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The Greatest Generation by Jamie Evans, Senior Pastor 

Watching babies makes me think 
of the past. History buffs are strange 
like that, for when we see the future 
being born we wonder what the past 
has taught us for their benefit. And 
this future has arrived! Corrie Sands, 
our Pastor to Children, has informed 
the leadership of our congregation 
that there has been a 100 percent in-
crease in growth in the numbers of 
her ministry in the past twelve 
months, children from birth through 
preschool! A tsunami of wonderful 
proportions is flowing up though our 
ranks. What of the past can we use to 
better serve their future? 

It has been called the Greatest 
Generation, those who suffered the 
ravages of the Depression in the 
1930’s and then fought the terrors of 
Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany in 
the Second World War, only to find 
the Red Tyrant of the Soviet Union 
enslaving millions of Eastern Euro-
peans in the aftermath as the Cold 
War evolved. In all of the above con-
flicts that generation won victory 
after victory.  

Even so, at that time the church 
began a slide in participation, as the 
once dominant mainline denomina-
tions began to crumble. Today we 
see the wreckage of those once proud 
institutions smoldering and collaps-
ing in their terminal stages. 

As I watch this I wonder—
perhaps it was a major and un-
founded trust in the power of organ-
ized institutions that led to both suc-
cess in the armed conflicts and the 
loss in the transmission of the Faith 
that has so blessed America. Massive 
machines of factory production, uni-
versity education, military conquest 
and governmental control and guid-
ance had brought an end to the ty-

rants, but church institutions did 
not have the concomitant power to 
vitalize the generations of the 
1960’s into participation and au-
thentic faith.  

Christianity has always resisted 
becoming routine and a machined 
process of transmission; instead it 

requires one-to-one conversation, 
conversion and discipleship. Since 
its aim is actual intimacy with the 
Creator of all, it is best practiced in 
the environment of such on a hu-
man level— people leading people 
from home and pulpit into depth of 
prayer and loving guidance of the 
Word. This is no cold engineering 
blueprint, but a living breathing 
growth from love of one another to 
the love of God. 

We now watch parents, who 
are far less interested in the num-
bers of our congregation and the 
forms of our polity and who are 
unimpressed with the pedigree of 
our institution, decide that they are 
the first line of Christian ministry 
to their children. Bible memoriza-

tion, dinner table talk, prayers at bed 
time, and modeling of Christian mar-
riage are now their primary tools for 
the discipling trade of their offspring.  

Of course this was present in past 
generations, but since university and 
media, as well as general America 
culture, have become rather ignorant 
of the basics of the Christian way, 
the home is ever more needing inten-
tional focus as the first place of min-
istry. Dating partners have to ask 
hard questions about a potential 
mate. Will this person seriously co-
operate in building our future home 
into such an oasis of the Word and 
worship? The old institutions that 
helped cement the morals and de-
meanor of the old Biblical founda-
tions now are absent at best, and in a 
number of cases have to be vaulted 
over to rear the next generation suc-
cessfully in belief and trust of God.  

The Book of Joshua makes this 
its key. Israel was invading a hostile 
culture. The home and family were 
the primary tools of transferring 
spiritual DNA into the future. As we 
lay on our beds, as we sit at the gates 
and as we walk in the road we were 
and are to teach the Word to our 
young. We attempt this in everything 
from back pack trips to mission pro-
jects, Sunday School teachings to 
memorization tasks.  

But still we of the staff of First 
Presbyterian can only assist the pri-
mary ministers, you the parents and 
surrogate parents of the hundreds of 
young we have here. Our task is to 
learn to be natural in the spiritual 
things and spiritual in the natural 
tasks. Infusion of the Faith begins 
with our faith being tangibly prac-
ticed in clear view of this church’s 
children. 
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I loved the babies and babies 
on-the-way parade Corrie orches-
trated recently in our worship ser-
vices. What a great visual about the 
treasures God has entrusted to us, 
another generation to raise up in the 
ways of our Lord. And more are on 
the way! 

As a church 
body, we’ve also 
recently entered 
into another kind 
of motherhood. 
We don’ t have an 
ultra sound to 
show you, but 
there’s a new life 
we hope to “birth”  
in the months 
ahead. That new 
life is a church 
plant of our Presbytery and we’ve 
made the commitment to be its 
“Mother Church.”  

This child is already named 
Community of Joy and is being nur-
tured by Rev. Rich Latta and his 
wife Colleen. Rich is the son of FPC 
members Howard and Helen Latta 
and is also a Presbyterian pastor. 
God has birthed in him a desire to 
plant a multi-cultural, contemporary 
church in the Southeast part of our 
city, a place of much planned 
growth in the years to come. 

