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The Annual Report For 2005

Watching God Work

This year has brought us yet an-
other sign of God's initiative and in-
vasion in history. His choice to heal
Margaret Wilson of pancreatic cancer
was not part of our programmatic
plans for our church family. Session
and its ministry teams did not dream
this one up and staff it with volun-
teers. Human hands barely even as-
sisted; prayer partners and doctors
stood by and were amazed.

| chuckle to myself that such gifts
are given in this modern age. Perhaps
our times are not so far from the era
of the New and Old Testaments, for
we have miracles in our midst, and
the Holy Spirit would sharpen our
eyes to see them. God wants the faith
of this church family to be clear and
trusting, even in matters of life and
death.

Yet our church family did suffer
losses. We have had a host of deaths
unexpected and new widows to com-
fort. Deacons and pastors scrambled
to hospitals and homes wondering
why so many and so young?

God's mysteries force us to fall
into His waiting arms and live in hu-
mility under such circumstances. Still,
we watch our new widows and the
living sermons some have become.
They have tears of loss mixed simul-
taneously with the joy of Christ and
gratitude for a life given and now in
the arms of the Lord. 2005 was a year
of hard trials in loss and great Holy
Spirit comfort.

Our church has seen growth in
two key areas this year. First, our
children and youth programs have
grown under the fantastic four of Cor-
rie Sands, Marcie York, Craig

Blodgett and Greg Ehlert. Ther
teams of volunteers, their creative
new programs and increase in num-
bers have made us more aware of
our need for facilities that can safely
and graciously maximize ministry.
Prayer coverage over the kids is
growing, while plans are being laid
for new digs for Junior and Senior
High.

The second area of growth has
been an unexpected one, for many
new young couples in their child-
bearing years have arrived and are
settling in. It's a literal baby boom,
now in its second iteration, and our
nursery facility will launch to the
administration building as soon as
possible for more and better space.
These growing pains are a great
problem to have.

Prayer as a campus culture is
slowing growing. A Saturday night
prayer service once a month is at-
tempting to create a deeper and in-
tentional practice of prayer in musi-
cal freedom and worship as key to
all other ministries. We will see
what the Lord will do with this over
the decades, for it will take con-
certed effort to teach Presbyterians,
S0 strong in education, to also learn
humble petition and praise for their
own sakes.

The Long Range Plan was un-
veiled, and is at this date close to
70 per cent funded. It is a moderate
first stage with five goals ranging
from additions to youth space, nurs-
ery relocation, sanctuary enhance-
ment, organ expansion and campus
upgrades. Mission partners hope-
fully will have permanent space

among us with the

completion of this

plan and we will

take our place with

the other institu-

tions who are committed to refurbish-
ing downtown Fresno. It is our hope
that God's House will be better than
our own homes.

Tom Parsons announced his re-
tirement effective 2006, July. Our
Session has asked that he consider
becoming our Pastor Emeritus, that
this able man and his dear wife will
receive our thanks but not a perma
nent goodbye. We hope to have the
Parsons in our family until our Lord
calls us home. We could not be more
grateful for Tom and Jean's labors
and integrity in the ministry of the
Holy Spirit.




Beginning And Ending With Prayer |

In last year's Annua Report, |
asked our church to pray. | asked you
to pray for our staff and for our
church officers, and especially for
your every day relationship with our
Lord Jesus Christ. Wdll, 2005 was
certainly a year marked with prayer,
and Session witnessed great things
that God did through prayer. We saw
that love brought about hope, hope
gave birth to faith, and faith, in
prayer, resulted in miracles.

| want you to know that a vital
component of your Session's charac-
ter is prayer. At the beginning of each
meeting we spend time in devotion
and prayer. We started the year with
devotions based on Ben Patterson's
Book, Deepening Your Conversations
With God. We learned that we are
merely spinning our wheels if we do
not first seek God's will in prayer.
God brought together a Session of
many different people with many dif-
ferent talents. The one thing, however,
that the elders have in common, is that
they truly believe that God's will is
perfect, and they deeply desire God's
will over their own. Prayer has
brought us to that common goal.

We are so intent for God' s will to
prevail over our own, that it is our
practice to engage in prayer through-
out our meeting. To remind usto pray,
an elder will periodically announce
the affirmation, “Let us remember that
we are in the holy presence of God.”
Upon that announcement, we stop all
business, and we pray. Those prayers
revitalize and unify us. Prayer causes
us to realize that God is with us, and
He enjoys being with us, and prayer
reminds us that God does the work.
Prayer reminds us of these truths, and
makes our time together joyful.

Prayer is such a critical founda
tion for the ministries of First Pres,
that Session has established a new
office of Prayer Elder. The Prayer
Elder will be involved in the existing
prayer activities, such as the Pastors
Prayer Partners, the Saturday Night
Prayer Meetings and the Easter Prayer

Vigil, and will also seek
new prayer opportunities
for our Congregation. The
Prayer Elder will memori-
dize God's answers to
our prayers, which will
encourage our faith and
foster believing prayer.

During 2005, the
Lord has blessed us in
many ways through be-
lieving prayer. At the An-
nua Meeting and in the
Ministry Team Reports,
you will hear many won-
derful things. | would like
to name afew.

| am amazed how the
Lord used the prayers of
the Long Range Planning
Committee (LRPC) to
reveal a vision for our
Church. About three years
ago, Ed Hickman chalenged the
LRPC to pray regarding our
Church's role in advancing the
Kingdom and fulfilling the Great
Commission of Matthew 28:18-20.
As a result, a vison became clear.
First, we were confirmed that God
wants us to stay downtown and ex-
pand our facilities. After that deci-
sion was made, many things began
to happen. The Bethany Inner City
Church lost their place to worship,
and asked us for help. We began to
see the advancement of His King-
dom in many downtown ministries,
which involve the members of First
Pres; such as Hope Now for Y outh,
The Pink House, InterVarsity Chris-
tian Fellowship, The Evangel Home,
and One by One Leadership, just to
name a few. Was this just a coinci-
dence?

