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Campus Beautys& '

| am a jealous man—not in the beautiful and well mad
usual manner of the word, for the Tabernacle of t
Kristy has never given me any rea- Lord would be, eve
son to feel such an emotion. though it was only
Rather | am jealous for this cam- temporary tent!
pus—for its maintenance, upkeep, Half the whole boo
quality of construction and beauty. is dedicated to lines a
And | am eager to see it given to gold, woods and ve

ken word in our
sanctuary and third
for the sake of
beauty as our old
exterior of our place
of worship needs a
real touch of refur-
bishment.

the next generation better than it isments, tapestries a Peeling paint and
now. silver all in the servic hard lines beg for
This is our anchor in time, for of helping the people renewal, concrete
we pass much to our children and worship. covered in kind
grand children that is priceless— Here God meant stucco and new
our values, faith and memories of chitecture to have an impact for lines add to harsh right angles.
our teachings. We pass the WordHis beloved Israel. It sent a mes-  Our theological theory needs
of Life and the manner in which sage in form and line, curve and to be simple and clear here—
we execute it in our daily walk. construction that this business of God’s house must be better cared
These are priceless and essenworship was of the highest prior- for than yours and mine.
tial in their bank account of inheri- ity. The generations were to be If I use oak and high quality
tance. Yet we also pass on ourimpressed. stone at my home, why not even
church buildings and grounds Israel gave lavishly of its better for Him who made us? Al-
where our baptisms, weddings, funds to construct the House of though someday my domicile will
confirmations and worship as well God, so much so due to their be sold to the highest bidder, this
as our funerals are held. Long aftergratitude for freedom from place hopefully will always be a
we are gone, these buildings will Egypt's slavery that they finally house of Presbyterian worship.
remain, God willing. had to be restrained from giving Quality makes a massive statement
Beauty is massively important too much. here.
in the Word of God. Fully half of No less, we have been freed  Then comes basic maintenance
Exodus is committed to the teach- from the slavery of sin by of this delightful place. Do you
ing the Hebrew people about how Christ's work on the cross. We have a wrist that works? We have
too are called to respond in suchdoors that need paint and walls
a fashion. that hope for TLC and new color.
Is this more important than Walkways could benefit from a
evangelism or mission? No! Yet power wash and old benches hope
important it remains. It is not a for new varnish.

trifing matter. Our campus is We welcome any and all who
\ going through a major face lift have a few spare hours to bend a

first because of needs for more wrist to high quality care of this

space for our youth and for adult place. Susan Glover would love to

education rooms that are too few hear from any and all volunteers

and ever overused. who want to help care for the
Second, we do this so that house of the Lord.

our ears can better hear the spo-
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More Bible Studies With Beth Moore& (

Ladies, summer vacation has never herself.” No wonder her If you missed this summer’s study,

just begun, and WOW! If you think ministry has been so blessed. take heart! Why not “step up” and
the temperatures rising, take a It is exciting and encouraging reserve Monday nights as you plan

look at the numbers of women in- hearing these ladies tell how much for the fall?
volved in weekly Bible studies at the studies of Luke, John, the Monday Night Moore will be-
First Pres. Fruit of the Spirit, and Daniel gin on September 22 at 6:00 p.m.
Throughout this school year, have challenged them to be more They will be using the same Beth
dozens of women have enjoyed thefaithful to Christ, His Lordship Moore study,Stepping up: a Jour-
blessings and challenges of listen-and Kingdom. The studies have ney through the Psalms of Ascent
ing to and applying God’s Word, deepened their relationship with Just as a song or poem can ex-
and of sharing our lives in Christ. God the Father, Son and Holy press feelings of fear, doubt, hope,
And while things sometimes slow Spirit. and joy, these fifteen Psalms model
down in the summertime, our cur- how study participants can voice
rent series is bringing seventy their own petitions and praises to

Plan Now For
Beth Moore Studies

women (and over fifty children!) to our God, who is always available
the church every Thursday morn- and ready to hear us. Modern-day
ing. The Spirit is clearly at work believers can learn much from these

