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Waiting by Corrie Sands

When this newsletter reaches you,
| sincerely hope that it also includes
an announcement about the birth of
the child | am carrying. | am writing
this in early May while | sit on my

that it is one of the tools God uses | immediately thought about God
most frequently to shape our charac- creating, from the dirt, these incredi-
ter and to make us more like Him.  bly complex beings who are also ca-
In fact, as | am convicted | go pable of relationship like no other
back toward sanity and seek the only creature. | told him about Genesis,
place that actually has answers. that God really wanted to have a rela-
(That is the Bible, and not Google, tionship with each one of us and that
in case you were wondering.) | see He actually likes us. What a great re-
that God used waiting throughout minder.
history to teach people to trust and So, as | sit and continue to experi-
follow Him. ence a period of waiting for this child,
| often want to deride those frus- | am reminded again to be grateful for
trating Israelites as | read through the opportunity to wait, knowing that
the story of their rescue from Egypt, it will produce the sort of fruit that

couch having the “beautiful” experi- the miraculous direction with pillars only comes from the Holy Spirit as He
ence known as early labor. The con- of cloud and fire, the provision of continually, and patiently, shapes each
tractions remind me that the end of the manna and quail and the frequently of us into the people He wants us to
pregnancy is near, and yet | know overlooked sparing of the entire peo- become.

they are just teasers and that the disple as God's anger raged when His Editor's Note: For news about
comfort will probably continue many covenant people whined and de- Corrie and Jeff Sands’ new baby, see
more days than | would like to hope. spised the process of His leading page 8.

Waiting seems to be a theme God them toward the promised land. |
continues to repeat in my lessons of want to shout, “How could you not
life. The knowledge that | will soon remember?! Why are you so dense”
hold a miraculously healthy and Why did God bother to continue
whole tiny human is somehow over- tolerating you?!”

shadowed by my own impatience and
desire to control timing and outcome
of the imminent event of her birth.

My brain wants to figure out ex-
actly when she will arrive, and how
much she will probably weigh and
what it means if she is born a few
weeks early. | find myself anxious to
know things that “are too lofty” and
seeking Google like it is some sort of
magic 8 ball that will give me answers

to assuage my restlessness. | secretlyne that | am His beloved child?

hope that others struggle with the in-
satiable need to have answers NOW.
Really, who likes waiting? |
don’'t. None of the people | have
asked have said, “I just love waiting
and wish | could do it more often.”
And yet, it is so much a part of our
lives. | would even venture a guess

Then | am reminded, by the
same slow-to-anger Creator of the|-
universe, how | am exactly like
those people. My whiny and anxious
behavior when | am asked to wait | *
and trust is reminiscent of the same
stupidity | so readily point out in
“those people.” How merciful God
is! Why does He tolerate me? How
is it that I, too, get to experience His
grace and patience as He remind
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Introducing The 2007 Networkersy Lisa Goodell

First Pres summer youth pro-
grams will jump into high gear with
this week's arrival of seven Network-
ers from across the United States.
However, the Networker ministry is
more than just a summer job. Itis an
intense 10-week program designed to
provide Christian discipleship and

weight lifting and most other sports.
One of his favorite hobbies is cook-
ing. He enjoys having people over
for a mealHosts: Marty and Joanie
Martin family

Mary Koon - Junior High,
Lead Networker

Studies and Political Science. He en-

joys reading, drawing, skateboarding

and exercising. Ivan is hoping to
learn how to serve God better and to
understand cultural diversity and true
family valuesHosts: Chester and
Julie Goodale family

service for college-age students. Dis- Maryisa  Samantha Shepherd - Junior High
cipleship occurs through intentional returning Samantha
biblical training and reflection with Net- hails from
church staff, the NET core team and worker the Tur-
advisors. They also have the experi- this year! lock/

ence of living with a church family. She just Modesto
Service opportunities abound as Net- gradu- area, and is
workers build relationships with youth ated a senior
and families of the church. Network- from studying
ers are assigned to different age Taylor nursing and
groups but are also exposed to other Univer- communi-
ministries (visit STARS, help at the sity in Upland, IN. Her degree is in cative dis-
thrift shop and other downtown minis- Christian Educational Ministries. orders at

tries). The overall purpose of this min- She is from Columbus, OH and en-

istry is to glorify Christ and live for

joys soccer, swimming, roller blad-

CSU, Fresno. She attends the college
group at First Pres and has served in

Him in all areas of life, and to encour-
age the body of believers.

ing, bike riding, water coloring, pho- the Awana program. She is a "people-
tography, traveling, and taste-testing person" who knows sign language and

ice cream flavorddosts: Catherine
Alkire family

Please join us in welcoming the
following five ladies and two men.
Keep this biographical information

handy throughout the summer so you Ivan Paz - High School

enjoys swimming, water polo, kids,
and the outdoors. Samantha would
like to connect to different-aged peo-
ple in First Pres and grow in her faith.