A prayer team was established
for the Long Range Plan. You were
also asked to pray. And when we
prayed, miracles began to happen.
Through a complex and miraculous
series of events, we acquired the old
A-1 building next door. Our church
can now use the entire block of M

Street, between Stanis-
laus and Calaveras, for
His glory. Upon the
acquisition,  Session
lad hands on the
building and prayed.
We prayed for God to
use this building to
advance His kingdom.
We prayed that God
would move in the
hearts of the high
school and junior high
students, who will hear
the Gospel in this
building, possibly for
the first time. We then
rgoiced and gave
thanks to God, because
we knew that names of
high school and junior
high students would be
written in the Book of
Life. We believe that God has a great
plan for the ministry that will be con-
ducted in this building.

Through prayer, God revealed a
vision of how He has used (and plans
to use) the talents of this church fam-
ily in building His Kingdom. This
church has a history of educating and
training men, women and children, to
grow up to be emulators of Christ, and
as a result servants and ambassadors
of Christ. This Church has a role in
making and sending out disciples.

We have also seen the commis-
sion of “baptizing in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”
We have noticed how God has used
this Church in healing believers, and
returning them to their first love. We
have seen marriages, parent and child
relationships, pastors and others being
healed. All of this resulted in drawing
believers back to Christ. | fed the de-
velopment of our youth facilities will
have amagjor role, because | have seen
Christ use a child in the healing of a
parent, and in the salvation of other
children.

| see our church having a great
love for the work of missionaries. Our



training has included sending high
school groups on Easter week mission
trips, sending families abroad to assist
missionaries, and involving Network-
ersin ministry. | see our Church being
caled to become even more involved
in training our members to go on Mis-
sion trips.

| aso see our Church members
involved in mentoring others, training
them to have faith in Christ and being
His disciple in their everyday life. In
business terms, being a disciple of
Christ is being his employee. | am
excited to see how God will use the
Equip-to-Serve classes, the Alpha
Program, the Suppers-for-Seven and
the One-to-One Discipleship Program,
in training, healing, re-baptizing and
empowering individuals to be disci-
ples of Christ.

Through prayer and faith, Session
agrees on a budget at the beginning of
each year. Every year, God has made
sure that our tithes and offerings are
perfectly measured to meet our minis-
try needs. This year has been no ex-
ception. The elders have prayed over
each line item of their ministry teams
budgets. The result is a budget for
2006 which manifests God' s charge to
continue to grow and rely on Him.

Looking to 2006, | again want
you pray. | want believing prayer to
be a foundational part of your life.
Each morning before we leave the
house, Renee, Nataie and | pray to-
gether. We cal it the “ Family Prayer.”
We tell God how much we love Him,
and we thank God for how much we
love each other. We share specific
times when we saw His actions, and
we thank Him for His faithfulness.
We ask the Holy Spirit to remind us,
during each moment of our day, that
we are in the Holy Presence of God.
We aso ask to be reminded, during
each challenge of our day, of the truth
that God will meet that challenge, and
has permitted it for a perfect reason.

You and your family are aso in
the holy presence of God. Recognize
this truth and pray believing prayers.
You are precious to Him and He en-
joys being with you in everything. Be
with Him in everything in Prayer.

Ministry Team Reports

Adult Nurture

The tried and true, and the fresh
and new, Adult Nurture had it al.
Adult Nurture kicked off our Lecture
Series with “Narnia On Tour,” fea-
turing Dr. Bruce Edwards. Dr. Ed-
wards spoke one evening at First
Pres, at Borders Book Store, and
taught in Christian Ouitfitters on Who
Is Aslan?

Ongoing ministries included our
Mariners, sixteen house churches,
men's and women's Bible studies,
book groups, and many others. A
variety of classes was offered, and
several teachers ministered in Chris-
tian Ouitfitters, including Jamie Ev-
ans and Colleen Evans teaching on 1
Corinthians, Dennis DuPertuis and
Lana Roberts teaching on Parables,
Dana Abdo, David Abdo and Mark
Ford teaching on The Good, The
True, and The Beautiful, and Dennis
DuPertuis teaching God Uses
Cracked Pots. In the newly renamed
Outlook class Terry Jaurena taught
on Acts and coordinated a team of
teachers, including Marcie York's
and Corrie Sands class LOOKOUT!
Parenting: from Frenzy to Focus.

The Second Half Club continued
their fun and fellowship with dinners
and field trips to the Getty Museum
and the Gold Country.

The library benefited from au-
thor visits, since they received auto-
graphed copies from Bruce Edwards,
Ben Patterson and Henry DuPertuis.

The Lenten Series focused on
Ben Patterson's book Deepening
Your Conversation With God. Seven
evenings were spent in study, discus-
sion, and food and fellowship. The
series culminated with Ben preaching
one Sunday and then speaking at a
very well attended Men's Confer-
ence.

Women's Conference welcomed
many new faces in 2005, as women
from our own congregation shared
their experiences of God's Hand In
Our Lives.

Many people work to make these
ministries the blessing that they are

to our congregation. The Adult Nur-
ture Committee deeply appreciates
each one. And yes, they truly are too
many to list!

—Barbara Knepper

Christian Education

This has been an exciting year for
the nursery and preschool areas. We
welcomed several new families with
young children in 2005 which means
that our nursery and preschool classes
experienced growth.

2005 also marked several new be-
ginnings. As a result of our growth,
ages were separated during the services
to provide an age-appropriate environ-
ment for our littlest treasures to learn
about God. Thisled to the institution of
two new curriculums. Thefirst is called
Heartshaper. It is specifically designed
to communicate God' s love and design
to our 2-3 year olds. The other curricu-
lumis caled Godly Play. It is designed
to create a sacred “sanctuary” where
our older preschoolers can interact with
God's word with a sense of individual
wonder and exploration. The volun-
teers have been faithful at integrating
these new approaches with the pre-
schoolers.

