Equipping the Family of God at First Presbyterian

grow

March 2007

WhereAreYou? by Greg Ehlert

It is mind-boggling how much
technology has changed in our life-
times. The ability to communicate
instantly has been revolutionized
to the point that we can be con-
tacted via home phones, work
phones, cell phones, fax machines,
pagers, email or persona websites.

Nonetheless, people tell us
how hard it is to get a hold of us
and often ask us the question,
“Where were you?” The funny
thing is that God asked the same
guestion of Adam after the fall. In
Genesis 3:9-10 it says, “But the
LORD God caled to the man,
‘Where are you? He answered, ‘I
heard you in the garden, and | was
afraid because | was naked; so |
hid.””

| am reminded of an experi-

ment my dear friend, Phil DuPer-
tuis did when he was in college.
Phil set out a small table with a
basket of candy on it on a side-
wak with a sign that read,
“Please Take One.” Little did the
passers-by know that Phil was
watching in some nearby bushes.
As a person would approach the
basket, he would sneakily ook to
his left and his right and then
walk off with ahandful of candy.

After some time, Phil modi-
fied the experiment by leaning a
body-length mirror against the
table. Now, whenever a person
approached the table seeing her
reflection in the mirror, she
would only take one piece of
candy.

| believe we can live our

AWANA Bible Jamboree by Marcie York

As dusk fell on the community
of Kingsburg Friday evening, Febru-
ay 9, cars settled into parking
places around the picturesque
church on the corner like a flock of
geese settling onto a pond. Belong-
ings were gathered, doors slammed
shut and people moved up the steps
to the sanctuary entrance.

Light burst forth and enveloped
us with an explosion of activity and
excitement. The 2007 Central Val-
ley AWANA Bible Jamboree was
about to begin! Colorful uniforms
were everywhere, children chattered,
and adults greeted one another as
they stood in linesto check in.

Bible Quiz teams from fifteen
churches numbering approximately

100 children in third through sixth
grades, found their places in the
sanctuary. Parents, grandparents
and family friends settled into
pews while teams of green shirted
kids and their coaches lined the
sideaisles.

The room quieted down, and
the opening ceremony began. | had
eyes only for nine boys and girls
from First Presbyterian Church of
Fresno. Loved and nurtured by this
church al of their lives, and now
discipled through the AWANA
ministry, they sat together, well
coached and ready to compete.
Their faces reflected their excite-
ment and nervousness.

Their coaches, may God richly

lives like this. Walking through the
many responsibilities and routines
of life, it is easy to get distracted
and forget the greatest news of the
universe that God loved the world
so much, He sent His Son to be
with usand diein our place.

We forget about how the angel
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
Matthew 1:23 and said, “The vir-
gin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel,” which means,

“God with us.”
Thisis supposed to be
o comforting to us, but

we readily admit that
being in close prox-
imity to God and His
power almost always

(Continued on page 3)

bless them, talked quietly with them,
smiled reassuringly and settled wig-
gly bodies with a gentle touch. The
scene gave new meaning to Paul’s
words to Timothy as recorded in 2
Timothy 1:13-14; “What you heard
from me, keep as the pattern of
sound teaching, with faith and love
in Christ Jesus. Guard the good de-
posit that was entrusted to you—
guard it with the help of the Holy
Spirit who livesin you.”

After flag salute, opening re-
marks, final instructions and prayer,
the teams dispersed to quizzing
rooms with their entourage of family
and friends. For the next two hours
our children responded with grace

(Continued on page 2)



Awana Quiz

(Continued from page 1)

and careful thought to rounds of
quizzing, twenty questions to each
round.

They recited memorized verses,
gave the meaning of Bible passages
and responded to guestions testing
their grasp of theology and doctrine.
| watched as the Spirit of God af-
firmed and honored each one, their
faces transformed from anxiety and
stress to thoughtful assurance.

They began to relax and have
fun. As we gathered again in the
sanctuary for the closing ceremony
and announcement of awards, |
knew the evening had aready ac-
complished its purpose. Our nine
children had experienced the
AWANA theme verse, 2 Timothy
2:15; “Do your best to present your-
self to God as one approved, awork-
man who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles
the word of truth.”

However, God had more in store

for these nine AWANA clubbers!
As awards for fourth through first
place for teams were announced,
our children were called time and
again. Our Book 1 boys team took
third place and our girls took first
place. Sixth graders Kaylene
Norvell and Stephen Goodale took
third and first place respectively.
As individual awards for perfect
score and quiz champion were an-
nounced, Stephen Goodale swept
the sixth-grade boys. It was a night
of joyful affirmation that God is
preparing a future generation to
love and serve Him wholeheart-
edly.