This kind of Motherhood is a 
new venture for us. This kind of a 
Church is a new venture for our 
Presbytery and for the Lattas. Like 

most new moms, we have much to 
learn. We don’ t know all that we need 
to know about being a Mother 
Church, but we are trusting that the 
same Lord who called us into the 
covenant will also equip us for all that 
it calls us to do. 

We do know that one of the best 
things we can do as the 
Mother Church is to 
pray for this Child. So I 
invite you to begin now 
to pray for Rich and 
Colleen as they seek to 
reach out in this area. 
You can pray for God to 
lead us to His children 
in that area who would 
joyfully open up their 
homes to host Bible 
studies and fellowship 

times. You can pray that some of 
God’s children will be moved to help 
with Community of Joy’s evening 
Vacation Bible School July 24-28. 
You can pray that God will grow the 
Child and also teach us, its Mother 
what we need to know to be a good 
mom. 

Like the motherhood we know 
more about, being this Mother Church 
will require that we lose some sleep, 
stretch ourselves in new ways and 
learn new skills. We believe that it 
will also be richly rewarding as we 
see that Child take its first hesitant 
steps, walk confidently and then be-
gin to run the race the Lord has set 
before it. 

A Different K ind of Motherhood  
by Terry Jaurena 

An Oven Perspective By Greg Ehlert  

we have a limited time on earth is 
certain. As my body is laid to rest 
after my spirit goes to be with God, 
what will I have wanted to accom-
plish in my life? Ultimately, I want 
to have lived with a reckless aban-
don to the love of God that I might 
have risked in all of the areas He 
wanted to take me. 

I am reminded of Psalm 16 which 
reads, “Therefore, my heart is glad, 
my tongue rejoices, my body also will 
rest secure. For you will not abandon 
me to the grave nor will you let your 
holy one see decay.”  As we learn to 
trust God with our very lives, may we 
be freed-up to live with unrestrained 
abandon for Him! 

I recently partici-
pated in a ten-day 
course with the 
seminary that took 
me to Los Angeles. 
While staying in 
Pasadena, I had the 

opportunity with about thirty other 
students to visit a multitude of Chris-
tian ministries in the greater Los An-
geles area. It was a week of tremen-
dous challenge, encouragement and 
power. 

On the first full day in the city, 
we visited a crematorium that ser-
vices Los Angeles County. Any man, 
woman or child who dies in the 
county of Los Angeles but is not 
claimed by family or friends is docu-
mented and sent to this crematorium. 
The operator at the facility is a man 
named Craig who has been cremating 
the remains of “unaccounted-for”  
people for over twenty years. His sto-
ries and responsibilities were power-
ful to hear and see. 

I’ ll never forget looking into the 
depths of the three incendiary devices 
(or ovens) he uses to cremate bodies. 
The ovens themselves can reach tem-
peratures of over 2,500 degrees, al-
though he usually runs them around 
1,200 degrees. Craig works with tre-
mendous diligence as he is sure to get 
the highest percentage of ashes possi-
ble after the ovens have finished their 
several-hour cycle. An adult body is 
reduced to about 4 pounds of ashes. 

I couldn’ t help but think about the 
truth of the scripture that tells us 
we’ re made of dust and to the dust we 
shall return. Being aware of one’s 
own mortality is a healthy place to be, 
I believe, because we are reminded 
that a lot was accomplished before we 
were born and God will continue to 
be working in this world after we are 
gone. Tony Campolo once said, 
“Don’ t tip-toe through life so care-
fully just so you can die safely.”  

Regardless of whether we choose 
to be buried or cremated, the fact that 
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From Erseke to Fresno by Bob and Linda Os-
It’s time for another “greeting”  

from the Osbornes. Now we’ re back in 
Fresno. What an amazing life God has 
for us— home in Fresno and home in 
Erseke! How blessed we feel. The old 
adage of “home being where the heart 
is”  is certainly true for us. 

When we left Erseke many plans 
were being made for the summer 
camps that will minister to the chil-
dren of Albania. The large campsite in 
Erseke will facilitate the younger ages 
while the mountains will be a wilder-
ness camp for the older kids.  

In early August there will once 
again be the women’s conference 
which brings women from all over 
southern Albania for teaching and rich 
fellowship. One new adventure this 
summer is the day camps for the 
Erseke youth. The suggestion came 
from our mayor, Tiku. He spoke to 
Mark Stoscher about the city govern-
ment, school system and Kisha Ungjil-
lore cooperating together to put on a 
day camp for the children of the town. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
minister to children, parents, teachers 

and all who participate. Please pray 
for all these summer events— that 
our Lord Jesus might be known by 
many new hearts and that those who 
know Him would be blessed and em-
powered by His Spirit. 