We aso have two classes at the
Sunday school hour taught by three
incredibly loyal teams: Mary and Allen
Jones, Debi Stanley and Jeannie Coo-
per and Bob and Rosemary Avery. Our
children benefit from the long-term
relationships developed with these fan-
tastic teachers.

Other special events in the past
year include Vacation Bible Blast,
where we had an excellent team that
guided our preschoolers through the
construction zone, a weekly play group
time where mothers had an opportunity
to gather and create community for our
little ones, and a Happy Birthday Jesus
party where we revisited the story of
Jesus' birth.

In 2006 we look forward to more
growth, and deepening our commit-
ment and familiarity with the new cur-

(Continued on page 4)



Ministry Team Reports, Continued

(Continued from page 3)

riculum. We also anticipate the move-
ment of our nursery facilities upstairs
to the Administration building. We are
designing a fabulous space that will
accommodate the newest crop of ba-
bies our church has the privilege of
welcoming. It will be safer, and boast
areas for crawlers, toddlers and 2 year-
olds. We are so grateful for a ground-
level areato house our littlest children.

—Corrie Sands

The year 2005 held many afirsts®
for your Elementary Children's Direc-
tor. Volunteers, parents and children
were all patient and full of grace as |
assimilated the rhythm and flow of a
full year of ministry to children at First
Pres. Here are my observations after
year one:

The spiritual development of chil-
dren is a high priority among staff
and congregation. This makes my
ministry with you agreat joy.
Volunteers are professiona and
thorough in executing ministry
responsibilities.

Parents are supportive of Chil-
dren's Ministry and eager to learn
tools for training their children to
make life choices that are honoring
to God.

There are 100 children on the ele-
mentary rosters and a good percentage
of them enjoy solid Bible-centered
teaching each Sunday, with enrichment
lessons for kindergarten-through sec-
ond graders during each worship ser-
vice. Seasonal activities include camps
in winter and summer, Lenten series,
V acation Bible Blast, summer activities
and Bible studies, and a Christmas
open house.

During the past year children were
given opportunities to pray for mission-
aries, make monetary contributions to
missions, and serve in the community.
Our four summer Networkers planned
exciting enrichment activities and dis-
cipled a number of children during
their ten weeks with us.

In 2006 we plan to strengthen our

volunteer ministry teams, providing
them with more resources and train-
ing. We aso plan to focus on provid-
ing parents with resources and train-
ing to help them as they raise their
children to take their place as strong
Christian 2lights® in the 21st century.
We are committed to an exciting part-
nership with parents to give this gen-
eration of children the ability to think
biblically and respond biblicaly to
their world.
—MarcieYork

The Jr. High group, Impact, had
an incredible year in 2005. We said
goodbye to a couple of Advisors, Ana
Jenn and Nina Donato for their work
and said hello to Nathaniel Bliss. We
participated in the 30 Hour Famine
and went to winter camp in Febru-
ary.Impact went to San Diego for
thelr mission trip to work with
aRedlity Changers® and Igelsia Pres-
byteriana Hispana. Santa Cruz was a
great trip for students to articulate
their life testimonies. We had a mem-
bership/baptism class for our students
through which many of them became
members of the church. Our Parent
Appreciation/Vaentine Dinner was a
special time. The eighth grade |eader-
ship team (F.U.E.L.) did a great job
putting on a few big events such as
the Christmas party. We had a great
summer with our Networkers going
on a hiking trip, camp, and doing a
video scavenger hunt. My hope and
prayer is that students will learn to
become 2others focused,® learn to
lead by serving others, and under-
stand who God has called them to be.
—Craig Blodgett

Our senior high group, the
Source, experienced a great year in
2005. The year was full of fruitful
and relevant ministry. We had a ski
trip in January, winter camp in Febru-
ary, a mission trip to San Francisco
with YWAM in March, graduations
in May and June, a summer full of
great activities including camp, abike

trip, and a dance, a post-football game
fellowship, Santa Cruz retreat, game
nights, a Christmas party and a New
Year's Eve party. Our senior high stu-
dents grew in faith and friendship.
Robert and Tina Wood, Brent Freming
and Emily Williams al joined the advi-
sor team in 2005 and the students have
enjoyed their leadership. We are look-
ing forward to all that God has in store
for 2006 in ministry.

—Greg Ehlert

Church Care

Church Care is charged with the
maintenance, refurbishment and new
construction of our facilities. Most of
the work this year went unnoticed since
it was minor repairs to many minor
components of our campus. Most of the
repairs are done with our Chuch Care
volunteers that make it all possible and
at a very low cost. | want to acknowl-
edge the tremendous efforts and contri-
butions of John Cotton, Jim Dice, Dean
Lloyd, Charlie Schuler, and Bob Smith,
as well as the continued staff support
from Susan Glover.

Some of the larger projects that
were completed in 2005 were the reno-
vation of the high school room, a new
food closet for the Deacons, a shade
structure for the patio area outside of
the fellowship hall and complete re-
model of the basement area. Special
thanks go to Tim Steel for al of his
help and advice on the basement area.
His contributions and project manage-
ment were invaluable.

There is no doubt that 2006 is go-
ing to be a very active year with liter-
ally dozens of major project to tackle.
We are always looking for more help
and we will certainly need it this next
year. If you are handy or have skillsin
any trades in construction we would
appreciate your involvement. We mest
monthly on the first Tuesday of the
month at 5:00pm at the church in the
administration building. If you can
spare some time, we would love to
have your participation.

—Robert Wood



Ministry Team Reports, Continued

Deacons

The Board of Deacons has com-
mitted itself to serve our Lord Jesus
Christ by caring for the spiritual and
physical needs of our congregation in a
variety of ways. This ministry is car-
ried out by the eighteen-member Board
under the pastoral leadership of Rev.
Tom Parsons. The board members are
committed to pray both corporately and
individually for the needs of the con-
gregation.

