
I have been musing lately 
about what it means to be a sub-
culture, a minority group along-
side of the majority, in this nation 
but not fully of it. Christians have 
always been in this cate-
gory from the Roman 
Empire to Com-
munist China, 
yet one hardly 
expects such 
in  th is 
country.  

Still a 
subculture 
is what we 
are. Our val-
ues are not 
defined by 
radical individu-
ality, for we live in 
communion with the Lord 
and community with our fellow 
believers. We are not blatant mate-
rialists, ever chasing the next up-
grade and newer item, for moth 
and rust surely consume this men-
tality.  

We do not live as if there is no 
tomorrow, for we are built to last 
into eternity. And we do not re-
quire constant narcotizing of our 
empty souls in self-medication of 
entertainment, addictive life styles 
and anxious clinging, for we are 
full to the brim with the Holy 
Spirit’s real comfort. Nor can we 
make up rules of living as if we 
were the Lord of life and practice. 
That job is already filled, and He 
is much better at it than we. 

I watched as Proposition 8 
barely passed, fully aware of the 

erosion of America’s moral base 
in standards that might even nod 
towards a Christian ethos. There 
is a very good chance that in a 
few years Proposition 8’s of the 

future will be roundly 
defeated in Califor-

nia. A sign this 
is of a world 

view that 
marks per-
s o n a l 
f reedom 
to define 
all rela-
tionships 

in our own 
image re-

gardless of 
the Biblical 

mandates long in-
fused in our national 

ethic.  
With such boundary re-

straints soon removed from hu-
man relational experimentation, 
many young and old alike will 
find themselves learning the hard 
way from jagged experience 
what it means to be ‘given over’ 
to our own choices apart from 
the Lord as Romans 1 has pre-
dicted and described. 

In all of this, though, it is a 
grand time to be a Christian. 
With our culture heading directly 
and in good pace towards a con-
formity to standards that are far 
outside any biblical norm, we 
will have a massive opportunity 
to minister and witness to the 
truth in His grace.  

Many will stumble from life 

styles that rip souls and kill joy 
looking for an elixir of hope and 
help. Our Lord has seen this cli-
mate before and enjoins us to roll 
up our sleeves, gird ourselves in 
compassion and humility, and 
serve with voice and hands.  

Pagan culture of the first cen-
tury was very parallel to our own, 
and the vulnerable and broken fled 
into the church. This is precisely 
not the time to flee into a ghetto of 
churchianity and refuge. We are 
suited well for infusing ourselves 
into this maelstrom of national 
confusion and agnostic disbelief 
with a world view set by Christ.  

Confident and compassionate, 
(continued on page 2) 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 	 
 �

�����������	
����
����
� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � �

 !"#$%��

������
grow 

������� 	
	�
��� � �

������ �������
��� ����
��� �����
�� �
��
���

Confident Subculture &��'������(����

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identical Christmas 
Eve Services 

 
5 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

December 24 
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Thursday, January 29. Mark 
your calendars now, because a 
very exciting new project is start-
ing at First Pres on that day. To be 
more exact it will be from 5 until 6 
p.m. This will be such a fun pro-
ject that everyone will want to be-
come involved.  

What is the great new program 
that is starting on that day? Well, 
first you have to have a little 
history and then you get to 
the good part. 

About one year ago a few dea-
cons gathered together to dream 
and talk about the growing need to 
feed children and their parents. 
Much research was done, some 
ideas were tossed out, lots and lots 
of prayer happened, and we talked 
to many different people who were 
actively involved with programs to 
help hungry families. 

Since we are all aware of the 
growing need to help in the area 
of hunger, it was difficult to 
know where to start. We realized 
that we could not solve the hun-
ger problem but we certainly 
could make a difference in a few 
lives. We believe that God has 
led us and blessed us with this 
new vision. What is this vision? 

Well here it is. Once a 
month we will invite children 
with their families to a sit-down 
family dinner in our fellowship 
hall. These families will be our 
guests and we will treat them as 
such. The name of this new pro-
gram will be “Neighbors Are 
Us.”  

We are contacting the 

schools around the church, and the 
faith-based groups working in our 
neighborhood. They are willing 
and eager to help us identify the 
children and their families to 
whom we will issue an invitation. 
The invitation will be their ticket 
to this special evening. We will 
have a table hostess at each ta-
ble. This table hostess might be 
one person or might be a family 

from our church or Bethany 
church. 