How did all this excitement when women are comparing treasured Psalms in their journey
come about? Well, if you ask Lois notes, days later, in lively conver- toward greater intimacy with God.
May, she’ll tell you, “God just sations about Daniel and his lion’s The Thursday Morning study
wanted to do this.” And it certainly den experience. Others considerwill also continue in the fall with
doesn't hurt that Beth Moore’s en- how the modern-day “Babylon” another Beth Moore series. We will
ergetic approach and solid scholar-we live in influences our lives. continue to provide loving child
ship make for some of the most Even though summer is still care. While you are growing
winsome and wise Bible teaching young, many of us are already through study and sharing, your
available anywhere. As one personconsidering our major time com- children will enjoy activities, learn-
said, “She always exalts Jesus andmitments for the coming months. ing opportunities and snacks.

Fruits of the Spirit #

Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But dren's values and judgment hap-This is a ten week series that
the fruits of the Spirit are love, pens. Parents have the most inputteaches about using the ten “fruits”
joy, peace, patience, kindness,in helping their children to navi- as tools for handling difficult
goodness, faithfulness, gentlenessgate uncertain waters in the cul- situations that will inevitably arise

and self control.” ture and lay a foundation for as school life begins.
| believe that the primary rea- good decision making in the fu- The great part about preparing
son God created childhood the tyre. for this class is that | have been

way he did was to allow time for God gives us the great gift of convicted about using the same
imperfect parents to prepare peo-community. As parents, we are tools for my responses to life
ple for adulthood. Our culture, in not alone if we can work together Situations. That is the best part
many ways, works against that within a church to support each about the Bible— its teachings are
preparatory process, which endsother and work through tough applicable whether you are at the
up forming perpetual children in- parenting issues together. beginning or the end of life.
stead of productive adults. The children entering kinder- | encourage you to memorize
School years are a time when garten this fall are doing some Galatians 5:22-23 in order to keep
refining and sharpening of chil- work with the fruits of the Spirit. it in your proverbial pocket for use
daily.



Millbrook Vote &

| was flabbergaste
when | was chosen to ta
part in the team that wou
recommend to the Prest |

tery of the San Joaqu k

what should be the fate
the Millbrook Presbyterian

Church. Our sibling congregation,
Millorook, had decided unani-

mously among its elders and con-

gregation to leave the PC(USA) de-
nomination and to transfer to the

more conservative Evangelical Pres-

byterian Church.

When Sanger Presbyterian had We need such fellows in our ongq
asked to do this a very messy strug-
gle ensued, lawyers were brought
in, relationships damaged, and ne-

gotiations fierce. Why should this

not be a repeat, and even more so%pent two and a half hours i

For Millorook was larger and more
involved in our Presbytery. Thus its
loss would be far more costly to our
denomination.

| assumed that many would
want to heavily tax the church on its

way out and even attempt to seizeterian Church. Not one member

its property. Would my own stance
of dissatisfaction with the denomi-
nation preclude me from serving on
such a team? Apparently not.

For months our team met,

prayed, argued and researched. Our
report was due soon and we movedtending members of Millbroo

our deliberations to conclusion. But
what were we hearing from the
Holy Spirit?

Many saw the denomination
within its rights to retain the prop-
erty of Millborook and send its peo-
ple packing. Yet merciful restraint
held.

As we voted our consciences in

the team, the vast majority of us saw free and clear.

one clear duty—the Spirit was call-
ing us to free Millbrookwith their
property and bless them on their

//

' Music
influencing the Presbhy Opportunltles
tery towards Kingdom|l &

mercy even against pe
ceived denominationa
rights. The aim was td
send this church famil
into the Evangelical Pres
byterian Church as strong
stronger than they had left— njp
blood departure tax, no hostility.

