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“I'm Going to God!” By Marcie York

On a cool fall day my four year in the book of Psalms
old grandson, Alex, was playing out- they learned how
side in the shade of a tree when hepsalms were written
suddenly announced, “l am cold, I'm and used during Old
going to the light.” He jumped from Testament times. Af-
the shade to a sunny spot and contin-ter brainstorming to-
ued to leap and run around, boy-style. gether about God,

Again he stopped, looked at me each child wrote his
and said, “I need more light, 'm go- or her very own
ing to God!” Then off he ran. | have psalm to Him. Here

together.” —written by

Eden, age 6.

“Praise God for He is
Good. He made the
world! Let Him liv in
you! Tell others of His
wundrfoll love for every-
one! Come to church for
He loves you!” —written
by Sarah, age 7.

no idea where his imagination was are a few samples “Beleve in the Lord,
taking him, but | was struck with the from five to seven year olds. worship God And he loves every-
simplicity and truth of his words as | one."—written by Scotty, age 7.
watched him play with joyful aban- “Let's pray together! You tell

don. I wondered, when | am “cold” in me stuff. You heal my boo-boos. Now that is bottom line heart re-

my spirit, where do | go? How Let's pray together!” -As dictated sponse to God, isn’t it? In the words

quickly do | leap into the presence of by John, age 5. of seven year old Ani, “I love God!

God and bask in His light-filled love? “God luves us! God luves us so He loves me! Praise God! He made
Children have the rare ability to that he gave his sursgrj! O God  everything.”

cut through the murkiness of life and wee wil wrship your sungorj” — When I'm feeling chilly in my

get to the heart of things. Recently in written by D.J., age 6. spirit | choose to let a little child lead
Sunday school the elementary grade  “Come on let's go wrship to- me to a heart response that helps me
“Treasures” from the First Pres gether. for the world. For you. For jump into God’s presence once again
“Chest” learned about David’s life as the trees. For our house. For ourand bask in His light-filled love.
God’s warrior, king, shepherd and food. For water. For our clothes. For Come join me, “I'm going to God!”
poet. As they studied David’'s poetry our family. Come on let’'s go wrship

ot ot ot

Why is it that we can so clearly us. He never wanted His people to You see, when we try to be who
see the truth in other peoples’ lives live in any state of mind or spirit God created us to kapart from God,
but have difficulty seeing the truth in other than the truth. we settle for living an existence in
our own? In Matthew 7 and Luke 6, Of course, Satan twisted the falsehood. This is why Jesus told us
Jesus challenges us to take the plankruth and people have chosen athat, apart from Him, we can do noth-
out of our own eyes before we seek tolesser counterfeit existence evering (see John 15). It is only as we're
take the speck out of the eye of an-since. The forbidden fruit wasn't so committed to live in the midst of the
other. much that Adam and Eve wanted to truth about ourselves that we can fully

We love to compare and we love be “like” God in the sense of being embrace who we are and who God
to compete. We desire to see how wemade in His image. wants us to become.
measure up against others as we at- They already were made in We see this all throughout life,
tempt to quantify our value in this God’s image and enjoyed the per- whether it is the child who refuses to
world. And by the end of the day, we fect relationship with Him that God admit guilt in stealing his sibling’s
live shackled to our own insecurities intended. It was when they wanted toy, a student who refuses to take re-
and “false-selves.” to be like Godwvithout God that they  sponsibility for cheating on a test, or

This is not what God intended for crossed the line. (Continued on page 2)



Truth and Freedom:
(Continued from page 1)

an adult who is only “sorry” he got know the truth, and the truth will set

Jews in John 8:31-32, Jesus said, '

you hold to my teaching, you are

really my disciples. Then you will

caught embezzling money from the you free." (NIV).

company.