     Oh, did we tell you that 
Bethany church is helping us too? 
They want to be equal partners 
with us in this new adventure. Isn't 
God good?! 

  A typical evening will start 
with fifteen minutes of music and 
singing together. We will then 
serve a delicious home-cooked 

(Continued on page 3) 
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we tangibly serve and unabashedly 
share Christ’s teaching on every-
thing from moral lifestyle to 
grace-based worship. In all of this 
the cross is at the center. Without 
that gift to us, none of us would 
have the hope that emboldens us. 

I watched as you voted in pro-
found unity two Sunday’s ago to 
leave this denomination; close to 
550 of you said a clear yes to a 
culture of clarity in theology and a 

Evans:(Continued from page 1) unity of action in response to a 
dire situation. Yet you did this 
with gracious acceptance of 
those who disagreed and in a 
spirit of love. I was proud to the 
point of busting my buttons as I 
saw intentional use of forbear-
ance to weed out any possible 
root of bitterness.  

This was family business 
well done. If the Holy Spirit is 
present, His church unified and 
the Word central much can be 
accomplished for mentoring a 
new culture. Broken refugees 
from the world’s experiments in 
playing god over human behav-
ior and relationships will crave 
real answers, time-tested and 
God-delivered.  

We will be called in all walks 
of life to be His messengers, al-

ways fully aware that we too 
would fall if not for His Spirit’s 
grace. Humility and confidence— 
humility in remembrance of our 
terrible choices and confidence in 
Christ’s renewing work can cast us 
into sharp tools for the Kingdom. 
It is a great time to be an Ameri-
can Christian. We will not lack for 
ministry opportunity. 
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supper. We hope there will be 
sharing around the table as we 
greet and meet our guests. Most of 
our guests will leave in 45 min-
utes, so the whole event lasts 
about an hour. We are starting out 
by keeping it very simple. 

Doesn't this sound exciting? 
We are certain you want to be in-
volved, so we will tell you how 
you may help us. 

You can volunteer to cook the 
meal, volunteer to be a table host-
ess/host, volunteer to be on the 
clean-up crew, volunteer to be a 
server, and most of all pray with 
us that children and their families 
will go home with full tummies 
and a sense of being loved and ap-
preciated.  

When you volunteer you 
would not being signing up for 
helping each month. Just pick a 
month, or months, that would be 
convenient for you. We will con-
tact you and confirm your time, 

(Samuelian: Continued from page 2) place, responsibilities etc.  
Because this is such a new 

program, we cannot be abso-
lutely sure about the number of 
people that we will have a 
guests. We are hoping for 50 but 
only God will determine the 
number. 

Before you stop reading, we 
do have a very unique opportu-
nity to introduce this program. 
Bethany Church and First Pres 
are going to have a food give-
away program to the same chil-
dren and their families that will 
be invited to dinner. We already 
have the food for this. Isn’t God 
good?  

We just need some volun-
teers that can help box up and  
give away the food on Saturday, 
December 20 from 9 until noon. 
This will be similar to the Angel 
Food Program only there is no 
money involved and it will 
probably be a one-time event, at 
least at this time, unless we get 

more food. (hint, hint) The hours 
will be 8 a.m. until noon. 

 So how do you get involved? 
Look for a sign-up table on the 
lawn between services. Try it, we 
know you will like it. 

Do you have more questions? 
Call Karon Chambers, Daphne or 
Walter Saul, Merlene Samuelian 
or Terry Jaurena. 

 Why are we doing this? Be-
cause Christ challenges us to take 
care of the children, to feed the 
poor, and to love one another as 
brothers and sisters. Bring your 
family and train them up to serve 
others in a simple, warm, unthreat-
ening event. 

 
 

Accounting Results  
The following are the year-to-

date results for October: Giving as 
of 10/31/08 was 0.77 per cent be-
low budget. Spending as of 
10/31/08 was 5 per cent below 
budget. As of 10/31/08, cash avail-
able for operations is estimated at 
2 months of budgeted spending. 
 
Satellite Sunday 

Adult Nurture has established 
a program intended to create and 
foster relationships among our 
Church Family. Please contact 
Heidi Lynn, Mindy Franklin or 
Chris Rosik for information on 

Satellite Sunday, or if you have 
any ideas for small group fellow-
ship opportunities. 
 