The land issue dispute continues 
as we have now appealed the court 
decision. We know God has honored 
your prayers as all of us serving 
there are at peace and trust that the 
Lord is fully in charge. We continue 
to pray for the man who is bringing 
the suit, that his heart might turn to 
the living Lord and find a peace and 
hope that surpasses all he knows 
right now. Your prayers matter so 
much and we thank you for God’s 
faithfulness to us. 

Our return has been a delight in 
that a few days after our return, 
Mark Stoscher, Doni Lilo and Ted 
Grigsby arrived. Mark is the director 
of the Torchbearers Bible School, 
Doni serves as the principal and Ted 
was a student at this year’s session. 
What a fun return for us. In mid-May 
our dear friends Thoma and Vali 

Gjoshe will arrive for a month-long 
visit as their son, Redi, graduates from 
Fresno State and begins a new job. We 
are so happy to have them in our home 
and enable them see the life Redi has 
in the States. We hope many of you 
will meet them.  Please pray for their 
travel. Their English is very limited 
and it’s their first time outside of Al-
bania. 

We are in Fresno for about four 
months, leaving again in early Sep-
tember. We will make every effort to 
see many of you, as we’d like to hear 
about your life in the last year, too. 
Please feel free to call or e-mail us 
about a time to get together.  

How blessed we are to have you 
supporting, loving and encouraging us 
in so many wonderful ways. We are 
deeply appreciative. 

Mozart and More by Walter Saul 
The San Joaquin Valley Chapter 

of the American Guild of Organists 
recently invited the First Presbyterian 
Church Chancel Choir, along with its 
director, Julie Carter, and organist, 
Constance Ellenberger, to participate 
in its “Mozart and More” concert at 
University Presbyterian Church in 
Fresno. This program took place on 
Sunday, April 30, 2006, at 3 p.m. The 
University Presbyterian sanctuary 
was comfortably filled with members 
of the two churches and others to en-
joy this tribute to Wolfgang A. Mo-
zart on the 250th anniversary of his 
birth. 

Constance Ellenberger, organ, 
and Jan Goyette, trumpet, opened the 
concert with Marc Charpentier’s fes-
tive Prelude to Te Deum. Faye 
DeLong, organist, followed with the 
final two movements of Felix Men-
delssohn’s Sonata IV for Organ. 

The first music by Mozart con-
sisted of three duets for organ: 
Fuga, Piece for Musical Clock, and 
an arrangement of Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusic ably presented by Jac-
queline Johnson and Laurell Huber. 
Then our own Connie played two 
impressive solos on the organ: the 
Humoresque – “ L’organo primi-
tivo”  Toccatina for Flute by Pietro a 
Yon and Diane Bish’s triumphant 
postlude Come Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing. 

Shirley Mele, flutist, and Cath-
erine Walker, organist, then shared 
two movements from Mozart’s So-
nata 4 in A (K.V. 12), one of six 
sonatas for flute and piano the eight-
year-old wrote for the Queen of 
England. 

The First Pres choir then took 
the stage with Mozart’s elegant Ju-
bilate, focusing the congregation on 

the worship of the LORD through joy-
ous and glorious singing. We contin-
ued with Worship the Lord, a delight-
ful black Gospel setting by Byron 
Smith. Stuart Conrad’s and Sandy 
Ruiz’s solos alternated with the tight 
harmonies of the choir as this explo-
sive and jubilant tune ended peace-
fully in adoration of the LORD. 

The climax of the afternoon, 
however, was Michael Bedford’s 
Psalm 96. Jan Goyette returned to 
play the trumpet descant in this cele-
bration of God’s majesty and holi-
ness, so well depicted by the opening 
and closing fanfares and the contem-
plative middle section, featuring an 
almost a cappella choir with soft 
trumpet responses. 

