. Qn
this page as well as page 2 yqu
will find their pictures.

If you are looking at the
Challengeronline, you can pres
the control button while CIickingt

e

the mouse on a name to go to t
page of biographies for all of ou
new members.

Sandra Gagnon and Barbara If you are looking at a printed
Simonian version of the_Challengeryou | Mike Shirinian

will find new member biogra-

“ “ “ “ “ EQLe.s on page 5 of this publicg “ “ “ “ “

Dave and Bonnie Holden
Susie Hancock Courtney Tally




New Members’ Pictures (continued from page 1)

David and Denise Tally Marsha Wilson

Scott and Kirsten Wothe

22222222
Notes From Our Sessiomy Scott

3/31/08 Accounting Results Missions page on our website, ¢
March was a good month. Al- call Terry for the List.

though giving as of 3/31/08 was

below budget by 6.27 per cent, Day of Prayer.

spending as of 3/31/08 was also  Mark the fourth day of the

below budget by 5 per cent. As of month on your calendar to pra

3/31/08, our cash reserve for op-for our Presbytery. Pray for thg

erations is approximately two churches, the seminary student

months of budgeted spending. our pastors and their familieg

Also please pray for the issue

Satellite Sunday facing our denomination, that th
Adult Nurture has established Lord will open the eyes and ear

a new program intended to createof the denominational leaders.

and foster relationships among our

Church Family. Please contact Important Dates:

Heidi Lynn, Mindy Franklin or

Chris Rosik for information on There will be a standing prayer

Satellite Sunday, or if you have meeting on the first Sunday of

any ideas for small group fellow- each month in Room 101 at 8:3(

ship opportunities. a.m. (during First Service).

Pray for our Mission Partners:

Have you ever wondered how
you can support our Mission Part
ners in prayer? Now it is easy tC
do. The Mission Ministry Team
has contacted our Mission Part
ners, and has assembled a Praye
List. If you want a copy, go to the

ol

Remember to pray for Sudan.
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Fairest
Lord Jesus

Fairest Lord Jesus,
Ruler of all nature,
O Thou of God and man the Son,
Thee will | cherish,
Thee will I honor,
Thou my soul’s glory, joy, and
crown.

Little is known of the origin of
this inspiring hymn. It is thought
by some to have been sung in the
12th century by German crusaders
as they made their wearisome and
dangerous trip to the Holy Land.
Another source claims that this
was one of the hymns used by fol-
lowers of John Hus. These were
Moravian believers who were
driven out of Bohemia in... 1620.
They settled in Silesia, now a part
of Poland.

Whatever the actual origin of
the hymn may be, Christians for
centuries have been blessed with
this worshipful and joyful text,
which focuses our view on the
fair Son of God who reveals to us
the glory of the Father.

Taken from Amazing Grace, 366 Inspiring Hymn
Stories for Daily DevotionsCopyright 1990 by
Kenneth Osbeck, Kregel Publications, Grand Rap-

ids, MI. Used by permission of the publisher. All
rights reserved.



Called to be Shepherd®y Merlene Samuelian

Our church family is growing who needed a friend. In other cons would obtain, direct, or re-
and we rejoice and give thanks to words, these people could be anysearch the additional help needed.
God. Along with that growth of us. A Shepherd would never be left
comes new challenges. First Pres More and more people live alone to resolve any issue. A
has always placed great emphasisaway from their biological fami- Shepherd would love, assist, and
on walking along side our mem- lies, or their biological families guide the person.
bers in times of joy, hardship, or are over committed and cannot How is a Shepherd different
sorrow. As the membership grows, be of assistance in times of need.from a Deacon? A Deacon serves
the needs grow also. So, the church family could be- a three-year term of office, caring

The Board of Deacons, with come family. for three or four S.T.AR.S.

Some might need help for (Seniors That Are Really Special).
three weeks and others could beA Deacon also serves on a care
served for a year. Each individ- committee and assists other Dea-
ual need would be held in confi- cons with their responsibilities.
dence if requested. Our goal is to Deacons focus on the senior mem-
be alongside each family. bers of our congregation. Shep-

Pastor Lana Roberts as well herds will focus on the rest of the
as the Deacon Moderator and church membership.
Vice-Moderator would maintain How can you be involved?
a list of people who have volun- First we ask you to pray about

your involvement in this ministry.
If you feel God is asking you to
help your fellow members,

just call Pastor Lana or

the Session's blessin Deacon Moderator,
are forming a ne Merlene Samuelian.
ministry team t They will answer

serve these needs b
ter. We are callin
this new ministry

any questions. We
know that God will
use this new ministry

“Shepherds.” Jesus calle
his followers to be shepher
to His flock.

to His glory. Come join
with us as we serve our
risen Lord.