can be in prayer for each Networker Ivan Paz is  Hosts: Scott and Wendy Norvell fam-
and their ministry. a Fresno ily
native and

Nate Moon - Primaries/Juniors, a part of Allison Glaspey - High School

Lead Networker the college First Pres
Nate has just ministry. member
earned his Heis Allison
Bachelor of thankful Glaspey
Science in for church grew up in
Psychology members our church.
Degree from and pastors who embrace others and She is a sen-
Southern Ore-  are serious about their faith. He is a ior at Azusa
gon Univer- junior at Fresno Pacific University Pacific Uni-
sity. His with a double major in Religious versity with

hometown is
Madras, OR (about an hour north of
Bend). He learned about First Pres
through classmate Catherine Cousins
and was a Networker last year. Nate
was blessed by the special community
that is First Pres and is excited to
have a second opportunity to work
with children, staff and families. He
loves to golf, fish and hike. He enjoys

a major in Liberal Studies and con-
centration in English. She plans to
teach elementary school and perhaps
do missions. She enjoys riding horses,
reading, traveling, cooking, snow ski-
ing, wakeboarding, hiking/hanging

out in the mountains, and taebo. She
has a passion for other cultures, the
marginalized, those in different reli-
gious groups, and for the lost. She is



looking forward to serving the church
she grew up in, alongside many pas-
tors and mentors who have blessed

her life. She hopes to reconnect with

the members of First Pres, grow spirif

tually, and encourage the youth in
their relationship with God-osts:
Curtis and Elizabeth Smith family

Lorin Capps - Primaries/Juniors

Lorinis a
senior at
Longwood
University in
Farmuville,
VA. She re-
cently moved
to Kilmar-
nock, VA.

but was
raised in Richmond, VA. She is ma-
joring in Secondary Education

(English and History). Past Networke}

Emily Hedstrom told her about Net-
workers. She enjoys reading, travel-
ing, being outdoors, spending time
with her family and has a passion to
talk to people and hear their stories.
She desires to help others grow in
their faith this summeHosts: Jim
and Roxanne Cousins family

Rachel York - Primaries/Juniors
Rachel

grew up in
Fresno and
has at-
tended First
Pres with
her parents,
Ralph and
Marcie, for

the last
three years. She is now a junior at
Fresno Pacific University with a ma-
jor in History. She loves the college
group and has worked with fourth- to
sixth-graders in Awana. She enjoys
being outdoors, reading, working with
flowers, learning languages, cooking
and being with friendd-osts: Tom
and Marilyn Patten

Remembering Our Networkers
by Susan Glover

The summer of 1969 (I think), |
hosted my very first Networker. (At
that time they were called Trainees.)
Every summer my family expected
to experience the bedroom/ bath-
room squeeze. We were a family of
four females and often had two or
more Trainees staying with us.

| don’'t know where the concept
of “bunk” beds began— probably
prison or the military. They are
great for accommodating the
masses, taking out your anger by
irritating the person on top, or step-
ping on the person on bottom just
for effect. They are also great for shower daily and use deodorant when
flight training! they live in Fresno during the sum-

Kitchens are a great place to mer. We can’t always go with the
“hang” with the gang, even if it is “big” kids just because they live at
only ten by six feet. Sitting on top our house.
of the washer and dryer makes for Prayer time is more fun with
intimate conversation. If you are more people, other families have se-
guiet enough you can escape somecrets too, playing a musical instru-
amount of responsibility for food ment is a great asset, andldestake
preparation and cleanup. practice. Not everybody likes dogs

We certainly had a global ex- and cats but they adjust, and we get
perience with our extended family. by with less strict manners when we
We hosted girls from England, Scot- have more people at the table than
land, Australia, France, and all Mom is able to watch. Laughter is
across the U.S.A. contagious and sometimes embarrass-

I'm not sure what they would ing!
tell you they learned from the ex- | praise God for allowing my
perience, but | can say my family children and now grandchildren, to be
learned a great deal about commu-in a community of believers that val-
nity living. Sharing is essential, ues and encourages cross-cultural and
older sisters are fun (most of the lifestyle experiences. We have been
time), and everybody needs to stretched by leaders that love the Lord
and who are committed to summer

training when they could be making
more money or perhaps just being
with their own family and friends.

Hebrews 13 says to continue to
love each other with true Christian
love, and not to forget to show hospi-
tality to strangers, for some who have
done this have entertained angels
without realizing it.

Most of the young women that
lived with us were strangers to us
prior to living in our home. No doubt
some are angels!