The board's ministry has been ac-
complished by providing a large
amount of meal support for bereaved
families, families with newborns and
other special needs, food supplies, nine
memorial receptions, hosting special
events, transportation, loans of medical
equipment, notes of encouragement,
and visitations to our S.T.A.R.S.
(Seniors That Are Really Special). This
year over 223 visits, 177 notes or cards,
and 237 phone contacts were made to
our ST.A.R.S. aong with offering
communion in their homes on a quar-
terly basis. The Deacons aso re-
sponded to calls from Love INC. to
provide assistance and service to peo-
ple outside our congregation. The Dea-
con Board is especialy grateful for the
many Harvest of Helpers volunteers
who worked with the Deacons in car-
ing for our church family.

The Deacons' food closet remained
well stocked this year due to your gen-
erous donations. The Thanksgiving
Service and Messiah Sing-along gener-
ated a bounty of food which was shared
with the Evangel Home and Rescue
Mission.

Recently we have been supporting
the McDaniel couple from Texas who
are survivors of Hurricane Rita®devas-
tation. We have provided clothing and
home furnishings, temporary assistance
with rent and other financial needs,
friendship and prayer, and help in find-
ing employment. Many from the con-
gregation have contributed generously.
The McDaniels and the Deacons want
to extend sincere thanks to each one.

In addition the Deacons are in-
volved in other ministries— participa-

tion on the Nominating Committee,
serving the Annual Congregational
Meeting breakfast, special events,
and the Congregational Care Team,
which assists the pastoral staff with
special needs in our congregation.
Each November the Deacon
Board requests volunteer sign-ups for
our varied ministries through Harvest
of Helpers. If you missed the sign-up
and would like to help, cal the
church office or pick up aformin the
narthex. Without your help and

prayers it would not be possible to
accomplish our ministry of caring for
both inside and outside our church
family.

—Peter Cooper, Audrey Deal
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Evangelism

The primary outreach for our con-
gregation continues to be the friendli-
ness and the welcoming efforts of each
and every person of our congregation.
It is so heartwarming to hear our visi-
tors stories of how they feel included
and loved by this church family.

The ALPHA experience at First
Presbyterian was kicked off this past
Spring. ALPHA targets the interests of
those who are relatively new to the
Christian faith or would like a refresher
on basics. It is also a great place for
anyone to engage in open discussion
with others, relating biblical truth to
our contemporary questions and per-
sonal issues. A second round of classes
was held this past Fall with a Sunday
morning offering as well as a weekday
evening meeting in the home of Ed and
Susan Swenson. We are excited about
this growing program that is attracting
many from across our city. Ed is pro-
viding the primary leadership and is
available to answer any questions you
might have about ALPHA .

With the introduction of the AL-
PHA experience, we have discontinued
the Discovery program which for many
years was connected to our church
membership process. A New Member
Orientation seminar is now offered
twice a year to address church mem-
bership. This seminar consists of teach-
ing from our pastors and staff, group
discussions, and great fellowship with
others inquiring about our church and
the Christian faith. This seminar is con-
veniently held on two Saturday morn-
ings.

Prayer ministry remains afocus for
our team and over 120 of our church
family took part in a 24-hour prayer
adventure held on Good Friday. This
guided prayer time was significant to
al those who participated and to our
congregation as a whole. Be looking
for information about our next prayer
adventure in the coming weeks. Pastors
Prayer Partners continues to offer inter-
cessory prayer during each of our wor-

(continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

ship services. A team of two or more
meet in the prayer room to pray for the
pastors and staff, our worship leaders,
and the congregation. Take the oppor-
tunity to join in the prayer time during
any Sunday service.

Dave Kimball, Paul Deffebach,
Audrey Deal, and Randy Reed have
worked hard in expanding our tape
ministry to include CDs. In addition,
each Sunday's sermon is uploaded to
our website (www.firstpresfresno.org)
for easy review or to catch up on a ser-
mon that was missed. A great way to
introduce your friends and neighbors to
our church is to share a sermon CD
with them or lead them to our website.

We had a wonderful time on
Christmas Tree Lane on the last walk-
ing night as we helped host our bell
choir's performance with hot chocolate
and an invitation to Christmas Eve ser-
vices. Thiswas afirst for our bell choir
and for the hot chocolate servers and
we hope that a similar opportunity will
be made available this next year.

—Jim Herbert

Missions
The Great
Commission is
God's desire
for us to touch

£
a world filled
with doubt and

unbelief, lack-

ing the knowledge of the simple truth

of His unending love for us! The body

of Christ at First Pres. continued to
support mission partners and organiza-
tions in Fresno, in the 10-40 Window
and around the globe while looking for
new opportunities to serve Him.

Here are some of the New Oppor-
tunities we embraced this past year:

- The Promise Project - a partnership
with One By One, connecting
members of our congregation to
the children of incarcerated adults
in a mentoring relationship. Cindy
Sterling stepped in to serve as our
Mentor Coordinator and these
members received training: Phil

7

and Jan Crantz, Pam Milhorn,
Marilyn Bokemier, Keith and
Denise Walsh, Jennifer Pred-
more, Bill Gould, Merlene
Samuelian and Colleen Evans.
Those who have been matched
with children have been blessed
by their weekly time spent meet-
ing with these children.

A new partnership with Bethany
Church, which meets weekly in
the high school room at 11:00 for
worship and fellowship.

Hope Now for Y outh — increased
the amount of time we provide
space to include Sunday evening
worship services.

Sudan - A small group of folks
began meeting monthly to pray
specifically for Sudan and invited
the congregation to participate in
a fast for Darfur to raise funds,
awareness and prayer

New mission partners— Joshua
Ory, a recent college graduate,
who left for Romania last year to
work in orphanages and a family,
Sgji, Bindu, Isaiah, Karis and
Alexander Oommen who are part
of a church planting team in New
Delhi, India

A workday at the church in Cor-
coran, a partnership with other
churches of our Presbytery
(Some of you participated by
working and others by helping to
purchase the new windows.)
Photo reminders - Projecting
photos of mission partners at our
worship services beginning in
November

We also continued to support and

sustain the following commitments

fro

M previous years:
Supporting the ministry of the
Thrift Shop that now belongs to
World Impact through volunteer
hours and contribution of goods.
Grading Bible Studies from in-
mates in prison
Leading the worship service at
the Rescue Mission the first Sun-
day of each month.

