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The Voice of Ones

The value of the human imagi-
nation is priceless. Whoever or
whatever has access to influence
the human imagination has great
power because God created our
imaginations so that we might see
glimpses of what He sees.

Our imaginations are primarily
informed by words and images,
experiences that can either be real
or depicted through stories medi-
ated through books, movies, mu-
sic, etc. In our media-saturated
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society, there are more words, im-
ages and stories hitting us than we
can engage, let alone process
(approximately 4,200 per week or
1.5 messages every two waking
minutes).

On their way down from the
mountain after the transfiguration
in Mark 9:7, the disciples hear
God say about Jesus, “Listen to
Him.” This was not a mere sug-
gestion or a tidbit of take-it-or-
leave it advice; this was a com-
mand. It is in the imperative mood
which connotes a directive, not
just a suggestive opinion.

The disciples were to listen to
Jesus Christ to the point that their
listening became obeying. They
were to allow only one voice to
inform their imaginations, their

agendas and ultimately, their dren should be brought into sub-
wills— the voice of Jesus Christ mission to the reality that nothing
alone. can separate us from the love of
His words are the only articu- Christ.
lations pure enough, holy If you are having any thoughts
enough, powerful today that are causing
enough and valu- you distress, anxiety or
able enough to in- fear, make some space
form their lives be- to give those thoughts to
cause they have God so that He might
been hewn in the help you discern which
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factories of heaven. “voices” are causing the

distress. As we cultivate
All voices in our lives are

our ability to hear God’s
subject to the authority and Iord-u

voice more clearly through His
Word and prayer, we will discover
ship of Jesus Christ. Paul tells ua
in 2 Corinthians 10:5 that we ar

that we are like sheep being well
to take the offensive against

tended by the Good Shepherd.
We were made to listen to one
thoughts to make them obedient
to Jesus. This isn’t our task to

voice and one voice alone—the
make God love us more but to u

voice of Jesus Christ calling us
protect us from the damage thatu

into fellowship with Him in all we
say, think and do.

false words and thoughts bring ta

our lives.
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All voices around us find

their ultimate source and purposu
in God alone. Any voices that J7

tell us we’re anything less than
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God's beloved and adopted chil
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First Pres Welcomes Summer Networkerg ' (

Chad Anderson—Senior High

Chad was
born in
Santa Bar-
bara, Cali-
fornia where
his dad was
a youth pasH
tor for El

Montecito Presbyterian Church
(Greg Ehlert was one of the kids
in his father’s youth group!).
When he was 9, his family felt
that it was time for a change ang
moved to Idaho. Chad has grow,
to really like the small-town life-
style. He has been surrounded |

“the most awesome people in the

world.” Chad will be starting his
senior year at ldaho State Unive

sity in Pocatello, Idaho in the fall.

He is involved with a Christian
college group called Chi Alpha.
Through his experience with Ch
Alpha he has felt called to come
Fresno and is looking forward tg
see what God has planned.

Robbie Louie-Chelman
—Junior High

Robbie is a
22 year old
senior at
CSU Chico
He is ma-
joring in
Communi-

ies, and is

scheduled
to graduate this December. Al-

though he grew up in the wondey-

ful city of Modesto for the major-
ity of his life, for the past few

years he has come to call Liver-
more his home town. In his free

time he enjoys taking part in just

cation Studs
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about any activity. Some of his
favorites include surfing, skate
boarding, and drawing. He is

looking forward to becoming a
Networker this summer and get-
ting the chance to be challenged
spiritually and mentally.

Mauro DeBenedette— Senior
High

Mauro is com-
ing home this
summer to the
congregation of
First Pres. He
just finished his
first year of col-
lege in Santa
Rosa. In Santa

Rosa he attend
Refuge Church, which is a Cal
vary Chapel affiliate. At Refuge,
Mauro teaches fourth grade
through eighth grade. While in
Santa Rosa, Mauro had the op
portunity to see what God is cdl
ing him to do. He feels led to a
life in ministry and knows that as
a Networker he will be one step
closer to where God is calling
him. Mauro’s goal for the sum-
mer is to live by Philippians 1:
21.
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Katy Diebert—Junior/Primary

Katy grew up
in Reedley,
California
with her two
sisters,
Margie and
Jenny, and

parents, Lau-
rel and Dan. Katy was home
schooled until the fifth grade
when she started to attend Clay
School in Kingsburg. She gradyu-

ated from Reedley High school in
2005 and interned with Commu-
nity Youth Ministries during the
summer running Kids' Clubs in
Reedley and Orange Cove. She
currently attends Community
Christian Fellowship where she
in charge of the nursery and the
preschool Sunday school. Katy
will graduate next spring from
Fresno Pacific University and th
plans to get her teaching creden
tial. Her true passion is for young
children and she can't wait to beg
with them everyday in whatever
capacity the Lord has planned.
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Sarah Hurliman—Junior High

Sarah is from
Danforth, llli-
nois. She lives in
a small farm
community with
her parents and
younger sister,
Rebecca. Sarah
attends Taylor
University in

Upland, Indiana
and is a Christian Educational
Ministries major. She will be
starting her senior year in the fa
Sarah enjoys being with friends,
family movie nights, reading,
walking, making cards, music,
traveling, and coffee. After Sarah
graduates, she hopes to do sone
form of women’s ministry or
counseling ministry. Eventually,
she wants to teach college.