Shepherds could be individuals
or couples that volunteer to serve teered to be Shepherds and whe
for a one-year term which would a need arises they would do the
be renewable each year. Theymatching of individuals. Shep-
would be assigned an individual or herds would have the right to
couple and would be asked to pass on an assignment if they did
maintain contact by phone, notes not have the time commitment at
and at least one personal visit perthe time the request was made.
month. Most of the requests would

People served by a Shepherdoriginate from the Pastoral staff
would be a wide variety of the as they heard of needs from
church family. They could be within the congregation.
young people needing a listening If a Shepherd felt the need
ear, lonely people, members in afor assistance, Pastor Lana Rob
medical crisis, or young mothers erts and the Moderator of Dea-




Can We Imagine The Gain?By Terry Jaurena

It was my joy and privilege to played out in my own cultural then an empty tomb.
travel to Ereske in February and to context | repeated what | heard The American Dream with a
teach, with Linda Osborne’s help, years ago from Tom Sine that little Jesus overlay doesn’'t move
a course on the Bible Foundationswhat we pursue in the North you to do that. It takes a more
of Mission at the Torchbearer's American Church so often is the transformed worldview to do that.
Bible School. It was not easy to American Dream with a little Je- I'm still trying to wrap my mind

hone down all that | wanted to ex- sus overlay. and my heart around that kind of
plore with them into the allotted commitment to bring anyone to
fifteen hours that were more like Christ.
45 minute blocks. Oh, and that I o So | got my hands on the
gets cut in half for translation time. movie version of the story because
Naturally, there is much | | wanted to get more correctly the
would do differently. But some closing statement that | remem-
things | would do the same. | bered most from the movie, “End
would leave in showing the docu- of the Spear.”
mentary of Beyond the Gates of It's Steve Saint, the son of the pi-
Splendor. That's the story of five lot, Nate, who says this:
missionaries who were Kkilled in “Through the years, people
Ecuador before could always iden-

was born and th 1N€Y could never imagine the way we would expeeegein. tify with our loss,

wife of one and sister of another A sister, a wife and some of but they could never imagine the
who lived among the same peoplethe children of men who were way we would experience gain.”
who murdered their loved ones, slain on a sandbar in Ecuador, It doesn’t take a worldview
bringing many of them to Christ.  men who could have fought back shaped by the word of God to

As we processed the experi- but choose not to since they knew grieve with those who lost hus-
ence of the story, | found myself they were ready for heaven and bands, fathers and brothers. But to
repeating some words from a pre-the Waodani were not, eagerly, understand the gain, to rejoice in
vious lesson on culture. In that willingly, gracefully went to live and celebrate it, well, that takes
lesson we talked about worldview among those who murdered their some serious re-shaping.
and how we’re often not aware of family members. Oh, that you and | would be
how much more of our worldview It makes no sense. It's the more willing to be re-shaped by
still needs to be re-shaped by thekind of “no sense” that Randy the Word and the Spirit. | want to
Word of God. Exploring some White preached about on Easter.imagine the gain. Do you?
thoughts about how | see thatIt's the no sense of a cross and
Deacons’ CornerBy Roger Taylor

S.T.A.R.S. is an acronym for a schoolteacher beginning
Seniors That Are Really Special. in Piedmont. (near Oak-
This month’s shining star is Jack land), and then came to Fresno
Warren, a long time member of where he taught at Fresno andland he attended the Shakespeare’s
First Presbyterian Church. Jack McLane High schools and famous Globe Theater, from
was born in Strathmore, Tulare Teneya and Cooper Middle which he obtained a souvenir
County, on July 20, 1921. His Schools. Jack taught English brick. He has been a member of
family included three sisters and a grammar and writing. Jack en- our church’s choir. You may see
brother. He graduated from Fresnojoyed traveling and attended the Jack each Sunday at church sitting
State College and the University 1933 Chicago Worlds Fair. He in the front row at the 8:30 a.m.
of Southern California. He became enjoys theater, and while in Eng- service.




Paul and Ann Abajian

Paul and Ann relocated to
Fresno from Pasadena 6 1/2 yealr
ago. Ann had known Jamie and
Kristie in Washington, D.C. when
they were all single. Paul and Anrj
immediately knew that First Pres.
was going to be their church hom
from the very first time they at-
tended. It has always encom-
passed everything they had
dreamed of in a church— intellec-
tual and truthful teaching of God's
word, great multigenerational
families, and a congregation that
lives out its faith in the commu-
nity. Paul and Ann have three chil

is film/video producer and Ann is
a stay-at-home mom who serves
Bible Study Fellowship. They are
also the makers of Calm Baby, a
children's DVD series.