The thing we find unbelievable is ing that God really does know
that we are loveable in the midst of what's best for us and that God truly

Ultimately, obedience is trust-

'If article, recognize that you were loved
before you were born and that you are
loved even in the midst of your strug-
gles. If you find yourself being criti-
cal of others, ask God to reveal to you
the places you feel vulnerable, inse-
cure and unloved.

Life is too short to live enslaved

what is truly real, our sin. We do eve- does love us and have our best inter-to fear, self-doubt, pain, insecurity
rything we can to hide our faults, ests in mind. In fact, John 3:16 tells and self-disdain. Ask God to take out
shore up our reputations and polish us not that God loves us because Hethe plank in your own eyes before
our outward facades. Jesus tells us,sent Jesus, but that He sent Jesugou try to see the specks in the eyes
however, that it is only in truth that because He loves us.

we will be free. In talking with the

So today, after reading this brie

of others. Only then will you be free.
f

New Members Join First Pres

Esther

Carver

Esther ar-

rived in

Fresno as a

freshman at

Fresno Pa-

cific Univer-

sity. Over the
next two years she became involved
with the youth ministry at a church
were she became close friends with th
youth pastor and his wife. Last year in
the midst of change in her life, God leg
Esther to move in with this pastor and
his family as they re-located to the
downtown area. Esther feels so blessg
through the past year to have found a
home downtown as well as a home
church. Esther and her fiancé, Nate
Delehay, plan to get married in May
after she graduates from FPU with a
degree in Intercultural Studies. They
plan to stay in the Fresno area and cof
tinue their involvement in urban minis-
try. Esther loves working with people.

She also enjoys sewing and taking pict

tures.

Nathan Delahay:

Nate moved to Fresno from Tucson,
Arizona in January of this year so that
he and Esther could continue their
courtship. Upon arriving in Fresno Nat
moved into a small studio apartment
downtown that is owned by Marty and

e

d

Joanie Martin. Having heard great
things about First Pres, he and Esthe
decided to visit. They immediately
felt at home and started getting in-
volved with the college group Bible
study. While in Tucson Nate per-
formed as a professional stuntman fg
a local Theme Park/Movie Studio. He
is currently working as a security offi
cer at Fresno Pacific University, and
attending Fresno City College, whit-
tling away at what he hopes will be-
come a BA in Theatre. Nate enjoys
singing, playing the guitar, and is an
accomplished kazoo soloist. He also
likes to perform as a close-up magi-
cian.

Nate Moon
Nate origi-
nally came
here as one of
our Network-
ers, and was a
Networker for
two years.
Nate earned
his Bachelor of Science in Psychol-
ogy Degree from Southern Oregon
University. His hometown is Madras,

Oregon, about an hour north of Bend.

He learned about First Pres through
classmate Catherine Cousins. Nate
has been blessed by the special com
munity that is First Pres. He loves to
golf, fish and hike. He enjoys weight

lifting and most other sports. One of his
r favorite hobbies is cooking. He enjoys
having people over for a meal.

Chris Norvell
Chris received
Christ at River-
park Bible
Church's VBS
when he was 5.
Since then he has
been walking
with the Lord,
studying scripture through AWANA all
the way through junior high and into
high school. He loves to attend
AWANA Scholarship Camp and works
hard every year studying his scripture
in order to go. Chris enjoys volunteer-
ing to work with the children in our
church whenever he can. He regularly
volunteers to work at VBB every year
to be with the preschoolers.

Chris is a junior in high school right
now. He studies Tae Kwon Do and just
recently obtained his red belt moving
him into the advanced class. Chris' fa-
vorite bible verse is Psalm 119:105
“Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and
a light for my path.”

