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First Pres Welcomes New Members 

Kevin and Kendra Barcelos 
Kevin and Kendra have four daugh-
ters, Lauren, Elizabeth, Sarah, and 
Megan. The girls are registered at 
Tower Christian School and are 
home-schooled. Kevin and Kendra 
are in the process of adopting another 
daughter from China. While Kendra 
teaches the girls, Kevin works as a 
registered nurse for the Intensive Care 
Unit in Community Regional Medical 
Center. Their family enjoys outdoor 
activities, waterskiing, yard work, 
gardening, and cooking. They heard 
about First Pres from various friends. 
 
Nathaniel Bliss 
Nathaniel is a biology major at Fresno 
State, and plans to attend medical 
school. He also works at ABM Re-
search Center/ Baz Allergy as a clini-
cal research coordinator. He enjoys 
cooking, computers, cars, and sci-
ence. He started attending First Pres 
with his parents at age four. He loves 
seeing how God continues to bless his 
life, helping him grow in his faith. In 
Nathaniel’s words, “ It has been awe-
some to see God show me where He 
wants me to be in life, working for 
Him in the medical field. 
 
Michael and Laura Dietmeyer  
Michael and Laura are students at 
Fresno State. Michael also works at 
Triad Architecture, while Laura 
works at Tamsen Munger Fine Crafts. 
Michael enjoys camping and working 
on cars. Laura enjoys gardening and 
baking. Laura has attended First Pres 
since her high school days, while Mi-
chael began coming about three years 
ago. 
 
 
Tommy and Jackie Harmon 

The joys of Tommy and Jackie’s 
lives are their three married daugh-
ters, their daughters’  husbands, and 
their four grandchildren. In Decem-
ber, they will have a fifth grand-
child. Jackie works as a receptionist 
for Dr. George Clarke, Jr., ortho-
dontist. Tommy is an outside sales 
representative for the lift truck divi-
sion of Quinn Company. Tommy 
enjoys golf and fishing, while Jackie 
loves to read and belongs to a book 
club. They came to First Pres from a 
former church in Sanger.  
 
 
Barton and Alice Keeler  
Barton and Alice have two children, 
Reagan and Jackson. Their third 
child, to be named Nixon, is due in 
June. Alice teaches mathematics at 
Clovis High, while Barton cares for 
the children. Barton enjoys reading, 
sports, and Bible Study Fellowship, 
while Alice likes politics, cake 
decorating, and computers. They 
live in the church  neighborhood, 
and were drawn to First Pres be-
cause of the ministries and Chris-
tians here. 
 
Michael Lynn and Allyson West 
Michael currently attends Fresno 
State and works for Generation 
Homes. He enjoys hunting, fishing, 
golf, and history. He has been com-
ing to First Pres for as long as he 
can remember. Jesus Christ, his 
Lord and Savior, has been shaping 
and molding Michael into the man 
of Christ He has created him to be. 
Allyson, a liberal studies major at 
Fresno State, works at Coldwater 
Creek in Fig Garden Village. She 
enjoys walking, cycling, baking, 
and friendships. She came to First 

Pres three years ago, invited by the 
Lynn family. 
 
Steve and Audrey Monke 
Steve and Audrey have four children, 
Gretchen, Meredith, Charlotte, and 
Owen. They work as camp directors 
for Gold Arrow Camp on Huntington 
Lake. They both love running, triath-
lons, and golf. Steve also enjoys fan-
tasy baseball on the computer. They 
spend lots of time attending their chil-
dren’s events, such as soccer, cross-
country, photography, AWANA, and 
4-H. They attended St. Andrews Pres-
byterian at Newport Beach, but 
moved to Clovis two years ago and 
found First Pres, their new church 
home. 
 
Ivan Paz 
Ivan, a full time student at Fresno 
Pacific University, came to First Pres 
because he loves this church and 
loves to worship God. He drives here 
every Sunday. He enjoys his studies, 
along with drawing, weightlifting, 
and reading. 
Chuck and Karen Radke 
Chuck and Karen have two daughters, 
Caroline and Katherine. Chuck is a 
university administrator, while Karen 
is a teacher who works in her home. 
They enjoy running, reading, and bik-
ing. They came to First Pres because 
of friends, the Monkes, and family 
members, the Harmons.  
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“ Songs For A Woman’s Hear t”  Ser ies By Anne Ellis 

First Pres will launch a series of 
talks and study sessions for women 
starting on January 9. The focus  is on 
the stages that many women travel, 
and on God©s promise for all of those 
phases. "Songs for a Woman©s Heart: 
Embracing the Ages and Stages of 

Femininity With Joy" will be led by 
Marcie York, director of children©s 
ministries for kindergarten through 
sixth grade. Marcie has also worked 
extensively in women©s ministries 
and is an accomplished speaker and 
group-discussion facilitator.  