The reception following the pro-
gram gave the congregation a fine 
opportunity to get to know the many 
musicians taking part in this concert. 
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Summer Networkers Seek to Serve Chr ist and Others by Lisa 

“Come, follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.”  Matthew 4:19 

 
First Pres summer youth programs 

will jump into high gear this week as 
nine Networkers arrive from across 
the nation. The Networker ministry is 
more than just a summer job. It is an 
intense ten-week program designed to 
provide college-age students with 
Christian discipleship and service. 
Discipleship occurs through inten-
tional biblical training and reflection 
with church staff, the NET core team 
and advisors. Service opportunities 
abound as Networkers build relation-
ships with youth and families of the 
church. Networkers are assigned to 
different age groups, but will also be 
exposed to other ministries (i.e. visit 
STARS, help at the thrift shop, and 
assist with other downtown minis-
tries). The overall purpose of this min-
istry is to glorify Christ and live for 
Him in all areas of life, and to encour-
age the body of believers. 

Join us in welcoming the follow-
ing six ladies and three men. Please 
keep this biographical information 
handy throughout the summer so you 
can be in prayer for the Networkers 
and their ministries. 
 
Justin Beatty – Junior High 

Justin grew 
up at First 
Pres and en-
joys sports, 
and studying 
the Bible. He 
is a junior at 
University of 
Washington, 
where he 
lives in 
Christian 
community 

with 48 other guys all dedicated to 
following God. Justin realizes that we 
are all broken and sinful, and he 
strives to meet others where they are 
in order to show them Christ’s love 
with humbleness.  

 
Car ly Cerak - High School 

Carly was 
born in 
Indiana, 
grew up in 
a small 
town in 
Michigan, 
and is back 
in Indiana 
attending 
Taylor 
University, 
a Christian 

college. She is a senior with a major 
in Christian Education, and spent a 
semester in Ireland. She enjoys 
sports, hiking, and reading. Carly 
plays soccer for Taylor and values 
time spent pursuing her relationship 
with God and friends.  
 
 
Kather ine Ellenberger  –  
Junior  High 

Katherine 
has at-
tended 
First Pres 
with her 
family 
since high 
school. 
She is a 
junior at 
Master’s 
College in 
Santa 

Clarita, where she is majoring in 
Home Economics – Family and Con-
sumer Science, along with a counsel-
ing emphasis. Katherine is preparing 
for a possible future in missions. She 
has learned about God’s goodness, 
sovereignty, love and trustworthiness 
as she has relinquished control of her 
life to the Lord. She has been on a 
mission trip to central Mexico, and 
will join us after a fun trip to Spain 
and Italy. 
 
 

 
Kr istan Hur tado – Pr imary/Junior  

Kristan is a 
sophomore 
at CSU, 
Fresno, ma-
joring in 
Liberal Stud-
ies. She is 
blessed to be 
on the Inter-
Varsity wor-
ship team, 
and plans on 
leading a 

GIG (Group Investigating God) in her 
sorority next semester. Growing up in 
East Los Angeles and Tulare, she has 
developed a love for sports, reading, 
writing, and music (instrumental and 
voice). She believes that Christ calls 
us to love, forgive, give, have mercy 
and spread the Word to the ends of the 
earth. Kristan has learned that we will 
never want in any way if we give our 
whole selves to Him. 
 
 
 
Juana Jacques – Junior High 

A student at 
Reedley Col-
lege studying 
Child Devel-
opment, Juana 
grew up in 
Dinuba. She is 
the “baby”  of 
the family, 
with siblings 
18-20 years 
older than her. 
She had spent 

several summers on staff at Calvin 
Crest and was in their Common Fire 
program. She has a passion to serve 
Christ by reaching out to the develop-
mentally disabled and those marginal-
ized by society.  
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Peter  Jones – Pr imary/Junior  

Peter has 
been a part of 
First Pres all 
his life and 
attends 
Fresno City 
College, 
where his 
major is Eng-
lish Educa-
tion. He en-
joys humor, 
film, and 

working with the theater. He was pre-
viously a Networker in the summer of 
2003, and appreciates the fellowship 
and discussions found through book 
studies and his house church. Peter has 
grown in his theology through intel-
lectual interactions with God and His 
Word, and has seen the results of 
physical and spiritual healing.  
 
 
 
 
Mary Koon – High School 

Mary is from 
Columbus, 
OH, and she 
is a senior at 
Taylor Uni-
versity. 
Along with 
Carly, she 
has studied 
abroad in 
Ireland. 
Growing up 
she was a 

serious soccer player, and involved in 
other sports as well. She wants to de-
vote her life to Christian service, and 
seeks to listen to, love and encourage 
others. She has a thirst for the Word 
and prays for wisdom and knowledge 
in order to share her faith with others. 
 