Supporting and praying for those
we send out from our congrega-
tion, some for longer term commit-
ments like Bob and Linda Osborne
who spent their second school year
as house parents of the
Torchbearer's Bible School in
Erseke, Albania, and shorter ones,
like Tom Parsons who returned to
that same Bible School to teach
this year, and summer mission ad-
venturers Ashlie Melton, who went
to Tanzania and Mark Shaver, who
went to China.

Planning the Harvest Party at the

Martin's mission sation in the

Lowell area.

Purchasing Christmas gifts for

mission partners overseas in the

summer and for children of incar-
cerated parents in November.

Our mission ministry team contin-
ues to respond to God as we strive to
hear His voice and honor Him in the
spending of our time, talents and finan-
cial resources.

—Pam Sdlls

Long Range Planning

The Long Range Committee con-
tinues to encourage and support the
implementation of the Equipping
Church Ministry. This ministry is the
systematic program of identifying and
recording and then implementing the
individual gifts of all church members.

Utilizing information gathered
from interviews with session leaders
and staff members, the Long Range
Committee developed a long range
master plan for the church. These plans
were presented to the Fellowship of the
Ordained. This is a group of members
that have been ordained as elders and
deacons. We then formed a task group
to develop specific plans for immediate
needs facing the congregation. Utiliz-
ing the skills of the architect that was
hired to assist us, we developed a plan
for the capital campaign. This plan is
asfollows:

Relocate the nursery to ground

level.

Purchase the A-1 building, imme-
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Ministry Team Reports, Continued

diately to the south of the existing

CE buildings,

Move Junior and Senior High

School programs to the A-1 build-

ing

Adjust the placement of classes

within our plant to better utilize the

space

Refurbish the exterior of the Sanc-

tuary

Replace the Organ console.

We presented this plan to session.
They approved of the plan and we
started the drive with an al-church
lunch on November 6, 2005. Every
member of the church was invited by a
persona phone call and a 2blue bagP
being delivered to their home by elders
and deacons. The goa of the drive is
$3,100,000. Our capital campaign is
caled Mission:Possible because we
firmly believe that with God® help we
will be able to accomplish phase | of
the Long Range Plan. People have been
very generous in their support of the
campaign not only with their pledges
but with prayer and encouragement.
Each week a progress report is given in
the weekly bulletin.

Long Range Committee continues
to study and pray about our rich heri-
tage, our present strengths and the fu-
ture goals of First Presbyterian, Fresno.
—M erlene Samuelian

Ministry Equipping

We were blessed this year when
we held exit interviews for our Dea
cons, Elders, and Nominating Commit-
tee members who were completing
their terms of service. They shared how
God worked in their lives and in their
ministries. They told us what helped
equip them for service, and in what
ways they would have liked to be better
equipped. We hope that these inter-
views will help us meet the needs of
the next class.

We enjoyed facilitating the
Equipped to Serve adult Sunday school
class. It was arelational class with time
for participation instead of a lecture
class. We have a congregation rich in

February 2006

gifts and experience. Guest speakers
gave testimonials. We wanted people
to learn their own gifts, passions, and
style and find ways to use them. We
also reflected on areas of past service
to see how God used us. This class is
being offered again from January to
March.

We have organized the
aFellowship of the Ordained Potluck®
to take place in March. Thisis atime
for our younger ordained people to
share their stories of how God is
working in their lives with people
who have upwards of 50 years of or-
dained experience.

—L aura Spongberg

Personnel
Here is an ex-
cerpt from the

-”-"'- LY newly  revised

.l!rf,ul.-"‘:.}-‘-r Employee Hand-
book: “As staff
members of First

Presbyterian Church we are servants

of Jesus Christ, the community, the
congregation, and each other. We
serve in order to glorify the Lord Je-
sus Christ through the joyful exercise
of our unique gifts;, therefore, our

high standard of performance is a

joyful expression of the worthiness of
the gospel.”

We rejoice and praise the Lord
for blessing our congregation with
such an amazing staff!

We are blessed with prayerful,
dedicated, and talented pastoral, pro-
gram/ministry and administrative/
support personnel. What a team!
Thanks to the overall stability of our
staff, the Personnel Committee has
been able to focus on spending time
individually with every employee and
updating/improving policies and pro-
cedures.

This fall, we regretfully accepted
the resignation of Joanie Bracket as
part-time receptionist. Though we
were sad to see her leave her post, we
celebrate her full time position at
Fresno Pacific University. Congratu-
lations Joanie! We welcome Abby

Haas as our newest member of the
front office team.

The First Presbyterian Church Em-
ployee/Staff Handbook received a
much needed update. We would like to
thank Wally Upton for his valuable
input and assistance in this endeavor.
Along with Wally, Stan Cooper and
Kent Hamlin invested many hours in
this project. Our Handbook and poli-
cies now reflect current practice in per-
sonal leave, overtime, and performance
goals and objectives.

We are committed to caring for our
staff and their families. Medical insur-
ance will now be available to the fam-
ily members of al full time employees
at a cost of fifty percent of the pre-
mium. We are very happy to be able to
offer this added benefit.

The announcement of Tom Par-
son' s pending retirement is bittersweet!
The Personnel Committee will be
working along with Session and the
pastoral and ministry staff as we reallo-
cate Tom's responsibilities. Although
we join him in celebration of the end of
his ministry, our congregation will
surely miss his compassionate concern,
his warm enthusiastic welcome of new-
comers, and his wise teaching and
counsel.

The Personnel Committee consid-
ersit a privilege to serve the congrega-
tion. It is our goal to support the staff
as they carry out the Lord's work at
First Presbyterian Church. Please join
us in appreciating each of them for
their individual gifts, talents and work
for God' s kingdom!