Pray for our Mission Partners 

Have you ever wondered 
how you can support our Mission 
Partners in prayer? Now it is 
easy to do. The Mission Ministry 
Team has assembled a prayer 
list. If you want a copy, go to the 
Missions page on our website, or 
call Terry Jaurena for the list. 
 
Day of Prayer 

Mark the fourth day of the 
month on your calendar to pray 

for our Presbytery. Pray for the 
churches, the seminary students, 
our pastors and their families. Also 
please pray for the issues facing 
our denomination, that the Lord 
will open the eyes and ears of the 
denominational leaders. 
 
Important Dates 

Remember to pray for Sudan. 
There will be a standing prayer 
meeting on the first Sunday of 
each month in Room 101 at 8:30 
a.m. (during First Service). 

The Angel Tree Party is set for 
December 13. 

Notes From Our Session ���#�����)�����
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let him know this 
with loud cheers. 

In a couple of 
weeks the students 
are off for their 
Outreach week. 
They divide into 
two teams and go 
to other towns to 
assist in various 
ministry activi-
ties.  

Leaving a place they know 
and going into the unknown is 
always challenging for the stu-
dents. However, this always ends 
up being one of the highlights of 
their experience. Please pray for 
them to see that God is with 
them wherever they go and that 
they can be a blessing to others 
in Albania. 

The classes continue with 
different teachers each week. In 
the past few weeks we’ve studied 

The Parables of Je-
sus, Daniel, Joshua, 
Personal Evangelism 
and Hebrews.  
     Each class is 
about fifteen hours 
and we usually have 
two classes each 
week. The students, 
and those of us who 

sit in, feel like we’ve had a good 
in-depth study of each one.  

We’re very grateful for those 
who come to teach, and we pray 
their time here blesses their lives 
as well. Please pray for the 
teachers still to come this semes-
ter. 
  
Late November  

Much as happened since our 
last letter to you in early Novem-
ber…winter has arrived and 

Bob and Linda Osborne regu-
larly send greetings to us at First 
Pres. The following excerpts from 
two letters came in early and late 
November. 

  
Early November: 

Greetings to each of you from 
Erseke, Albania! Today it’s windy 
and looks like rain could be ap-
proaching soon. Living in this 
mountain community you would 
think we’d have lots of rain, but 
not this year. In fact, winter hasn’t 
even shown its face at all.  

Mostly we’ve had sunny days 
with cooler mornings and eve-
nings, just a really nice autumn 
with colorful trees. But winter is 
right around the corner and we’ve 
watched our neighbors get their 
wood chopped and stacked ready 
for those cold, snowy days and 
nights. 

We accompanied our Bible 
school students on a 
travel weekend to the 
capital of Albania, Ti-
rana, the seaside town 
of Durres, and the old 
city of Kruja with its 
fortress which is now a 
museum. Also in Kruja 
is the old pazar, or mar-
ketplace, where you can 
watch carpets being made by four 
ladies sitting in front of a large 
loom.  

We ended our Saturday adven-
tures with the annual Bob’s Bowl-
ing Bash, which is always 
fun. This year it was delightful as 
the Albanian students had never 
bowled before, and one of them is 
blind! He was assisted by our 
friend Daniel and he managed to 
get a strike and a couple of spares! 
We were all so proud of him and 

we’ve had some 
snowy days which 
are very beautiful 
although they seem 
to disappear quickly 
with just a little 
sunshine. All are 
now bundled up in 
their warmest coats 
with scarves and 
gloves to keep 

warm from the winter chill. 
Our students were away for 

Outreach Week; they were in two 
teams supporting ministries in two 
other towns in Albania. They came 
back exhausted but filled with 
bubbling joy at what they had seen 
God do in their midst and how He 
had helped them see life from a 
missionary’s perspective. What a 
rich experience for them to taste. 
Their sharing time could have 
gone long into the night. 

Just last week we went out to 
Thessaloniki for Bob’s three-
month chest x-ray. We were able 
to meet with the Director of St. 
Luke’s Hospital who helped us 
connect to an oncologist there. She 
was a wonderful woman who had 
studied and worked in England for 
seven years. Bob’s x-ray was 
clear, for which we are praising 
the Lord. He continues taking the 
chemo medicine Tarceva which 
has shown to be very effective in 
cases like his. Thank you for your 
continued prayers. 