Regardless of this world's pull
on our children, regardless of the
frailty of humanity that hinders us
al, we can rest assured that

“Nevertheless, God's solid founda-
tion stands firm, sealed with this
inscription: The Lord knows those
who are His.” (2 Timothy 2:19)

Nine First Pres boys and girls
are proof of that truth.

Front row: Pepper Friesen, Fiona M cKillip, Anne Deffebach
Middlerow: Karen Radke, Caleb Goodale, Zach Dolan, Colin Grunberg,

Juliana Rush, Stephen Goodale

Back Row: Kaylene Norvell, Julie Goodale, Chester Goodale

|nstalling Love
taken from the inter-
net—

Tech Support: Yes, how can | help
you?
Customer: Well, after much con-
sideration, |®@e decided to install
Love. Can you guide me through
the process?
Tech Support: Yes. | can help
you. Are you ready to proceed?
Customer: Well, 1@ not very tech-
nical, but | think 1@n ready. What
do | do first?
Tech Support: Thefirst stepisto
open your Heart. Have you located
your Heart?
Customer: Yes, but there are sev-
eral other programs running now. Is
it okay to install Love while they
are running?
Tech Support: What programs are
running?
Customer: Let®see, | have Past
Hurt, Low Self-Esteem, Grudge
and Resentment running right now.
Tech Support: No problem, Love
will gradually erase Past Hurt from
your current operating system. It
may remain in your permanent
memory but it will no longer dis-
rupt other programs. Love will
eventually override Low Self-
Esteem with a module of its own
called High Self-Esteem. However,
you have to completely turn off
Grudge and Resentment. Those
(Continued on page 3)



Love
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programs prevent Love from being
properly installed. Can you turn
those of f?

Customer: | don®know how to
turn them off. Can you tell me
how?

Tech Support: With pleasure. Go
to your start menu and invoke For-
giveness. Do this as many times as
necessary until Grudge and Resent-
ment have been completely erased.
Customer: Okay, done! Love has
started installing itself. Is that nor-
mal?

Tech Support: Yes, but remember
that you only have the base pro-
gram. Y ou need to begin connect-
ing to other Hearts in order to get
the upgrades.

Customer: Oops! | have an error
message already. It says, “Error -
Program not run on external com-
ponents.” What should | do?

Tech Support: Don®worry. It
means that the Love program is set
up to run on Internal Hearts, but
has not yet been run on your heart.
In non-technical terms, it Simply
means you have to Love yourself
before you can Love others.
Customer: So, what should | do?
Tech Support: Pull down Self-
Acceptance; then click on the fol-
lowing files: Forgive Self; Realize
Y our Worth; and Acknowledge
your Limitations.

Customer: Okay, done.

Tech Support: Now, copy them to
the“My Heart” directory. The sys-
tem will overwrite any conflicting
files and begin patching faulty pro-
gramming. Also, you need to delete
Verbose Self-Criticismfrom all di-
rectories and empty your Recycle
Bin to make sureit is completely
gone and never comes back.
Customer: Got it. Hey! My heart is
filling up with new files. Smileis
playing on my monitor and Peace
and Contentment are copying them-

Where Are You?

(Continued from page 1)

results in fear. Just look at the
disciples, Moses, lIsaiah and
countless other examples in
scripture. When we' re confronted
with the very presence of God
Almighty we tremble.

There's something about the
nature of God himself that strips
us down to complete nakedness
before the Father and leaves us
saying, “Woe to mel...| am ru-
ined! For | am a man of unclean
lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips, and
my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD
Almighty.” (Isaiah
6:5)

S0 here lies the
tension in the Chris-
tian life. When we
are stripped bare
before God Al-
mighty, we are con-
fronted by our need
for His grace. We are afraid of
judgment and are consumed by
the contrast between Him and us.

We forget, however, what
David wrote in Psam 139 when
he said, “Where can | go from

selves all over My Heart. Isthis
normal?

Tech Support: Sometimes. For
othersit takes awhile, but eventu-
ally everything getsit at the
proper time. So Loveisinstalled
and running. One more thing be-
fore we hang up. Loveis Free-
ware. Be sureto giveit and its
various modules to everyone you
meet. They will in turn shareit
with others and return some cool
modul es back to you.

Customer: Thank you, God.
God/Tech Support: Y ouee wel-
come, anytime.

your Spirit? Where can | flee from
your presence? If |1 go up to the
heavens, you are there; if 1 make
my bed in the depths, you are
there. If | rise on the wings of the
dawn, if | settle on the far side of
the sea, even there your hand will
guide me, your right hand will
hold me fast. If | say, ‘Surely the
darkness will hide me and the light
become night around me,” even the
darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.”
God knows where we are al of the
time and He loves us
anyway.