Deacon s Corner
by Marjie Washburn

Albanian Outreachby lan and Caralee Lor-

lan and Caralee Loring have main expenses of the building, th:e
been mission partners since 1992.youth pastor’s salary, a guard’s sail :
When they were a newly married ary, and a small percentage of sorme ~ Our May meeting of the Board of
couple, they invited us to come on of the outreach ministries, but it |S; Deacons came on Tuesday May 1. :
over and help them spread the gospelnot yet at a place where it can spoh-Moderator Carolyn Johnson called the
in recently opened Albania. Caralee sor a project this big. So that is whi meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. Carolyn
attended our church when she was inwe are asking for your help. Pleade introduced our Session representative

college, and was part of the 1984 prayerfully consider this opportui Mark Ruiz and thanked him for com:

“Search for Christ's Excellence
Trip.” Their children are Ashlie and
Isaac. The following article is printed
from a letter they recently sent to us.

nity. If you cannot come and help‘.
please consider supporting an Alba-
nian to reach out to his/her commu
nity this summer.
We have one othet

When lan planne
the summer outreach,
we were amazed to find
54 youth ready to sign
up as volunteers to le
part of this full-tim
summer program.
started this idea t

e
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L.

practical request. We are
planning to do some VBS
programs with children,:

along the theme of Cow-
boys and Ranches. We
would really like to :

gather some cowboy
items to help dress up the

years ago, and the fifgt
year we had 30 sign dp
even though we we
expecting a maximu
of 15. Then last year
had over 40 and no
this year we have a
work force of over 50, plus those who
will join along! We praise the Lord
for this group!

They are being organized into
seven groups of seven with a more
experienced person leading each

e

staff to look the part, and:
for some of the dramas.
If you have any cowboyi
hats, bandanas, sheriﬂ‘
badges, cowboy vests O:r
posters of this kind of:

theme, we could really'
use them. We want to set up tHe
whole downstairs of the church Ilke,l

a ranch and want to do it as eco-
nomically as possible.

: tions and shared

ing.
Patsy Cooper
led us in our devo-

about her experi-
ences in San Fran-
cisco with our
church’s high schoo
group. She spoke
about sharing God's

love and compassion with street pe@—
ple and the Hot Chocolate ministry :
they provided. They have now brouéht
this ministry to the streets of down-
town Fresno.

After we approved last month’ s
minutes, Pastor Paul Armstrong quke
to us “On Being Faithful.” He read
from Matthew 25 on the parable of the
talents and encouraged us to use tI“Ee
gifts God gives us in a manner that :
blesses others, while we ourselves :

¥ continue to grow in God's grace.

John Goodell mentioned the op-+

5 portunity to have this year’s Networli-

: ers come to visit our STARS this sum-

If you have items or funds yot

mer. Last year it was quite successful

group. Each group will have a focus, want us to send along to support the as the STARS and the Networkers *
an age group and a location, eithersummer outreach efforts of thg enjoyed the visits together.

Korca or one of the villages where we
are working. (Vlochisht, Vashtmi,
Pojan, Kamenic) We are really ex-

church in Korce get them to thé
church office, preferably during
weekdays, and we'll mail them cot-

Merlene Samuelian trained us m'
some of the ways we can help our 5
needy friends around the church on:

cited and overwhelmed at the samelectively. Checks can be made OUtSunday mornings. Many of her pomis
to First Presbyterian Church and
sent to the attention of Mission D|-
rector, Terry Jaurena.

time.
We will not be giving any money
to the volunteers, but we do need
some help sponsoring this project t
cover transportation costs a
ministry materials and pu
licity. We need approxi
mately $100-$125 p
student to cover e
penses. We are pleas
to report that the churc
offering is able to cover the

were quite helpful.
We had two memorial services :

: this month. One was for Doug Arm-:
: strong and the other for Helen Lattas

Both were members of our church

: family for a very long time.

We also continue to have many

meals prepared for our families in
: need, either because of health prob-
: lems or new babies. :

Pastor Paul Armstrong led us |n

: our closing prayer.