—Denise Fink

Worship

Worship and Music

We are blessed at First Pres with
rich musical resources and great diver-
sity. We are most thankful for our mu-
sic staff: Bill Barbour, Carol Dice,
Connie Ellenberger, Chester Goodale,
Daphne Saul, and Walter Saul. We are
also grateful to our Worship Commit-
tee members: Rod and Felicia Kellen-

(Continued on page 8)
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Ministry Reports, Continued

(Continued from page 7)

berger, Kimberly and Randy Reed,
Julie Carter, Lana Roberts, David
Abdo, Kurt Sterling, and Brian
McGuire.

The Chancel Choir continued to
lead in worship and music during the
year at first service and occasionally
second service. It also provided special
music for Holy Week and Christmas.
We are most appreciative of the volun-
teers of the Chancel Choir who are
deeply committed to providing music
each Sunday during the school year.
We are aso thankful for the services of
Marilyn Patten and Barbara Wagnon
who faithfully serve as choir music
librarians and keep us in music. In May
the Chancel Choir presented to both
services the Gospel Mass by Robert
Rea, an exciting contemporary version
of the mass.

In June we honored all our musi-
cians during the morning worship ser-
vices. In addition, the Chancel Choir
celebrated the year with a dinner and
swim party at the Temples@ome.

Once again, many people provided
offertory music for us this summer as
the Chancel Choir and other ensembles

took their usual break. Thanks to all
of you.

| was asked to participate in a
special concert this summer entitled,
In God We Trust held at Coomb®
Ranch. | assembled the Sandi Patty
First Pres Choir from members of
our community and church. We had a
blast performing with Sandi who is a
dynamic Christian and musician!

During the course of the year our
children® choirs performed a couple
of times at San Joaguin Gardens in
addition to their regular musical of-
ferings at our church. In the fall they
presented a special musical at both
services called Srong Songs for
Tough Times. Daphne Saul directed
the musical which was warmly and
enthusiastically received. The theme
was great and reminded us that no
matter what happens, God is, indeed,
in control! Thank you kids!

Our Joyful Ringers, conducted by
Carol Dice, perform regularly at our
services and in our community. This
year they also performed on Christ-
mas Tree Lane. Many thanks to our
bell ringers.

Current Church Officers

Session Elders Deacons

Class of 2006 _ _ Class of 2006

Jim Herbert, Evangelism Chair Pete Cooper, Moderator _

Kim Lee, Christian Ed. Chair M ar gar et Edwar ds Mem. Reception

Pam Sdlls, Missions , Marianne L ee, Communion

Kurt Sterlin , Worship Chair Barry O’Neil, LOVE, Inc.

Robert Wood, Church Care Chair SaraPagoulatos, Mea Support

Denise Fink, Personnel Chair Becky Bourdet - Memorial Reception

Class of 2007 Class of 2007

Barbara Knepper, Adult Nurture ~ Parsy Cooper, Mem/Sec/Nom Comm

Pat Alexander, Evangdlism John Goodell, Spec. Evn./LOVE Inc.

Skin Mead. Evanodism E/I%ra(l)lyn Johnson, Events/Vice-Mod/
. ) . s

(%Hgy(%%ggale’e (%ﬁg'“pan Ed. Carol Miller, Communion/Treasurer

: M ar gie Washburn, Memorias
L ouise Armstrong, Adult Nurture Terr?/ M cCracken. Communion

Class of 2008 Class of 2008

Dan Barrows — Nominating Comm. Herb Arden - Food Closet

John Verwey — Christian Ed. S/IVl_a Armstrong - Sunshine/Comm
Mark Ford — Management/Finance Marilyn Conrad - Meal Support
Heidi Lynn— Adult Nurture Audrey Deal - Sec./Mem. Reception

Laura Spongberg — Evan./Min Equip. ~ Meérlene Samuelian - Special Events
Nancy Weaver - Food Closet

In first service this fall we began
including the brass one Sunday a
month on hymns. Thisis in addition to
their regular participation providing
special music. In addition, we are ap-
preciative of the talents of Jeff Sands
and Jon Hougard who also play in first
service once a month.

In November we hosted the 29th
Annual Messiah Sing-along and had a
huge standing-room-only crowd of
about 850 people! | realy enjoy minis-
tering to our wider church community
by offering this event.

Worship finished out the year with
a specia Candlelight Christmas Eve
service. Jamie preached, the Christmas
Choir and Orchestra presented beauti-
ful music, we heard prophecies from
Isaiah and a solos from Cindy Rhodus
as well as Joshua and Julie Carter. The
services were once again, very well-
attended.

We deeply appreciate the work of
the sound board and Powerpoint tech-
nicians. Thank you for enhancing wor-
ship.

This was the second season for our
new M Street Encore Series. We of-
fered two concerts this year. In Febru-
ary, Musical Paintings featured music
by soprano Carol Dice and harpist
Laura Porter. In the Fall we presented
Autumn Acoustics featuring Kathy and
Michael Barba and guitarist Eric
Thorson from CSUF.

Thank you to our church family for
al of your prayers and support during
this past year.

— Julie Carter

Worship Teams

The worship teams provided musi-
cal leadership in second service
throughout 2005. We aso added a new
team, Eleven, utilizing the gifts of sev-
eral more people. Our sound team and
power point operators continue to serve
faithfully. Lighting, projectors, and
sound systems have been maintained
and serviced as needed. The Worship
committee extends thanks to al who
have given of their time and talents
to enrich worship at First Pres.

—L ana Raoberts
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Nominations for Church Office

Y our
prayerfully submits the following
nominees to serve this congregation
in 2006-2007.

Nominating Committee

Elders
Mindy Franklin, Jana Rollf, Mark
Ruiz, Jim Franz

Deacons

Bob Parkman, Jan Parkman, Francis
Weaver, Betty Garst, Bob Wagnon,
Daphne Saul

Nominating Committee

Becky Adams, Eric Crantz, Joy
Rosik, Jim Dice, Jm Herbert (elder
representative), Margie Washburn
(deacon representative)

Specia thanks to my devoted,
prayerful committee—Jim Cousins,
Jeanne Brown, Mindy Franklin,
Joanie Brackett, and Paul Meadors.