The series was sparked by posi-
tive reaction from women of the 
church after Marcie touched briefly 
on the stages of a woman©s life dur-
ing a sermon in November. She de-
scribed the young woman, nurturing 
phase, middle years and mature 
years, explaining how God creates 
layers of beauty, order and purpose 
from each stage. Women often find 
dissatisfaction in all of these phases, 
but Marcie believes that God prom-
ises opportunities and rewards 
throughout a woman©s life. 

The eight-session series will be 
held January through April, with 
talks by Marcie on the second Tues-
day of each month followed by a 
related Bible study on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month. Sessions will 
be held January 9 and 23; Feb. 13 
and 27; March 13 and 27; and April 
10 and 24. We will meet  from 9-11 
a.m. in the Adult Lounge.  

Women will enjoy fellowship 
and discussion following Marcie©s 

talks with a simple craft project at the 
second-Tuesday sessions. Child care, 
including  a Bible lesson tailored for 
preschool children, will be offered. 
Women are invited to the entire se-
ries, or for any session they can at-
tend. The Bible study will be de-
signed so that women do not have to 
prepare ahead of time.  

Mothers INC., which has tradi-
tionally met on these days, is helping 
to organize and host the series of dis-
cussions and studies.  

For more information, contact 
Marcie York at 485-6460. 

More New  
Members 

Note: Several 
stor ies about 
chi l dr en ar e 
taken from the 
book Little Minds 
With Big Hearts, Romona Cramer 
Tucker,  Moody Press, 1996.  

Christmas has arrived, with its 
attendant trappings of longer “ to-do”  
lists, traffic jams, frenzied shopping, 
revved up schedules and overwhelm-
ing exhaustion. Music jangles our 
senses, giant-sized decorations close 
in on us, tempers stretch thin and we 
find ourselves awash in the world’s 
version of “Christmas cheer.”  What 
we need is a fresh look at this holiday 
in order to jolt us out of the doldrums 
and into the delight of contemplating 

(Continued on page 3) 

“ The Lord Has 
Fun!”  …Even at 
Chr istmas  
by Marcie 
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Humility by Jamie Evans 
As Kaylan Roberts sang “When I 

think about the Lord”  on a recent 
Sunday, accompanied by our new 
organ and our choir as well as our 
worship band, Eleven, many of us 
were sent into reverie and wonder. 
The match of her voice with back-up 
musicians, a host of singers working 
the harmony and the power of the 
pipes in digital perfection did a work 
on us.  

For a very few moments we were 
released from worries about the mun-
dane world and startled into a fore-
taste of eternity and a glimpse of 
heaven. As a man who rarely cries I 
found the lump in my throat unex-
pected and very welcome. I was hum-
bled by the experience. It touched a 
raw hunger in our souls about the 
congregation— to be transported be-
yond the casual, ordinary business of 
worship and to be sparked by a future 
hope of “ this is what heaven may be!”  
Every once in a rare worship moment 
we get a sense of what we were de-
signed for. Music, better than most 
human tools, carves this out of our 
rock cold lives. 

This experience was made possi-
ble by humility. Few of us could have 
equaled the talent we heard, so thus it 

was easy 
to forget 
self and 
be over-
run by a 
g r e a t 
Other, a 

presence we both fear and desire. It 
worked, plain and simple in part 
because the musicians on the chan-
cel were pointing beyond them-
selves. This was vastly more than 
entertainment or work for money. 
This was a gift and gratitude in ac-
tion. Humility opens a vast number 
of spiritual doors. 

Humility is a strange virtue. The 
moment I think I have attained it I 
am far indeed from it. In fact the 
instant I call myself humble I am its 
antithesis. The harder I work for it 
the more likely I am to be proud of 
the labor, and thus distance myself 
from the virtue desired. It’ s a “catch 
22”  of Christian ethics. Perhaps the 
best way to inch towards it is to ad-
mit I am proud and be done with the 
attempt.  

But humility won’ t be jettisoned 
just because it is well nigh impossi-
ble to earn. We need it, for without 
it our worship life stalls and we run 

afoul of all relationships divine and 
secular. Pursue it we must. 