(continued on page 3)
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More New Memberscontinued from page 2)

Luke Norvell
Luke has been a
Christian since he
was 4, when he
was watching a
movie, “All Dogs
Go to Heaven,”
and suddenly
cried out to the
Lord to save him.
His parents
stopped the
movie and discussed what he was rea
asking and he was ready to receive
Christ. He is involved with the junior
high ministry right now, and partici-
pates in Inter Varsity at Fresno City
College, where he is a freshman. He
has a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, and
studying for his second degree which
he hopes to obtain in February. Luke's
favorite saying is this, “If you find
yourself in a hole, quit digging.” The
corresponding proverb is: “When word
are many sin is not absent, but he whg
holds his tongue is wise” (Prov. 10:19)
Luke would like to be a youth pastor
when he is finished with school. Luke
has been mentored by Craig Hill.

Danielle
and Ben
McEntee
Ben works at
Yost and
Webb fu-
neral home
and is work-
ing on his
masters at
Fresno State.
Danielle is currently working as a
ly photographer's assistant and begin
ning her own photography business
here in town. They like reading, bik
riding, watching good old classic
movies (or any movies). Ben is a
musician and is in a couple of band
in town. Danielle loves taking pic-
tures, and also volunteers with the
Pregnancy Care Center.
They started coming to First Pr
a little over 2 years ago as a newly
dating couple and both felt right at
home. Since they recently became
members, they have God’s presenc
like never before. God is working in
their marriage and in their lives in
unexpected and obvious ways.

S

Mastering the
Magic of Love

Rev. Roger and Marilyn Minassian
are currently taking this class and
highly recommend it. Invest $10 and
you and your spouse will discover how
to have a richer and more dynamic re-
lationship! If you finish all five ses-
sions, you'll get a Starbucks Card
worth, you guessed it, $10 for a date
night.

Ron McLain of Marriage Mentor-
ing Ministries (MMM) leads these 7-9
p.m. sessions for five weeks (sorry, no
child care). You'll learn how to have a
more delightful marriage...more dy-
namic communication and effective
problem-solving skills plus much,
much more! Give up $10 and MMM
will give you ten hours of marital bliss.
Classes are held on five Tuesdays,
January 22 — February 19, 2008 or Feb-
ruary 26 — March 25, 2008 at New
Covenant Community Church , 1744
E. Nees. This is a great opportunity to
spend ten solid hours strengthening
your marriage. For further information
or to register, call Roger or Marilyn at
434-1435.
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Session Summarny

10/31/07 Accounting Results:

Giving as of 10/31/07 was below friends and family to o
budget by 9.2 per cent, Spending asChristmas Eve Service.

of 9/30/07 was also below budget b

9 per centAs of 10/31/07, our cash Partners:

reserve for operations is less than oneHave you ever wondered
how you can support our Mission

month of budgeted spending.
Satellite Sunday:

program intended to create and foste
relationships among our Church Fam-

ily. Contact Heidi Lynn, Mindy
Franklin or Chris Rosik for informa-

tion on how you can be involved in an

adventure somewhere off campus.
Christmas Eve Service:

Scott McCallum

yard signs and invitg

y Pray for our Mission

sues facing our denomination,
that the Lord will open the eyes
and ears of the denominational
leaders.

Pray for Sudan:

Remember to pray for Sudan.
There will be a standing prayer

Partners in prayer? Now it is easy to meeting on the first Sunday of each
Adult Nurture has established a new do. The Mission Ministry Team has month in Room 101 at 8:30 a.m. (during

Day of Prayer:

rcontacted our Mission Partners, and First Service).

has assembled a prayer list. If you Rescue Mission: N
want a copy go to the Missions page First Presbyterian has a long tradition of
on our website, or call Terry Jaurena.

leading the worship service at the
Fresno Rescue Mission on the First

Mark the fourth day of the month on Sunday of each month. Peter France has

your calendar to pray for our Presby- taken the lead to assure that members of
_ _ _ tery. Pray for the churches, the semi- our church will be available to lead this
Join us for a great service to worship nary students, our pastors and their Service. Please pray about this opportu-
our King. Remember to exhibit your families. Also please pray for the is- hity to serve God.