Elders

Mindy Franklin

Matthew 5:16 says, 2...let your light
shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Fa-
ther in heaven.° We are to be lights
for Christ wherever He hasus— in
our neighborhoods, our workplaces,
our schools, our homes, and every-
where we go. Evangelism is one our
primary calls as believers. Mindy
values the role and disciplines of
evangelismin the life of our church
as aresponse to our call to share the
Good News with a needy world.
Mindy has been involved with First
Pres since 1978. This church body
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has inspired her to grow deeper in
her knowledge of the Lord, His Word
and His grace over the past three dec-
ades. Sheisdeeply grateful for the
way the people of our church have
invested in her and her family.
Mindy has been married to Jamie for
22 years and has three children—
Hannah, Bekah and Lucas. She loves
to study the Word, chat with friends
and go to coffee. Mindy will be serv-
ing in the area of Evangelism.

Jana Rollf

Janais married to Tarry. They have
two sons, Jared and Drew. One of her
passionsis her love for children. She
also hasadesire for childrento
know, love, and follow Jesus.

Mark Ruiz

Mark and his wife Sandy have three
children, Daniel, Tyler, and Drew.
They have attended First Pres for the
past 22 years. In college, Mark went
on a short term mission trip through
Latin America Missions call Spear-
head. He spent eight weeksin Mex-

ico City where he lived with afamily
and worked at a church. Thiswas alife
changing experience for him. That ex-
perience has given him a heart for mis-
sions. During hisfamily's time at First
Pres, they have participated in short
term mission trips. Their first trip was
to Mexico City with agroup of college
students from First Pres. Since that trip
they have gone on several Mexicali

and Amor trips with the high school
students. Mark has seen the Lord work
and change the lives of young people
through the different challenges of be-
ing in another country and serving the
Lord. He look forward to serving on
session in the area of missions. He
hopes to be challenged in hisfaith as
he serves First Presin this capacity.

Jim Franz

Jm recdls the many people at First
Pres who loved and cared for him over
the years. He became a Christian when
he wasin high school. His passionisto
help facilitate the body of Christ, to

help people draw close to the Lord in
(Continued on page 10)

Church Budget Report

Budget 2005 Actual 2005 Budget 2006

Administration 69,840 57,888 69,840
Adult Nurture 33,000 25,168 44,700
Christian Ed 64,100 61,624 80,000
Church Care 101,150 110,268 116,600
Capital Tech Fund 10,000 8,851 1,500
Deacons 2,000 3,149 4,800
Evangelism 39,200 32,573 38,900
Missions 145,000 145,046 160,000
Personnel 842,874 767,942 889,851
Worship 33,500 23,988 38,700
Ministry Equipping 4,000 0 4,000

1,344,664 1,236,499 1,448,891
2005 Spending 1,236,499 Per Capita
2005 Revenue 1,291,872 General Assembly $5.57*
Revenue over Synod $5.17 Presbytery $10.26
Expense 55,373 $15.43 per member*

* 2004 Session decided to withold G.A. portion of per capita until there was assurance of the
direction of our denomenation. The amount is deducted from the total “ per capita.”
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Necrology Report

We lovingly hold in memory those
members who have gone on to be with
our Lord:

Helen Hoddinott
1-13-05

Jonathan Glover
3-20-05

Imogene Glaspey
5-21-05

Helen Gjullin
5-26-05

Robert L. McKnight
6-7-05

SylviaMoore
8-28-05

Rolf Scovell
9-7-05

William Smalridge
9-16-05

Ed Hickman
9-17-05

Betty Jo Edwards
9-20-05

Ronald Houston
10-20-05

Donald Stevenson
10-24-05

Mary Helen McKay
11-25-05

Nominations, Continued

(Continued from page 9)
worship, and to be a joyful servant
for Him.

Deacons

Betty Garst

First Pres has been Betty' s church
home all of her life. She met her hus-
band Tom when they were in the
small college group at churchin
1957. They have two children, Dan
Garst and Heidi Lynn. Heidi and
Skip Lynn are active here at First
Pres, as are Betty and Tom' s grand-
children, Michael and Aaron Lynn.
Their son Dan isteaching in China.
Betty has lots of interests and hob-
bies that she hopes will be useful
serving as a deacon. She especially
appreciates the work the deacons
do behind the scenes. Betty says,
aThe Lord has been so gracious to
me and my family and hopefully |
will be able to serve gracioudly in
my capacity as a deacon.®

Bob Parkman

Baob considers being asked to serve
you and the Lord as deacon a privi-
lege. Heis anative Fresnan. He
taught elementary school in Fresno
for 35 years before retiring in 1998.
He married Jan, his high school
sweetheart, in 1962. They have two
married daughters and two grand-
sons. Dan says, @l fedl | will conduct
my service as deacon in away you
and the Lord will approve. Thank
you for the chance to serve.®

Jan Parkman

As adeacon Jan can serve the Lord
by serving others. That isthe kind of
service she loves best. She married
Bob at First Presin 1962. Sheisa
retired teacher and marriage and
family counselor. Jan says, 2What a
privilege it isto share my life with
such awonderful man. | served as
deacon afew years ago and would
consider it an honor to serve again.
Thank you for considering me.°

Daphne Saul

Daphneis married to Walter and they
have two daughters, Charity and Mary
Anne. Charity ismarried to Sean
McCallum and lives in the Northwest.
Mary Anneis astudent at Fresno Pa-
cific University. Daphne and Walter
joined first Presin 2004. Daphne says,
a] have been a Christian since | was
eight years old. As adeacon, my goal
isto serve God joyfully in new ways. |
am eager to see what He wants to do
next!°

Bob Wagnon

Baob been married to Barbara for 52
years and has been abaptized Chris-
tian for 50 years. Bob isretired from
Greyhound, and has lived in Fresno
for 42 years. Barbara and Bob joined
Jill and Steve Pharis' house church a
couple of years ago, and they joined
First Pres shortly after they joined the
house church. Bob looks forward to
serving as a deacon.