Networkers, Cont.

Sarah Meisner—Senior High

Sarah grew up if
Waterford,
Michigan. She is
the daughter of
Ralph and Karer
Meisner and als
has an 18 year-
old brother,
Greg. Next fall,
Sarah will be a

senior at Taylor
University in Upland, Indiana.
Sarah is a Christian Educational
Ministries major with a minor in
Intercultural Studies/Missions.
She likes to hang out with friend
watch movies, and laugh a lot.
She also enjoys traveling, espe-
cially when doing missions. She
hopes to work abroad someday
and follow God'’s plan.

Caleb Salmond—Junior/
Primary

Born in Ash-
land, Oregon ¢
Steve and Julia
Caleb has two
brothers, Jacol
and Joel.
Graduating
from Ashland
High School in
2005, Caleb

excelled in

both water polo and swim team.
He received an Associates Deg|
in Theology from Calvary Chape
Bible College in 2007. During on
of these two years Caleb had th
opportunity to study in Siegen,

Germany. Caleb currently attenc

Fresno Pacific University and will

be a second-year student major
in business and playing water pc
for the Sunbirds. He enjoys fish-
ing, camping, and kayaking.
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Deacon’s Cornerg& "
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Following is a profile of one of the S.T.A.R.S
(Seniors That Are Really Special) at First Pre

Jim Bybee is a long time member of First
Presbyterian Church. His family came from
Missouri to California in the late 1880s by horsel ®uggy. They
bought land in the Biola area. Jim attended Ce#htrglh School and the
Barstow Presbyterian Church. Jim participated enGhristian Endeavor
youth program and joined First Pres in 1937. He dvafted into the
military service in 1941, where he became a pifd-@4 and B-29
bombers.

Jim and Doris were married in 1943 and they hamldaughters,
Judith and Joan. Jim worked in various capacitigls kord Motor
Company for forty years. Golf, fishing and travedre his favorite ac-
tivities. Jim and Doris had a motor home and tredeb 49 states and
Canada. Doris went to be with the Lord in Novemife2007. They had
been married for 65 years. Jim continues to haugpaeat spirit and is
able to visit his daughters and other family in thewn California.



True Versus Falses *

A few weeks ago, in a sermon on Colossians 1:3i8teld several comparisons between the true Gospel
taught to the Colossians by Epaphras, and a fglsspel” that was being promulgated by some of dher |
teachers in that city. It was these false teachihgsPaul was writing to refute. Several of youdeequested
that | make the comparison list available, so veepblishing it here.

This list is not intended to be exhaustive. It cdmen a study of Colossians 1 and therefore witl caver
all possibilities or examples of “false gospel”’d¢beng, either in the Bible or in history. Rathemaeflects the
context of the particular situation in Colossad tirampted the epistle we now have as Colossiagsul de-
sire to hear more, the sermon is available for doaghand listening online atww.firstpresfresno.org
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A FALSE GOSPEL...
1) arises from local circumstances; is particul
people-group

2) excludes most from participation; has an
“aristocratic spirit”

3) requires acquisition of “higher knowledge,’
additional enlightenment

4) has secret initiatory rites

5) brings bondage to elaborate human regulg
tions

chies of angels” as deities to be worshiped,
as mediators between humanity and God

7) teaches that physical matter is the source
evil

8) teaches that “flesh” is evil, therefore what
do with our bodies is of no account

9) is affected by human effort

10) teaches that Christ is not enough; Gnosti
system offers a “fuller” blessing

and idiosyncratic; it is concerned only with orle

6) deals with “emanations, powers, and hier:[-

nd
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THE TRUE GOSPEL...

1) is offered to all, intended to be delivered to
“every nation, tribe and tongue,” and is univers
(catholic) in scope

2) is revealed to all without restriction

3) is accessible through its plain meaning

4) is preached, heard, believed, and received; it i

personal, but it is not private

5) proclaims God’s gift of grace, freely given in
Christ

6) proclaims One God, Father, Son and Holy

Spirit; and one mediator between God and human-

ity, the man Jesus Christ

7) echoes God'’s proclaiming creation good

8) teaches that God creates our bodies, declars
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them good, and commanded us to use them obedi-

ently in His service

9) is affected by God

10) proclaims the supremacy of Jesus Christ a
the fullness of God in Him




Why Me?—¢& '+,
When time allows |

jump into my “Nana

mobile” and head

down to Southern

® California to spend a

few days with my

grandchildren, John
and Katherine. |
plunge into their

world, taking part in the activities
and rhythm of their lives.