There seems no better time to 
say how blessed we are that you 
are supporting us with your 
prayers, gifts and words of encour-
agement. God’s call and your un-
selfish acts are the pillars of our 
ministry here in Erseke at the 
Torchbearers Bible School. Thank 
you so much. 
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Eleanor Alpha 
Eleanor knew that Jesus was 

her Savior when she was 13 years 
old, and accepted Him as Lord at 
age 26. She is transferring from 
Second Presbyterian Church in 
Memphis, Tennessee. Eleanor 
loves quilting, genealogies, and 
reading, and she is a retired 
teacher. Her son-in-law and 
daughter are Fred and Laura Lan-
ingham, and they have three chil-
dren, Haley, Hunter, and 
Hagen. 
 
Hugh Awtrey 

Hugh is an insurance bro-
ker who enjoys skiing, duck 
hunting, cooking, tennis, and 
reading. His wife, Suzanne, is 
already a member of First 
Pres. He has been attending 
here his whole life. Hugh and 
Suzanne have two children, 
Hugh IV and Staton, and two 
stepchildren, Sara and Abbey. 
 
Frieda and James Brooks 

James, also known as Scotty, 
is a retired electrical contractor. 
He enjoys golf and the Masonic 
lodge. Frieda is a licensed clinical 
social worker, who likes to write 
and make jewelry. James and 
Frieda are transferring to First Pres 
from Sierra Vista Presbyterian in 
Oakhurst. Scotty has three chil-
dren and four grandchildren. 
Frieda has one daughter and one 
grandchild. 

Jennifer and Brian  
Burnham 

Brian and Jennifer were in-
vited to First Pres by Rachel 
York. They have one son, Ethan. 
Brian and Jennifer both enjoy 
being with friends, and Brian en-
joys taking care of Ethan while 
Jennifer works in the floral de-
partment of Bentley’s Market. 
 
 

 
 
Denise and James Davis 

Denise and Jim came to First 
Pres because they could feel the 
members’ love for each other. 
They are already serving in the 
Shepherding Ministry. James and 
Denise have six children, Zach, 
Megan, Shannon, Sam, Lizzie, 
and Bud. Jim teaches high school 
students, while Denise is a regis-
tered nurse. They enjoy reading, 
cooking, movies, travel, fitness 
and tango dancing. 

Sandra and Kevin Garcia 
Kevin and Sandy felt that they 

needed a church home, and they 
found one at First Pres. They have 
been blessed by a wonderful fam-
ily that loves the Lord. Both Kevin 
and Sandy work for Fresno Uni-
fied Schools— Kevin as a history 
teacher, and Sandy as a first grade 
teacher. Sandy enjoys baking and 
gardening, while Kevin likes to 
fish. They have two children, 

Devan and Andrea. 
  
Kelly and Ian  
Mynderup 
When Ian and Kelly came to 
First Pres, they found the tra-
ditional service they had 
wanted. They felt at home 
and never left. Kelly and Ian 
have two children, Caleb and 
Grace. Kelly is and account-
ant who primarily audits 
school districts. Ian is a 

graphic artist who works for Jef-
frey Scott Advertising.  
 
Robert Tomasevich 

Robert says that the Lord has 
blessed his family, and he feels 
God’s presence in his life. He mar-
ried Beverly Rickefs six months 
ago. Beverly is a deacon here at 
First Pres. They have three chil-
dren, Michael Ricklefs, Laura 
Dietmeyer, and Bonnie Grace 
Dietmeyer. Robert, an architect, 
also enjoys gardening and wood-
working. 



������
���
��������
 �
The deadline for the March 

Challenger is Friday, February 
20 at 5 p.m. It will be mailed out 
on March 4. Please contact Daphne 
Saul, 252-4064, or e-mail her at 
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net. You 
may also leave articles in the news-
letter box in the church office. 

 
 The deadline for “A Place for 

You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or 
staff@fpcfresno.org and put Cheryl 
Eaker’s name in the subject box. 
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Joyful Ringers Hand Bell Choir 
    2008 Christmas Concerts Schedule 
 
Sun. Dec. 7 Fresno Rescue Mission Service (7:30 pm) 
  
Wed. Dec. 10 Christmas Tree Lane Walk Night (6 pm) 
      FGW Club parking lot near Gettysberg 
  
Sun. Dec. 14 First Pres Church Worship Services 
      (music at 8:20 & 10:45) 
  
Thank you, wonderful friends at First Pres, for your prayer support and 
generous encouragement! Please join us in celebrating Christ's birth. 
  
The Joyful Ringers 
Carol Dice, Director  
 