In Eugene Peter-
son’s trandlation of
the Bible, The Mes-
sage, He trandates 1
John 4:18 like this:
“There is no room in
love for fear. Well-
formed love banishes
fear. Since fear is
crippling, a fearful
life — fear of death, fear of judg-
ment — is one not yet fully formed
inlove”

Possibly the hardest truth
for Christians to believe is that
God actually does love us. The
truth of His grace is what brought
us to receive Christ in the first
place, yet it’s so easy to forget.

In avery practical and tangible
way, | believe God constantly asks
us the same question He asked
Adam. “Where are you?’ He
knows where we are in our
thoughts, words and deeds all of
the time. Thanks be to Jesus Christ
that through faith in Him, we can
respond, “Here | am” in freedom,
joy and hope.

During the Lenten Season, take
stock in the fact that God loved
you and the world so much, He
sent His Son to be with us so we
never have to hide again.



The HomelessAmong Us by Jamie

Our downtown location brings
our mostly well-educated and pros-
perous congregation into weekly
contact with homeless and/or very
hurting individuals. Jesus teaches
us to see these with compassion.
Most have struggled with drug ad-
diction, menta illness or serious
economic disaster and often a
combination of al of the above.

Many decades ago our church
helped found the Rescue Mission
for intentiona care of those who
were willing to seek help amidst

addiction and loss. Love
Inc. and the Salvation
Army are supported by
our church to help in
short term ministry of
getting people back on
their feet.

When a homeless person ar-
rives on our campus | ask that we
first greet him as Christ enjoins
us to, as a fellow broken person.
With warmth and care find a dea-
con who is trained to evaluate
this person’s needs. | am asking

Evans

our deacons
to wear their
name badges
for easier
identification.
Let's not
shun the hurting, but rather direct
them graciously to the help they
often need. If they simply wish to
worship, accompany them and
serve as their introduction to our

people and the Kingdom.
Please do not give money to
(Continued on page 5)

Spring In Albania by Bob and Linda Osborne

Spring is in the air, athough
we realy haven't yet experienced
the winters of past years. We're
thankful for your prayers, encour-
agement and support as we serve
the students and staff of the Bible
school and love the people of
Erseke and the surrounding vil-
lages. Pray for our ongoing rela-

tionships to flourish and for ("} \”\

the Lord to direct our footsteps | -~
into new friendships. In this —
letter we want to introduce ‘
you to some of the staff:

Our cooks are two
women from town who

church and the women’s Bible

study, Zhani Cipi and Mile Tane.
They have both served here at Ud-
hekryqg, or Crossroads, Bible
School for the past three years and
are creative and willing to learn
new recipes. Ruthie Stoscher has
integrated some international
dishes into the menu, like scalloped
potatoes, quiche and cream puffg!
Monika Dokollari is the Adminis-
trator of the school and has at-
tended Ravencrest, a Torchbearers
Bible School in Colorado. Sheis a

valuable member of our staff
team and keeps us all organized.
She has lived in Erseke most of
her life and is a member of the
church.
Asim Hamzg is a leader in
the church here in Erseke and a
. very key person in the day

[|| school. He's our IT direc-
tor, and energetic tranda

n “[to day function of the
' 4
'hf_

T% tor. He teaches a class on
o J‘\\
are involved with the < * has

natural church develop-
ment. Asmi is a de
lightful young man
who loves Jesus. He
completed a
three-year study at the
Albanian Bible Institute in Dur-
res.

We have two Resident Assis-
tants, Rebekka Teske and Steve
Windass. They both were stu-
dents in the first year of the Bible
school and they have stayed on to
work with the summer camps and
the school. Rebekka is from East
Germany, and is well acquainted
with Albania missions. She has
been in villages and larger towns
serving as God leads her. Steve is

from Y ork, England, and is the out-
door activities director for the sum-
mer camps. After his first summer
he stayed on for Bible school. But
this is his last year serving here
full-time. He will direct Christian
outdoor activities in his home
country and come to Albania for a
couple of weeks ayear.

Doni Lilo is another key mem-
ber of our staff. HE's a local boy,
having been born and raised herein
Erseke. After having the opportu-
nity to attend Capenwray, the
Torchbearers Bible School in Eng-
land, he returned with the dream of
seeing such a school in Erseke. He
serves as the principal. In May he
and Gail Burger, an American mis-
sionary with Alongside, will be
married.