Yes, there was sadness f
they are a precious congregation §
us, especially conservative congrf
gations like our own First Preg

Summer is a great time to slow
down a bit, take some vacation,
relax from the busy school sched-
ule if you have kids, and reflect on
where God is leading you into min-
istry. One opportunity | hope you'll
consider is the ministry of Worship
Ir and Music in the Chancel Choir.

o  Our Chancel Choir rehearses
- music together weekly to sing in
our services during the school year.
We have trained musicians and be-
ginner singers. God takes the music
we rehearse each week and uses it
Nto bless others! | am often amazed
yat how He provides for us!
Sometimes we are short of
singers in a section of the choir.
Yet each week God provides using
the singers who are present. Occa-
sionally we're all there and it's
really fabulous! But most of the
. time God uses average singers who

_ | really love the Lord to make great
our over 30 churches in the Pre - music!

bytery voted to _punish_MiIIbroo So I hope you'll consider sing-
or attempt to seize their properth o in'the choir this fall. Don't
No one even taxed them a pently oy it isn't a life commitment!

for the privilege of leaving. . -

; Consider joining for a semester, or
As the meeting ended the more if you really like it. Pray
about it this summer. As always, if

ing work within the denomination.

Our team report went to thg
Presbytery of the San Joaquin
Saturday June 7. The Presbyt

prayer prior to the vote on Mill
brook.

The Spirit spoke clearly, an
When the vote arrived Millbrook
was unanimously approved for
transfer to the Evangelical Presb

along with their pastor Jerry Vosg
were gathered at the front of thg
meeting hall as we all laid handgs
upon them and prayed Godg
blessing upon them as they left U
| was dumb struck! A unanimouj
vote is rare even in settled peadg
ful issues, let alone on allowing
congregation permission to lea

You need to know that we in
habit a rare and blessed Presk
tery. | have never been so proud

Df

way. Two moderate members wrote it as | was on Saturday. Merc]
very influential documents for the reigned!
Presbytery to peruse in hopes of




Dear Praying Friends& )
g J— We have been warmly wel-
comed by the Stoschers, the
Gundys and all the Christian fami-
' lies here. We are staying at the
et | House of Hope with the Stoschers
and enjoying Ruthie’s excellent
meals. Some of us like to cook, so
there's been a lot of fun and vari-
ety in the kitchen.

Our living situation is very
comfortable and homey. We've
enjoyed playing and singing (John
Slaughter and Dean Lloyd are our
“band”) with children from the
church and community who come
to enjoy the playground daily from
6to7p.m.

The construction work has
been challenging and productive.
Wednesday through Saturday we
broke through the eight-inch thick
concrete and clay tile roof of the
Camp/Bible School building using
hammers, chisels, power drill,

Thank you so much for your nich. The two-hour flight to Ti- grinders, etc. to make large holes
interest, support and prayers. Werana was smooth, but baggagefor the four new dormer windows
have felt wonderfully upheld by space was short, so five of our that will bring light to the new
the Lord's presence throughoutbags did not get on our flight. dorm rooms and recreation room
this first week. Most things have As it turned out we would not on the second floor.
worked out to be better than our have had space for them all on  That was grueling work. We
best hopes. Let me give you a fewour van on the five-hour drive came home exhausted each day
specifics: from Tirana to Erseke, but the and with some very sore muscles,

The trip from Fresno was airline had them delivered to our but no serious harm or accidents.
smooth and most of us were abledoor in Erseke over the next We also shoveled all the debris out
to get some sleep on the longthree days. So that worked out of the openings to the ground,

Our Albanian Team— Front: John and Margie Washburn.
Back: Tom Parsons, Dean Lloyd, and John Slaughter

flight from Los Angeles to Mu- OK after a bit of anxiety. loaded it into a truck and unloaded
it at the dump.
Camp in Erseke, with beautiful mountains in the bac We did all this alongside and

(Continued on page 9§)




the forms built, we expect to team here.