Advent By Corrie Sands

Advent: (noun)— arrival that has Mary awaited the ) Join the preschoolers
been awaited, especially of something arrival of Christ with a \ /7 as we really get ready,
momentous. beautiful song (Luke really prepare to await
Are you awaiting the arrival? 1:46-55). In her song she anxiously the coming
In our preschool classes at First declares that, “...He has of Christmas this
Pres. we have been teaching aboutbeen mindful of the hum- year. Parents, grand-
awaiting the arrival of Christmas. ble state of his ser- parents, uncles, aunts,
That sounds so silly— to have to train vant...” and continues and important adults

children (or adults, for that matter) to on, “...His mercy ex- in children’'s lives
anticipate and get tends to those who fes should especially
excited about him, from generation to heed the exhortations
Christmas. generation...” in Deuteronomy 6:7-9

I know my % Her anticipation and joy is a during this season. As you go through
own kids hav 2 beautiful outpouring of her obedi- the harried paces of the next few
been awaiting ence. It reminds me that we ought to weeks, remember to talk about why
Christmas  for 7??" anticipate, and train our young ones we celebrate “when you sit at home,
months in the to anticipate, the coming season. It and when you walk... when you lie

form of writing lists of things they is so simple to gloss over the only down and when you get up...”. Let's
want; thanks to the brilliant minds valid reason for celebration while commit together to rehearsing the
hired to advertise toys that have beenwe hang lights, put a tree inside and reasons we have to celebrate during
hard at work sincdast Christmas. shop for the mountain of gifts we’ll Christmas with our young ones, there-
That isn't the kind of “awaiting” | inevitably give. All of those things fore integrating our faith into our
refer to here. are fun, but not eternal. every choice and action.

Coming Soon to a Bookstore Near Y&y Daphne Saul

| couldn’t find what | was look-
ing for. But an idea kept running
around in my mind. Could we write
a musical about the book of Acts?

The idea proved challenging. So

many things happened in this won- My husband challenged me to

Charles Wesley, “O, For A Thousand ggrrf]ul I?L?I?ek V‘\J'gtstﬁg ?g;::ltshghgiss'éi write a libretto. And | challenged him
Tongues.” Our choir members have : ' “to write a few songs, in addition to
learned that my husband, Dr. Saul ples and goes back to heé‘.".e’.‘- Hethe arrangement we already had of “O
can play many styles ‘ amsendsmtihitH‘\’A'/gSﬁ:r'/_t\é?sa For A Thousand Tongues.” That's
music, _and _they wer chgpt)e/:r y2 The how the new musicalicts Alivewas
\(;ihsae”eonngl?r?e hrxr;m?. I'Ir'rr‘fi)stow( An O tunity f boqk s packeq with borrjI"he members of Full Court Pres
the bedinning of H n Opportunity for | 5ction  stories— havi i i q

e beginning of a new hynt children, Third are having a great time getting ready
arrangement that Full Coy to present this musical. We will show
Pres recently performed it to all of you on Sunday morning,
church. February 10.

But that was not all that God had We'd love to have a few more
in mind for this hymn arrangement. singers for our show. We rehearse on
As director, | was looking for a new Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. We will
musical to perform in 2008. Last year _be off December 23, an(_j 30, bgt sing-
we learned about Moses, an Old Tes- ing our hearts out again starting on
tament character. This year, | wanted January 6. Come and join us!
to teach the children about some of And in the meantime... read the
our New Testament saints. book! (The book of Acts, that is.)

“Dr. Saul, can you play that in a
country style? How about a classical
style? What about rap or movie mu-
sic?”

Last year in Full Court Pres, we
were learning the famous hymn by

ries from his latest book, his sequel to
the gospel of Luke. He wouldn’t want
to give it all away, however. Instead,
he and his agents would encourage
people to read the book.

healings, preaching,
through Sixth Grades|conversion, arrests,
even a shipwreck!