Francis Weaver

Francis and Nancy Weaver joined
First Presin 1992 by letter transfer
from Calvary Presbyterian Church
where they had been members since
1960. While at Calvary Francis was
ordained as a deacon and later as an

Annual Sunday Worship

Attendance
Year Attendance
1993; 26,725
1994: 29,445
1995; 30,245
1996: 31,111
1997: 30,121
1998: 30,285
1999; 29,843
2000: 29,838
2001: 28,414
2002: 28,256
2003: 27,335
2004: 29,146
2005: 29,030
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Nominations, Continued

elder serving multiple termsin each
role. He was also active asajunior
high. Sunday school teacher for sev-
eral years. After joining First Pres
Francis became a member of the
Committee on Church in Society. He
was elected and served as deacon in
2000 - 2003. He serves as a second
service head usher four months each
year. One of his chief interests now
is enlarging his understanding of the
Bible through both personal reading
and men®Bible studies. Bob's min-
istry interests include various mis-
sions such as ESA/LOVE, INC.,
Wycliffe, and World Impact. Bob
also wantsto let Jesus use him as a
grandfather.

Nominating Committee

Becky Adams

Becky enjoys being a professional
volunteer. She was blessed when she
was a part of the pastor-seeking
committee, and seeing how God
worked in that area. Sheis excited
about serving God on the Nominat-
ing Committee.

Eric Crantz

Eric is married to Sarah and they
have three children. He is looking
forward to the fellowship which the
Nominating Committee will provide,
as well as the joy of seeing how God
will answer prayers on this commit-
tee.

Jim Dice

Jimis married to Carol. Heis a great
help to our church working with the
Church Care, and will be a valuable
addition to the Nominating Commit-
tee.

Jim Herbert (elder)

Jim has been a member since 1992
and isfinishing up hislast year as an
elder assigned to the Evangelism
Ministry team. He isinvolved in the
Pastors Prayer Partners ministry as
well. Jim says, 2The Nominating
Committee is very important asit is
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the discerning body for who God
would have serve on the session and
deacons. | am excited for the oppor-
tunity to participate in this ministry,
and to witness how God will call
forth the men and women into ser-
vice and leadership.

Joy Rosik

Joy has been married to Christopher
for fourteen years.They have two
daughters, Annalise and Julianna.
Joy has been attending First Presby-
terian since 1991. She has served in
various ministries at First Presbyte-
rian including the Women® Retreat
Committee, VBS, Sunday School,

and the nursery. Christopher and Joy
have been part of alively house
church for anumber of years and they
treasure their connections with the
church. Joy looks forward to serving
on the Nominating Committee. She
believes this committee plays a crucial
role in discerning and encouraging the
future leadership of the church.

Margie Washburn (deacon)

Margie is married to John. She is a
retired dental hygienist who loves to
quilt. She looks forward to working
with others on the Nominating Com-
mittee, as well as hearing and knowing
about the members of First Pres.

Membership Report

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Membership Jan. 1 790 798 850 862 881
M ember ship Dec. 31 798 850 862 875 896
Gains:

Letter 7 27 24 14 6

Professions 16 16 26 6 27

Reaffirmation 11 4 20 8

Reinstated 12 4 2
L osses:

Death 5 4 9 11 12

Transfer 17 2 11 8 8

Inactive Roll 6 1 24 10

Erased 2 4

Ordained 0 3
Marriages* 1 2 2
Funerals 6 6 10 14 15
Baptisms

Infant and Children 19 6 10

Adults 0 2
*By First Presministers
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Thedeadlinefor theMarch
Challenger isFebruary 17 at 5:00
p.m. It will be mailed out March 2.
Please submit articlesto: Carol Va-
lencia (454-9467), cjmd4@cvip.net
or leave in newsletter box in church
office. The deadlinefor “A Place
for You” iseach Monday at 5
p.m. Please submit announcements
to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or
ceaker @fpcfresno.org.

Rev. James Evans, Senior Pastor
jevans@fpcfresno.org

Rev. Thomas Par sons, Pastor to the Congregation
tparsons@fpcfresno.org

Rev. David Abdo, Executive Pastor
dabdo@fpcfresno.org

Craig Blodgett, Assistant Y outh Director
cblodgett@fpcfresno.org

Dr. Julie Carter, Coordinator, Worship & Music
jwlc@sbcglobal .net

Greg Ehlert, Youth Director
gehlert@fpcfresno.org

Susan Glover, Administrator
sglover@fpcfresno.org

Terry Jaurena, Mission Director
tjaurena@fpcfresno.org

Lana Roberts, Worship Arts Director
Iroberts@fpcfresno.org

Corrie Sands, Birth-Pre K Children's Director
csands@fpcfresno.org

Marcie York, K-6 Children's Director
myork@fpcfresno.org

Other Church Staff: staff @fpcfresno.org
Newsletter Staff:

Co-Editors: Daphne Saul and Carol Valencia
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paula
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple
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New Babies!
12/26/05
Pace Aaron Gorans
Parker James Gorans
Parents:

Matt and Jenny Gorans
Grandparents:
John and Judy Hulstrom
Great-Grandparents:
Ed and Paula Darden
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; James Douglas Emerson
Parents:

John and Dione Emerson

:
Grandparents:
§ Jim and Joan Emerson
%
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§ 5/15/2005
; Taylor Elise Emerson
Parents:

Russ and Anita Emerson
2
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Grandparents
Jim and Joan Emerson
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1/7/2006
Micah David Treece
Parents:
David and Sarah Treece
Grandparents:
Fred and Margie Stock
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Special Sunday
Schedule
January 29

8:30-11:00 a.m. Children ages two
through seven cometo the Art
Room for breakfast and activities,
thanks to the Pink House.

8:30 a.m. Ages eight through
adults meet in the Fellowship Hall
for brunch and the Annual Congre-
gationa Meeting. Cost is $5 per
person or $10 per family,

10:30 a.m. Joint worship servicein
the sanctuary
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