Praylng Friends: pour more cement tomorrow. Summer youth camps begin
(Continued from page ¥ Then we'll start framing for the next Monday, so the staff are busy
under the direction of a team of new roof over the old concrete.  getting things organized and han-
half a dozen Albanians, with The countryside here is very dling the myriad of details to pre-

whom we are becoming great beautiful. Erseke is a relatively pare for 130 children, aged 9 to
comrades in spite of language poor town of 8,000 in a lovely 11. Tents, canoes, wind-surf
limitations. They are strong and valley at the foot of a 7500-foot boards, the ropes course, crafts,
hard workers who know what they mountain range that forms the Bible studies, etc. are being read-
are doing, and they are a lot of fun southeast border with Greece. ied.

to work with. Ten week-long camps
They inspire us are scheduled and registra-

and we are a greél tions are pouring in from all

encouragement to across Albania. They expect

them. We experience our unity in The valley is fertile and we more than the 1000 youth who
Christ with most of them, and the see many gardens, orchards, anccame to camps last summer.
work atmosphere is supportive and fields growing corn, wheat, hay, The mission family consists of
energizing. What an answer to apples, grapes, and all kinds of great people who are seeing the
prayer and an evidence of God'svegetables. We've enjoyed walks Lord lead them in a very fruitful
Spirit among us! and bike rides through this scen- ministry, especially reaching youth
Today (Monday) we began ery to nearby villages and a se-and discipling them. They know
mixing cement and carrying it in cluded walnut grove. Wildflow- how to work hard and to have a lot
buckets up to the second floor to ers abound everywhere. of fun together along the way. Our
form the new frame and walls for We've had some good times gifted team blends well with the
the dormers. More hard work, but studying Ephesians together, ap-lively Christian family here.
now we can see the results, and theplying the principles of the unity Again, thank you for your part-
new shape of the new rooms. of the Body of Christ across cul- nership and prayers. Always re-
We're glad the demolition is tural diversity, and praying for member the love of Jesus, who
complete and the construction hasone another, our fellow construc- gives His abundant new life to the
begun! If the Albanian masons get tion workers, and the leadership poor and disadvantaged.
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Cars for Jesus?s '

Our church has 10,000 square taneously donated, as if need and clunkers just waiting for a new
feet of garage in the old A1 Auto  gift were in Holy Spirit synchro-  make over to a glorious Mercedes

shop on our property. Lately, we nicity together. This has hap- Benz donated.

have been taking cars donated pened many times during these Be open then, and listen to the
from our congregation, repairing  last few years. nudges. Needs may be in the off-
them in our garage space and then  Thus if you are feeling a ing. Tax breaks help make this a
finding people who need these ve- nudge with an extra car in your tad easier, yet the joy of seeing
hicles. Networkers, students, fami- life that you no longer need, what is surplus for one family be-
lies in crisis, staff, and those in our there may be a need that is aris- come a blessing for another beats
church orbit have all benefited ing among our people. Young any financial motivation. As with
from these donor cars. couples are often cash strapped, coats, so too cars— if you have

What | find to be remarkable is and their first real reliable caris more than you need pass them on.
how often when a real need arises a luxury they cannot yet afford. I This kind of recycling is the econ-
a car will just happen to be simul- have seen everything fromold  omy of Christ.



The deadline for the August
Challenger is Friday, July 25 at 5
p.m. It will be mailed out on Au-
gust 6. Please submit articles to CompLIter
newsletter box in church office. Of, OF =] Problems?
contact Daphne Saul, 252-4064, ¢ ; ;-
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net Roger and Marilyn Mi
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nassian’s son, Vue(“voo”) Lee, ip
The deadline for “A Place for V , a University of Phoenix gradyate
You’ is each Monday at 5 p.m. @&I’YJ in Information Tech_nolog_y with
Please submit announcements to (1. four years of experience in the
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or ‘ / field. Currently, Vue needs addi
staff@fpcfresno.orgnd put Cheryl - tional work. Several families in
Eaker’'s name in the subject box. % # the church have employed Vue [o
solve various computer problems,
including hardware and softwar¢
& ' installation and operation, remoy-
ing viruses, setting up routers, gs-
rHSE - tablishing e-mail accounts, net-
(" ) working, etc. If Vue can help yod,
. () *+ | i :
(e | . ] please contact him at 307-4829
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