Recently | went along for the
ride as we dropped off John at kin-

many voices clamoring for my
mind. Right now the voices are
reminding me that summer is
coming, with its “lazy days” and
“easy living.” It is time to slow
down, cool down, put your feet up
and say, “Aaaaaaah.” Okay,
maybe lazy summer days will pro-
vide more time for reflecting and
thinking about why God wanted to
make me.

However, here at First Pres,
life gears up for summer! The

weeks? Each of our lives brims
with busyness and responsibilities.
Honestly, do you even care about
why God wanted to make you?
Maybe not, but I am thinking it
could be a great place to park men-
tally for awhile and figuratively put
your feet up.

What if each of us was to stop
and ask God, with childlike open-
ness, “God, why did yowant to
make me?” What if we made men-
tal space to ponder God’s voice to

dergarten and then drove four-year - Networker core team has beenus in Isaiah 43:4, “...you are pre-
old Katherine to her preschool, sev- working long and hard to seek cious and honored in my sight...”,

eral blocks further on. From the
back seat Katherine piped up,
“Nana, why did Godvantto make
me?”

Her emphasis on those two
words struck me hard as | attempted
to cram a huge theological concept
into a seven block long conversa-
tion. Why did God want to make
her...and everyone else, for that
matter? What is the purpose for our
existence on this earth and how are
we to understand it?

Scripture teaches us that God
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chose us before the creation of th

and Jeremiah 1:4, “Before | formed
you in the womb | knew you, be-
fore you were born | set you
apart...”

What if we took time to speak
back to God Psalm 139:13-14, “For
you created my inmost being; you
knit me together in my mother’s
womb. | praise you because | am
fearfully and wonderfully made...”
And what if we let these beautiful
words from Zephaniah 3:17 perme-
ate our spirits, “The Lord your God
is with you, He is mighty to save.
He will take great delight in you;

world to be holy and blameless in God for the young men and He will quiet you with his love; He
His sight, to be adopted as His women He has called to our will rejoice over you with singing.”

“sons” through the shed blood of

church for nine weeks. Children

What wonderful things is God

Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4-7). Weand youth departments have waiting to speak into my heart and

were created for
formed to proclaim His praise
(Isaiah 43:1-3, 21). And according
to Ephesians 2:10 we are His
“workmanship,” created in Christ to
do good works that He has prepared
in advance for us to do.

All this | attempted to pour into

for accelerated ministry.

Vacation Bible Blast, summer
Sundays, mid-week “Bubble Stud-
ies,” camps, special trips and
events are all in the formative
stages, awaiting the infusion of
Networker creativity and energy.

my granddaughter’s heart and mind This is not the time in my life for

in the brief minutes | had until she

personal reflection. How about

waved goodbye at her preschool you?

door.
Since that day | have tried to

give more thought to her question, day’s fast-paced life? Can we real-

to plumb its depths for my own life.

However, life is busy, and there are feet up and just “be” for a few makeme?

Is it possible to recapture the
lazy summer days of old in to-

istically slow down and put our

God’'s glory, shifted into high gear, preparing yours if we choose to take a small

mental vacation from all the worries
and stresses that usually fill our
minds? How would our vision of
God’s purpose breathe a new sense
of direction and focus into our tired
routines?
| think | will give

it a try. | think 1 will
let the innocence and
purity of a little
child’'s question lea
me into greater depths
with my Savior. God,
why did you want to
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The deadline for the July Chal-
lenger is Friday, June 20 at 5
p.m. It will be mailed out on July 2
Please submit articles to newslett¢
box in church office. Or, contact
Daphne Saul, 252-4064, or
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net

The deadline for “A Place for

You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. ‘961
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.or@gnd put Cheryl | v
Eaker’s name in the subject box. L%
$ Il%
%! ) &
%! .- 0))*+ 5% $'7
- (%
%)), .
, $ "% 0
I lllo
P / # 0 1#"1%
Rev. James EvansSenior Pastor - H
Rev. David Abdqg ExeCL_Jtive Pastor / NOt On The LISt Yet?
Rev. Greg Ehlert Associate Pastor If you would like to receive monthl
Rev. Lana Roberts Associate Pastor .
Rev. Paul Armstrong, Pastor to the Congregatior] Y copies of theChallenger please con
Fég;-;ZOQSSS;;?;S;R%Z?;&%%Fa“i‘f]fguS A tact the church office at 485-6460
Rev. H. SpeesPastor-At-Large and speak to Cheryl Eaker. You may
graiJg lE_Hoggettt, A(s:sistznt \:outhDiriqtor o s choose to receive this newsletter b
r. Julie Carter, Coordinator, orsnip an usi ( . . .

Susan Glover Administrator Q e-mail, online, or by US mail. Plea

Terry Jaurena, Mission Director
Corrie Sands Birth-Pre K Children’s Director
Marcie York, K-6 Children’s Director

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Daphne Saul
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paulf
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple

If you would like to send an e-mail to any staff
member at First Pres, please address it to:
staff@fpcfresno.orgnd include the name of the
staff member in the subject box.

O

tell Cheryl which you prefer, and shje
will be happy to help you.
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