Daniel and Jan Esqueda

Daniel is a past Calvary Pres-
byterian member. Daniel says,
“Christ is my salvation for eternal
life.” He has a renewed commit-
ment to Christ and understands
that God comes first in his life .
New spiritual issues brought both
Daniel and Jan here. Jan says, “A
this time, Christ is my every-
thing.” Both Daniel and Jan praisd
God for healing Dan’s cancer.

Sandra Gagnon

Sandra’s grandmother taught
Sunday School at First Pres a lon
time ago, and her mother was bay
tized here. She attended as a chil
Right now, her husband is de-
ployed with the Navy to Irag. The
church and Christ are her rock.

dren: Adam, Ani, and James. Paul

New Members’ Biographies

and her husband will return
home safe and sound.
S
John and Susie Hancock
John and Susie were invited
by Marcie York. They are active
with AWANA and Children’s
Ministries. John loves photogra-
phy. Their children participate in
Full Court Pres and Kids Praise.
Dave and Bonnie Holden
Dave and Bonnie felt “at
home” the first time they at-
tended the traditional service at
First Pres last August. They are
committed to their family. God
has comforted them in a difficult
time and has always been a part
of their lives.
n
Donald Norman
Donald Norman attended
First Pres as a child. His family
was invited here by the Finks. H
looks forward to becoming a
member and eagerly awaits his
first all-church meeting as a vot-
ing member.
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Mike Shirinian

Mike was invited to First
Pres by Stan Cooper in Septem-
ber of 2007. His central focus is
Christ, and He orients His life
around the Lord.
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Barbara Simonian

Barbara came to First Pres in
1941, and she was raised in thig
g church. Her mother taught Sun-

d.ful memories of her formative
years here. She is truly blessed
and thanks God every day. She
prays that God will always guide

)- day School and she has wondert

-

With Christ, the months will fly by

her.

David and Denise Tally

Courtney, David and Denise’
daughter, invited her parents to
First Pres. They have attended f
two years. They have six childre
and six grandchildren. Denise is
elementary school teacher. They
love music, and Christ is the fol
dation of their home.

Courtney Tally

Kaylan Roberts invited Courtt
ney to First Pres five years ago.
She loves working as an advisot
with the high school group. Count-
ney says, “God is so good and |
am truly blessed by my friends and
family.”

Marsha Wilson
Marsha was drawn to First

Pres because of the Alternative
Christmas Giving program, where
she purchased some items. Jesus
Christ is her personal Lord and
Savior. Marsha, single and happy,
lives with her Mom who was widt
owed in 1981. She plays flute and
saxophone and loves to praise t
Lord through singing.

Scott and Kirsten Wothe

Scott and Kirsten came to First
Pres in August of 2007. Their fam-
ily relocated here from Portland,
Oregon, where they were membgers
of a downtown Presbyterian
church.

Scott owns a small business
and is a corporate pilot and retire
Marine. Kirsten is an Art Teache
at Kings Canyon Middle School.
Scott and Kirsten feel that Chrig
is working through them.. They
have two sons, Tal and Zach.
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The deadline for the June Chal-
lenger is Friday, May 23 at 5 p.m.
It will be mailed out on June 5.
Please submit articles to newsletter
box in church office. Or, contact
Daphne Saul, 252-4064, or
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.orgnd put Cheryl
Eaker’s name in the subject box.

May 2008
(USPS 572-240)
Published monthly by
First Presbyterian Church
1540 M Street
Fresno, CA 93721-1277

Rev. James EvansSenior Pastor
Rev. David Abdg Executive Pastor
Rev. Lana Roberts Associate Pastor
Rev. Paul Armstrong, Pastor to the Congregation]
Rev. Thomas ParsonsPastor Emeritus

Bob and Rosemary AveryChaplains

Rev. H. SpeesPastor-At-Large

Craig Blodgett, Assistant Youth Director

Dr. Julie Carter, Coordinator, Worship and Musi
Greg Ehlert, Youth Director

Susan Glover Administrator

Terry Jaurena, Mission Director

Corrie Sands Birth-Pre K Children’s Director
Marcie York, K-6 Children’s Director

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Daphne Saul
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paulf
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple

If you would like to send an e-mail to any staff
member at First Pres, please address it to:

staff@fpcfresno.orgnd include the name of the
staff member in the subject box.

Not On The List Yet?

If you would like to receive
monthly copies of the
Challenger please contact the
church office at 485-6460 and
speak to Cheryl Eaker. You m
choose to receive this newslet
by e-mail, online, or by US
mail. Please tell Cheryl which
you prefer, and she will be
happy to help you.
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