Ladies, Sing!by Dr. Julie

don't want
anyone to
You are cordially invited to sing hear you,
together. | know that many of you are sing softly.
very busy and cannot commit to a The point
regular ensemble. Some of you areis, come and sing!
great singers! A few of you like to tell In Psalm 149 we read: “Prais
me that you can't sing because longthe Lord. Sing to the Lord a ne
ago someone told you not to. Some song, His praise in the assembly
love to sing but don’t want others the saints.” Note that the psalmi}
hearing them. doesn't say, “Sing to the Lord a nej
Well, | have an opportunity for song if you have a good voice.”
you that you just can’t refuse. All the exhort you all, both accomplishef
women of our church are invited to
come rehearse a song together andsing a new song to the Lord. We wi
sing it for both services on Sunday, practice it and give it our very bes
June 24. The song is callddobody and then sing it in the “assembly
Fills My Heart Like JesusWe will the saints.”
rehearse Monday June 11 and 18 at We will “serve wholeheartedly
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. as if we are serving the Lord, ng
| hope that friends will come sing men, because we know that the Lo
with friends, and that mothers and will reward everyone for whateve
daughters will choose to do this to- good he or she does” (Ephesians 6
gether. All ages from third grade and 8). Our audience is God and
up are welcome. loves us all. He rejoices over us! 'i-
The song isn't difficult. If you come on down and sing “Soli Def
enjoy singing harmony you can do Gloria,” or in other words, “to God’s
that. If you can’t read music and need glory only!”
the melody, you can do that too. If you Looking forward to seeing you!

Dear Ladies of First Pres,

)

l/

A New Director Needed by Dr. Julie Carter

We have been fortunate and the fall we hope to have a new dire
blessed at First Pres to have manytor firmly in place. | am praying ove
wonderful people working with our who this new person will be. Fort
children in choir. The past six years nately, God already knows! | a
have been no exception in praying that one of you will
Kids Praise with Chester feel God’s call upon your life
Goodale. However, wit to lead our sweet children i
new job responsibilitie singing praise to Him.
coming in the fall, Chest The choir rehearses week
has told me that this wi from September to early Jung
be his final year directin at 11:00 am and sings in o
Kids Praise Singers. | a Sunday services severg
very grateful for Chester’s times a semester. Kids Praig
hard work and efforts. He occasionally collaborates
has loved and nurtured our with Full Court Pres directed
children, exuded a deep and abiding by Daphne Saul and sometimes si
love for Jesus, taught our children with the Chancel Choir.
about Him, and led them in so many If you have musical experienc
wonderful songs. We will miss him and feel God calling you to this ared,
deeply. please contact Dr. Julie Carter

When Kids Praise begins again in 485-6460.

\

f

Session Notes
by Scott McCallum

Denomination Status:

Session has been spending many
hours together in prayer to fully under-
standing the current condition of the
denomination, and to discern God’s
will for our denomination and His role
for us.

Please pray for the PCUSA and
our Session in discerning God'’s plan.
4/30/07 Accounting Results:

Giving as of 4/30/07 was below
budget by 8.43 percent, and spending

singers and novices, to come a d as of 4/30/07 was also below budget by

11 percent.

As of 4/30/07, our cash reserves
for operations are a little more than one
month of budgeted spending. Please
pray and thank God for His faithful-
ness, and ask that He will continue to
provide the perfect measurement of
manna.

-Day of Prayer:

Mark the fourth day of the month
on your calendar to pray for our Pres-
bytery. Pray for the churches, the semi-
nary students, our pastors and their
families. Also please pray for the issues
facing our denomination, that the Lord
will open the eyes and ears of the de-
nominational leaders.

Important Dates:

Remember to pray for Sudan.
There will be a standing prayer meet-
ing on the first Sunday of each month
in Room 101 at 8:30 AM (during First
Service).

First Presbyterian has a long tradi-
tion of leading the worship service at
the Fresno Rescue Mission on the First
Sunday of each month. Call Peter
France to sign up your group.

Pastor Prayer Partners meet 8:00
AM on 5/19, 9/15 and 12/1 for the re-
mainder of the year.

“Enjoy the City Entertainment
Books” are now on sale for $25 each.
$10 from each sale will help fund

jsscholarships and defray costs for

Women’s Conferences.
Liz Hulme and other parents are
scheduling a regular prayer time for

4t our High School Students; please call

Liz for the next prayer time.



The deadline for theJuly Chal-
lengeris June 22 at 5:00 p.mlt
will be mailed outluly 5. Please
submit articles to: Daphne Saul
daphne4926@sbcglobal.né252-
4064) or leave in newsletter box i
church office.

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or
ceaker@fpcfresnorg.
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New Babies

Thomas Ezekiel Dolan
Born to

Brian and Jeanne Dolal

April 20, 2007

Imogene Haley Sand
Born to
Jeff and Corrie Sands
May 21, 2007

Congratulations!
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Note %7

WE WILL HAVE A CART ON
THE PATIO EACH SUNDAY,
WITH “LEFT BEHIND”
ITEMS FROM THE
KITCHEN. AT THE END OF
EACH MONTH ANY UN-
CLAIMED ITEMS WILL GO
TO THE THRIFT SHOP.
PLEASE CHECK FOR
YOUR ITEMS.

A Special Thanks

Our family is blessed by the lov-
ing support and prayers given by
our fellowship of believers. We
could not have done it without
you. Thank you for being along-
side us during Doug’s ordeal.

God bless,
Sylvia Armstrong
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