If we were to cover the entire
book of Acts, our play could take a
couple of hours. We had less than
thirty minutes.

But, we could do a book review.
Dr. Luke could be available for a
book signing in a local mall. He
would want to tell people a few sto-




Our Theological DistinctivesBy David Abdo

Recently, | had the privilege of sarily look alike. That is due to a Roman Catholic church then does
teaching one of the New Member the seasoning of a given congre-a Presbyterian church. Luther
Orientation classes. The topic was gation. So what are the theologi- asked the question, “What does
“Reformation History and Theol- cal distinctives that season our scripture prohibit?” Calvin asked,
ogy.” My goal was to share who congregation? “What does scripture command?”
we are and how we got here, with We are descendents of a veryWe trace our roots back to John
those who are considering formal- significant period of history Calvin and the Swiss Reformation.
izing their relationship with our known as the Reformation. The Let me go back one moment to
congregation. What are the theo- reformers confronted the church that phrase | called the mantra of
logical distinctives that make up of their day with ways in which it the Reformation: “Reformed and
the ethos of our congregation? had strayed from God’'s Word always reforming, according to the
Usually the class already knows and offered the needed corrective. Word of God.” | find it fascinating
the practical distinctives, but the That corrective was encapsulated how many people would like us to
theological distintives are more in the mantra: “Reformed and stop at the comma. That makes the
subtle and difficult to discern always reforming, ac- phrase “Reformed and always re-
Let me illustrate. cording to the word forming.”

The essence of t of God.” But the power of the Reforma-
Faith can be co The diversity tion mantra is after the comma.
pared to some soO of the Reforma- Otherwise it is just change for the
of main coarse in tion has re- sake of change. The reformers be-
meal: let’'s say bee vealed mani- lieved that the importance of
Beef is one kind fold expres- change lies inconforming to the
meat yet it can b sions of reform Word of God.
prepared in so man among protes- My wife, Dana, gave me a
different ways. As tant churches. wonderful illustration of this point.
long as the main cours Compare a Lu- Always the first grade teacher she
consists of beef, no matte theran, Presbyterian and illustrates it this way.
how it is prepared, a series of Baptist church. Each would be
meals would be considered to be considered Protestant but they “Reformed and always reforming,
similar. If fish or lamb, pork or may vary greatly in style of wor- according to the Word of God”
pasta is the main course then thatship, or form of government. looks like this:
would be different. Even between the two great lead-

Yet even when we have the ers of the Reformation one can ‘-'-‘-.-‘
same main coarse our meals maydiscern a significant difference.
vary. You can have Mongolian Martin Luther was not inter- “Reformed and always reforming”
beef or a cheese steak sub, filet mi-ested in changing the Medieval looks like this:
gnon or Santa Maria tri-tip, barbe- church very drastically. His idea
qued ribs or shredded beef enchila-was that if you could just remove ‘-'-.-’-'
das. (Hungry yet?) As different as those elements that scriptyseo-
these dishes are the main ingredi-hibited you would be okay. The first illustration is still our
ent is still beef, but the seasonings  John Calvin wanted a deeper desire here at First Presbyterian
are different. reform. He wanted to keep only Church, both corporately and indi-

To say to a New Members the things that scripturecom-  vidually. We are always striving to
Class “We are a Christian church” manded Do you see how you be conformedto the Word of God
tells them something very impor- will end up with two very differ- by the transforming power of the
tant about us but it does not tell ent looking congregations when Holy Spirit. May God bless us this
them everything. There are many you are through? Advent Season as we reflect on the
faithful Christian congregations in That is why a Lutheran power of His transforming grace.
Fresno alone, which do not neces-church looks and feels more like




The deadline for theAnnual
Reportis December 31.

Please submit articles to newslgt-

—

ter box in church office. Or, contag
Daphne Saul, 252-4064, or
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.or@nd put Cheryl
Eaker’s name in the subject box.
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