 
 

Nate Moon – High School 
Nate 
comes 
from the 
small, but 
interesting 
town of 
Madras, 
Oregon. 
He is 
studying 
counsel-
ing as a 

junior at Southern Oregon Univer-
sity in Ashland. He enjoys golfing, 
weight-lifting, fishing and hiking. 
Life’s experiences have taught him 
to rely on God. He seeks serve 
Christ by loving others, being a 
good listener and living in humility 
before Christ. He hopes to do this 
in the future by counseling families 
and individuals.  
 
Cyndi Pulsinelli – Pr imary/
Junior  

Cyndi 
grew up 
in a close 
family in 
Sandy, 
OR. Her 
family 
now lives 
near Mt. 
Hood, in 
the coun-
try. 
 

She enjoys mountain biking, 
weight-lifting, running, and work-
ing with kids. She attended South-
ern Oregon University, but will 
transfer to Portland State Univer-
sity for her sophomore year. Her 
major is Business/Marketing/
Health. She has learned to rely on 
God©s strength and His promises of 
peace and hope during life©s trials. 
Cyndi wants to be a role model to 
others in order to share Christ with 
them. 

A Gift For Sudan 
By Bob Smith 

I have been requested to write up a 
significant series of events that, to me, 
indicate the guidance of God and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit – even using 
forgetfulness! 

Two or three years ago, I received 
a call from a fairly well-to-do friend on 
the East Coast, saying, “Bob, several 
days ago during my quiet time, God 
told me He wanted me to give 
$250,000 to feed the poor in the Sudan. 
I contacted two of my friends who are 
deeply involved in key Christian or-
ganizations and could handle such a 
transaction: but neither of them has 
called back. I even tried a mission 
board and was told they would be glad 
to handle my request with an admini-
stration charge of 15%. Now, I don’ t 
mind perhaps five or ten thousand, but 
nearly $40,000 – no way! They said, 
“Since you are a personal friend of a 
former board member of World Vision, 
would you see if your friend might as-
sist in this effort?”  

I made several attempts that eve-
ning to reach my friend but was unsuc-
cessful. Then, I promptly forgot! (How 
could anyone interested in Christian 
charity forget to aid in the conveyance 
of a $250,000 gift?) 

Two or three weeks later my East 
Coast friend called and asked what 
information I had obtained. 
(Embarrassed, I admitted  that I had 
forgotten to follow through on my con-
tact.) I told him to stay on the line 
while I tried again to call my friend, 
and soon we were having a three-way 
conversation. During this call, my West 
Coast friend said that they have mis-
sionaries in another needy area of Af-
rica who would use the money wisely. 
The answer to that was, “The Lord was 
very specific regarding the Sudan,”  to 
which came the reply, “ I am not sure 
what I can do, but I will try.”  

Within the next two days, my 
friend called an officer of World Vi-
sion whose response was, “This is quite 
interesting because the representative 
for the East Coast area is sitting in my 

(Continued on page 8) 

Networkers: Continued 
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 The deadline for  the July Chal-

lenger is June 23 at 5:00 p.m. It 
will be mailed out July 5. Please 
submit articles to: Carol Valencia 
(454-9467), cjm44@cvip.net or 
leave in newsletter box in church 
office. The deadline for  “ A Place 
for  You”  is each Monday at 5 
p.m. Please submit announcements 
to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.  
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Session Repor t 
Giving as of 4/30 was nine per-

cent below budget. Spending was ten 
percent below budget, and cash 
available for operations is approxi-
mately two months of budgeted 
spending. 

Session has elected the following 
officers for the church’s non-profit 
corporation: Scott Hulme, president; 
Heidi Lynn, Secretary; Henry Chin, 
Treasurer; Gerre Brenneman, Vice 
President. 

Session is deeply grateful for the 
long service of Del Edwards as 
Church Corporate Secretary. office right now and will be return-

ing there very soon.”  Upon returning 
to her office, the World Vision repre-
sentative immediately visited the 
couple. They were so impressed, 
they wrote a check to World Vision 
on the spot. 

But the story does not end there. 
Within a matter of days, World Vi-
sion received a call saying, 
$7,000,000 (Yes, seven million dol-
lars) of food had been donated for 
the poor in the Sudan, but the gov-
ernment would not allow the food to 
be released without a payment of 
$250,000! With joy, World Vision  
said, “We have the money!”  

Look at the sequence of events. 
God’s  planning and timing are  al-
ways perfect! 

Sudan: Continued from page 5 

Many Thanks 
Thank you for the beautiful and 
heart-felt “send-off”  you gave me in 
March. The emotional journey of 
each message and thought has been 
enormous and taken time. I thank 
God for each one of you. You are so 
special and such a blessing to me. 
We share cherished memories. 
 
 In Christ’s love, 
 Jeanne Brown 