So, that's a snapshot of the
staff. Oops, just about forgot our
fearless leader. Mark Stoscher
serves as the Director of the Bible
school and does an admirable job
juggling al the ministry balls.
Please pray for each of them, that
God might continue to lead and
direct their paths and give them
wisdom as they serve Him.
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Comings and Goings, Seeings and Servings by Terry Jaurena
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Summer isnot the only time folks from our congregation move out into some inter esting destinationsto
experience mor e fully God’s amazing work around the world. There svaluein “come and see” tripsaswell
as“goand serve’ trips. Here are somefolks you can pray for who have recently returned or are soon to be

going out in one of those ways:

Jerry and Carol Rudolph just visited their missionary daughter Shannon and her husband Phil in Costa
Rica. They went to see. Tom Parsonsisjust back from two weeks of teaching at the Torchbearer’s school in

Erseke, Albania. Thiswas histhird teaching trip there. He went to serve.

Phillip Prasad isalready back in India. Hiswife Elizabeth will join him thereearly in March. Traveling
with her isalong time board member of Witnessing Ministries of Christ, Phil Crantz. Hiswork took him to

China many times, but thisishisfirst trip to India and he’s going to see.

Peter Witt and his son, Doug, will travel again to China March 23 to April 5. Peter will be doing surger -
ies and teaching techniques. Doug will serve asatranslator. Jill Brackett departs April 11 for something
mor e than seeing. She'sdoing a Torchbearer’sprogram in New Zealand. It’s more like learning and grow-

AN AN AN Y N U N N N Y N Nt N N N N W N N N N Nl N N N Y N N N N N N Y N Ul N N N W Nl N NN

HomelessAmong Us
(Continued from page 4)

those who ask, for it often results
in further use of addictive sub-
stances. Mostly we want to see
these needy as we see our own
rank and file who may one day
stray or fal on hard economic
times. If this were your son or sis-
ter what would your attitude be?
Charity is rarely convenient, but is
aways our first call. Our deacons
will be building further structures
to help our congregation better
serve a very diverse downtown
citizenry.

Some of these homeless have
not been spoken to generoudly in
decades. Welcome, Accompany,
Evaluate, Bless: these four are our
calls towards those with needs on
our campus. The deacons will han-
dle the evaluation or a staff person
can assist. All else can be the work
of every rank and file member of
our church family.

This month® Deacons M eet-
ing was opened by Carolyn John-
son, our moderator. Carol Miller
gave our devotiona from a book,
“A Woman® Journey to the Heart
of God.”

Mindy Franklin was our Ses-
sion Representative this month.
She described some of the pro-
jects they have been working on
in the Evangelism committee.
For example, during our Com-
munion services all members are
given name tags so that we can
get to know each other better.

Mindy also told us about the
large turnout of high school
youth in the Alpha program this
Spring. This has been a wonder-
ful way to sink deeper into the
Christian life and to answer many
of their faith questions.

Pastor Paul Armstrong led us
in a lesson on the Resurrection

Deacon’s Corner by Marjie

that will help us
share the prom-
ise of everlasting
life with our
STARS. This
was quite mov-
ing to all of us.

We had a
report on the
new list of Harvest of Helpers and
are very thankful for those in our
congregation who offered to assist
us with the many needs we see
month to month. Meal support and
transportation are aways  big
needs.

We had four memorial services
in January and our committee, led
by Patsy Cooper, did a fantastic
job of serving the families of those
gone to be with our Lord. The
families are always so thankful for
our help and it is to God® glory
that we do this.
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Thedeadlinefor the April Chal-
lenger isMarch 23 at 5:00 p.m. It
will be mailed out April 5. Please
submit articles to: Daphne Saul
daphne4926@sbcgl obal.net, (252-
4064) or leave in newdetter box in
church office.

Thedeadlinefor “A Placefor
You” iseach Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to:
Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or
ceaker @fpcfresno.org.
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Wanted
by John Ortberg

Nathaniel Lucas Rey
Born January 19
To: Steve and Julie Rey

Ruthie Joy Meadors
Born January 24
To: Paul and Lori Meadors

FionaBdl Wanless

gehlert@fpcresno.org Born February 6
Susan Glover, Administrator . .
sglover @fpcfresno.org To: Kirk and Jennifer
Terry Jaurena, Mission Director
tjaurena@fpcfresno.org Wanl ess
Corrie Sands, Birth-Pre K Children’s Director
csands@fpcfresno.org
Marcie York, K-6 Children’'s Director
myork@fpcfresno.org
Other Church Staff: staff @fpcfresno.org
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