Humility is best attained when we 
change our perspective. When I slow 
my own pursuit of this virtue for my 
sake and instead realize that humility 
is best sought with my spiritual bin-
oculars not upon my own shortcom-
ings and efforts but rather focused 
upon the Lord’s person and work, His 
incredible light and creativity, then I 
begin to see rightly. Humility is best 
purchased with the cash of awe and 
wonder over who God the Father is, 
always has been, and ever will be. 
Engaging in the good work of wor-
ship is my initial step. Singing with 
all my limited ability, great energy 
and volume (a very bad combination 
musically) I start the divestment of 
my focus upon self and return it to the 
Father. I thank Him for the Holy 
Spirit’ s help in this matter, for with-
out that my focus would be negligent 
and my attempt in vain. 

 The quest for great virtues begins 
with basic and small habits. Simply 
being present and observant in wor-
ship is such a start. Humility is a no- 
brainer when I stand in the Lord’s 
presence due to Christ’s sacrifice and 
compare the two of us. Simple spiri-

Christ’s invasion of humanity in hu-
man form. And what better attitude 
adjusters does the church have than 
what comes out of the hearts and 
minds of little children? 

A mother tells of her three-year-
old son’s desire to drop some money 
into a Salvation Army bucket as they 
left the mall after Christmas shop-
ping; “After he dropped in his money, 
the bell ringer smiled and said, ‘God 
bless you.’  Instantly my son looked 
confused and asked me, ‘Did I 
sneeze?’ ”  We easily become dulled to 
the voice of Emmanuel, God with us, 
as Christmas mania trumps Thanks-
giving’s quiet spirit of gratitude. How 
different the Christmas season would 

(MARCIE, Continued from page 2) feel if we entered into it with peace-
ful spirits and thanksgiving in our 
hearts.  A simple “God bless you”  in 
the midst of the frenzy is out there; 
we just need to listen for God’s 
voice with expectant, grateful 
hearts.  God reminds us that we can 
hear Him, in Numbers 23:21 “…
The Lord their God is with them; 
the shout of the King is among 
them.”  

Why do we succumb to the 
frenzy each year? We love the 
phrase “all is calm”  from the famil-
iar Christmas carol, Silent Night. 
We vow that this Advent season we 
will experience calm, yet the pace 
quickens, the to-do list lengthens 
and once again we go under, drown-

ing in holiday minutiae.  
A family was having a dinner 

discussion on the meaning of the four 
candles on their Advent wreath. The 
mother writes, “Luke, my seven-year-
old, exuberantly began, ‘There’s love, 
joy, peace, and…and…’ Eager to 
keep pace with her brother, six-year- 
old Elise excitedly broke in, ‘ I know! 
Peace and quiet!’  ”   Sometimes peace 
and quiet do go hand in hand and we 
need one to experience the other. This 
season, let’s set aside a few moments 
regularly to turn off the sounds, dim 
the lights, sit quietly and experience a 
silent night. It will refresh our spirits 
and soothe our minds. 

Soon we will unwrap our nativity 
(Continued on page 5) 
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The month of November is all 
about giving Thanks to God for his 
blessings to us.  Brian McGuire was 
our Session Representative  and he 
filled us in on the service to dedicate 
the new organ. He also told us about 
the process and planning that went 
into our new organ. How thankful we 
are for this new addition to our wor-
ship. 

Francis Weaver and Carol Miller 
told us about their wonderful STARS. 
Under new business, Merlene 
Samuelian introduced the idea of a 
Christmas party for our STARS this 
year, and we all were excited to do 

this. She also introduced a project 
encouraging our church  to help 
children at Webster Elementary 
School.  Many of these children do 
not have long warm pants to wear to 
school and some of the deacons 
wish to help them. 

On Thanksgiving Sunday we 
had our Harvest of Helpers sign up. 
This is where everyone in the con-
gregation can find an opportunity to 
serve others in our church family.  
Please contact the church office if 
you would still like to sign up for 
the Harvest of Helpers. Our deacons 
will be most thankful. 

Deacon’s Corner by Marjie Washburn 

It has been “major fun”  for me to 
reconnect with folks at First Pres 
from many, many years ago. Since 
getting tapped on the shoulder by God 
to start this new church, I’ ve run into 
lots of dear old friends from my 
childhood and high school and 
“ trainee” years at First Pres. I enjoy 
those conversations after church and 
the occasional lunch with a childhood 
buddy. Thank you, to all of you who 
invested in me in so many ways. I 
feel like the Apostle Paul at the end of 
Romans where he mentions all those 
people with whom he worked and 
shared life and the powerful love of 
God. Unlike Paul, however, I’m sure 
I’d leave out folks if I started listing 
those of you who have blessed me. 
But, let me tell you about two of the 
most recent ones. 

I saw in my email inbox a letter 
from a Mary M Jones. “Do I know a 
Mary Jones?”  I wondered. It said 
something about a gift for our new 
church, so I eagerly, but skeptically 
opened it. Turns out it’s from Mary 
Bartholome Jones, who was a high 
school and college friend, and dear 
friend of my sister, Kathy. Mary tells 
me that her house church wants to 
contribute some toys and books for 
the nursery. Wow, how cool is that! 

Then, one day 
while driving home I 
get a call from Paula 
Darden asking if I 
remember her. Do I 
remember her? Of 
course I remember 
her: she was my Sun-
day School teacher 
for about 15 of my growing up 
years. She has a library connection 
and also wants to contribute books 
for the nursery and elementary age 
kids. You bet! We can use just 
about anything that a church might 
need. After living in other parts of 
the country for almost 40 years, 
how fun it is to reconnect with peo-
ple that knew me “way back when.”  

Now, by the time you’ re read-
ing this we’ ll have had our first 
“preview service”  at Lone Star Ele-
mentary School on December 3. 
These services are kind of like prac-
tice services, so we get our act to-
gether by April 1 when we launch 
for “ real.”  We’ ll do them monthly 
on the first Sunday of each month at 
5 p.m. We would love to have you 
join us for any of them just to see 
for yourselves what we’re doing, or 
to help as a greeter, or a pizza 
server, or to share a word of wit-

ness, or …you name it. 
And, as I mentioned 
above, we need lots of 
physical stuff, like a 
copy machine, folding 
chairs, video projector, 
nursery items, etc.  Most 
importantly, we need 
prayer. Please pray for 

us that God will continue to open 
doors for effective witness that we 
may clearly proclaim the gospel of 
Christ. 

Thanks again for your partnership 
in the gospel. Have a blessed Christ-
mas season. Please call me at 859-
9662 if you have questions or ideas.  

Old Fr iends, New Fr iends by Rich Latta 

 
 

READY FOR CHRISTMAS? 
 

Dr. James Dobson’s book, A Family 
Christmas, is dedicated to “ families 
that are striving to raise healthy chil-
dren in a topsy-turvy and often bewil-
dering world . . .”  hoping that the 
touching stories and beautiful paintings 
“will provide renewed inspiration as 
you celebrate the birth of the Christ 
child.”  
 That book and a few others avail-
able in the Library—like David and 
Karen Mains’  The Christmas You’ve 
Always Longed For: How to Recap-
ture the Wonder of the Season; also, 
Arnold Ytreeide’s three storybooks for 
Advent, Jotham’s Journey, Tabitha’s 
Travels, and Bartholomew’s Pas-
sage—are designed to help you experi-
ence Christmas in practical ways as a 
“positive, holy observance, no matter 
what your circumstances.”   
 These and other adult books, plus a 
host of Christmas story books for chil-
dren, are set aside for your perusal and 
check-out.  You’ ll find them identified 
on the special “ feature” shelves on the 
west wall of the Library.     

–Albert N. Pauls 
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Hope – More than a Candle on an Advent Wreath 
by Terry Jaurena 

I’m working on some thoughts to 
share in the Outlook Class on the sub-
ject of Hope. Starting a week ahead of 
each official Sunday, we’ re exploring 
the themes we attach to those candles 
we light during Advent: Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love. 

As I look up the word “advent”  in 
the dictionary I see in a way I’d over-
looked before that “advent”  
is contained in the word 
“adventure.”  I’m fond of 
adventures. Christ’s coming, 
His advent, into my life has 
added lots of adventure. I’m 
also fond of Advent and the 
ritual of reflecting on those 
big words for this season: 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. 

I’m drawn to a favorite 
passage in Romans as I think about 
that first big word: Hope. I find in it 
the rest of the Advent words as well. 
It begins with Romans 5:1-5. 

“Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have gained 
access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand. And we rejoice 
in the hope of the glory of God. Not 
only so, but we also rejoice in our 
sufferings, because we know that suf-
fering produces perseverance; perse-
verance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not disappoint 
us, because God has poured out His 

love into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, whom He has given us.”   

Hope does not disappoint us. 
I know a number of folks who 

feel disappointed because their 
hoped-for things have not material-
ized. I’m one of them. But I love 
and take comfort in this verse, 
“hope does not disappoint us.”  

It cannot mean then that 
we won’ t be disappointed. 
It must mean something 
deeper. I find a clue in 
another translation. It 
says, “… and character 
strengthens our confident 
expectation of salvation. 
And this expectation will 
not disappoint us.”  We 
might be disappointed by 

other expectations, but not by the 
confident expectation of salvation. 

I find another clue contained in 
a favorite song by Bob Bennett, 
Hope Like a Stranger. In it he has a 
conversation with Hope who comes, 
like a stranger, to his door. 

I was afraid, I was rude 
“ What are you coming here for? 
Have you come to stay 
Or are you just passing through? 
I've seen your face 
But I do not know you.”  
And he said, “ You know me, 
But I've had to remain 
Hidden in the shadows 
Of your sorrow and pain 

For you have lived your life 
As a slave, so it seems 
Believing your nightmares 
Instead of your dreams.”  

In the end, Hope tells him: 
"Hope by itself, 
It can never be an end 
It's like holding paper money 
That's impossible to spend 
Unless the value is a given 
That bargain's incomplete" 
Then he showed me the scars 
Of his hands and his feet 
I touched his wounds 
As I steadied my nerve 
He said, "I only bear the marks 
Of the Master I serve 
And He sends me here to tell you 
I am bound up with Him 
You'd do well, when He comes 
To also let Him in" 

Hope is bound up in Him, the one 
whom Advent is all about. Bound up 
in Christ, we can find a confident ex-
pectation of salvation, hope that does 
not disappoint us. 

My friend Nancy Donat knows 
about being disappointed. She also 
knows about life bound up in Christ 
who gives that kind of hope. That’s 
why her e-mail address is livingwith-
hope. It always reminds me that 
whether I feel like it or not, I am in 
fact living with hope that does not 
disappoint, because it’ s bound up 
with the Christ whose coming is what 
Advent is all about. 

scenes. This year let’s take a fresh 
look at the truths that are represented 
by the familiar, well-used figures.  

Think about the events from the 
perspective of each person repre-
sented, placing ourselves in the cul-
ture and geography, the social and 
political climate. What new insights 
might God give us when we do so? 
One mother shares this story; “While 
helping my five-year-old twins re-
hearse “Away in a Manger”  for their 

(MARCIE, Continued from page 3) Christmas concert, I struggled to 
explain the lyrics. ‘The cattle are 
lowing…’  When I told them that 
people spoke differently in Old Tes-
tament times than they do today, my 
daughter, Robin, piped up, ‘Old 
Testament cows low—and New 
Testament cows moo!’  ”    There is 
always something new to learn from 
God’s eternal Word if we look for 
it. 

When you watch a child at 
Christmas, what adjectives come to 

mind? Excited, joyous, expectant, 
waiting… As in every season, chil-
dren are God’s visual aid to His 
Church and the Advent season is no 
different. Let’s learn from them to 
wait with eager expectation for Em-
manuel to move in our hearts this 
Christmas. Loving God is fun! Christ-
mas is FUN for a child, and it can be 
fun for us, too. This year, may we 
sing exuberantly with the little child 
who belted out, “Joy to the world, the 
Lord has fun!”  
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 The deadline for  the Annual 

Report is January 5 at 5:00 p.m. It 
will be mailed out January 17. 
Please submit articles to: Daphne 
Saul daphne4926@sbcglobal.net, 
(252-4064) or leave in newsletter 
box in church office.  

The deadline for  “ A Place for  
You”  is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.  
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Rev. Lana Rober ts, Worship Arts Director 
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“ MARCH ON, MY SOUL; BE STRONG!”  
 

SONGS FOR A WOMAN’S HEART 
Embracing the ages and stages of femininity with joy 

 

FOGLIFTER ser ies  
3 Sunday evenings in January, 7, 14, 21  

5:00-6:45 p.m.  Fellowship Hall 
 

Women, join us for a light supper and an opportunity to laugh, talk and grow 
together around God’s Word. Leave your cares and worries behind and let us 
pamper you. We will look into the heart of three women in Scripture, Mary, 
Hannah and Deborah, through the “songs”  that they sing to God. No outside 
preparation necessary; just bring your Bible. Have questions? Call Lana Rob-
erts or Marcie York at 485-6460. 
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