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New Members Join First Presbyterian Church�

Tom and Catherine Bramanti 
Catherine, a retired pharmacist, 
enjoys Bible study, walking,  
reading, and doing the things the 
Lord calls her to do. Tom, a den-
tist, likes studying God’s word, 
tennis,  fitness training, and lec-
turing on dentistry. They have 
one son, Edward. 

Jeanne Durbin 
Jeanne, who is married to Greg, 
has four children, Beth, Laura, 
Emily, and Doug. Jeanne is a 
homemaker, and her interests are 
reading, walking, gardening, and 
volunteering. 

Bruce and Sarah Addison 
Bruce and Sarah have two chil-
dren, Paul and Ruth. Bruce is a 
teacher and works at Costco, while 
Sarah is a homemaker. They enjoy 
reading, being outdoors, garden-
ing, books, and board games. 

Andrew Aller 
Andrew is pictured here with his 
wife, Ivy. They are expecting their 
first child, Regan. Andrew, an at-
torney, enjoys sports, music, ski-
ing, and travel. Ivy loves to do all 
these things as well, and she is 
currently making preparations for 
their new baby. 

Michael and Julie Carter 
Michael works as a  real estate ap-
praiser, while Julie serves as the 
coordinator of worship and music 
for First Pres. Julie directs a 
women’s choir, Soli Deo Gloria,  
loves horseback riding, and enjoys 
reading, and gardening, They have 
two sons, Sean and Joshua, and 
they also enjoy sailing as a family. 
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First Pres Welcomes New Members... 

Touradj Etezadi 
Touradj, a financial and business 
consultant, loves Jesus. He enjoys 
reading about science, religion, 
business, and history. He has one 
daughter who lives in Santa Bar-
bara. 

Fonda Hart 
Fonda enjoys hiking, kayaking, 
cycling, cooking, gardening, and 
reading. She works as a marriage 
and family therapist. 

Tom and Elaine Esqueda 
Elaine and Tom have three chil-
dren, Stephen, Jacqueline, and 
Hannah. Tom is the Regional Di-
rector of GRID Alternatives, while 
Elaine works for the San Joaquin 
River Parkway. She enjoys canoe-
ing, cooking, bicycling, and gar-
dening, while he appreciates read-
ing, current events, and news. 

Steve and Erin Matlak 
Erin and Steve love to ski, bike  
and hike. Steve, an AWANA vol-
unteer,  loves basketball as well as 
guitar and mandolin music. Erin  
enjoys sewing and cooking. A for-
mer teacher, she is now a home-
maker, while Steve is an estate 
planning attorney. They have two 
children, Elizabeth and Tori.  

Tom and Margaret McDougal 
Tom and Margaret have two sons, 
Brian and Kevin. Tom is an 
AT&T technician, while Margaret 
is retired.  She enjoys reading, 
cooking, and decorating, while he 
likes auto tech, shooting sports, 
machine work, welding, and fabri-
cation. 
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Jeffrey Smith 
Jeffrey, a graduate student at 
Fresno Pacific, is also an interim 
mediator. He enjoys reading, 
Packers football, cards, and con-
versations. Jeffrey also performs 
in our Brass Ensemble at First 
Pres. 

...And Even More New Members 

Megan McGuire 
Megan McGuire, the daughter of 
Brian and Julie McGuire, is a his-
tory major at Fresno State. She 
also marches in the marching band 
there. Megan has been at First Pres 
since age 4, and currently is an 
advisor for the junior highs. 

Scott and Sandy Mozier 
Scott and Sandy have three chil-
dren, Marika, Haley, and Lauren. 
Besides being a mom, Sandy is a 
pediatric physical therapist. Scott 
is a civil engineer for the City of 
Fresno’s Public Works Depart-
ment. They enjoy hiking, read-
ing, playing games, and travel-
ing. Scott also plays the guitar. 

Stacy Ross 
Stacy is the daughter of  Philip and 
Cathy Ross. She works as a com-
munity college instructor. Music 
and reading are her favorite activi-
ties. She also enjoys being out-
doors. 

Session Summary 
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Budget 
Summary 
Spending 
as of 
10/31/09 
was  1 
percent 
below budget. Giving as of 
10/31/09 was  1.95 percent above 
budget. As of 10/31/09, cash avail-
able for operations is estimated at 
2 1/2 months of budgeted spend-
ing. 
 
Satellite Sunday 
Adult Nurture has established a 
program intended to create and 
foster relationships among our 
church family.  Please contact 
Chris Rosik, Phil Ross or Jay Pope 
for information on Satellite Sun-
day, or if you have any ideas for 
small group fellowship opportuni-
ties. 
 
Prayer for our Mission Partners 
Have you ever wondered how you 
can support our mission partners 
in prayer?  Now it is easy to do.  
The mission ministry team has 
contacted our mission partners, 
and has assembled a prayer list.  If 
you want a copy, go to the mis-
sions page on our website, or call 
Terry Jaurena for the list. 
 
Important Dates: 
* The Last Pastor Prayer Partner’s 

breakfast meetings for 2009 will 
be held on December 5. 

* The Alternative Gift Fair is 
scheduled for 12/6/09. A list of 
gifts are now online. 

* The Annual Congregational 
Meeting will be held on 1/31/09 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
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Here comes Christmas, ready 
or not! As the saying goes, it is the 
best of times and the worst of 
times. Opportunities abound to do 
more, shop more, celebrate more, 
and gather together more than at 
any other time of the year.  

There are music concerts, an-
nual performances of the Nut-
cracker ballet, Christmas 
Tree Lane to walk, com-
munity celebrat ions, 
church parties, school par-
ties and an unending 
stream of ways to serve 
and give. There are food, 
clothes and toy drives, 
Salvation Army bells to 
ring, outreaches to the 
homeless and needy, and 
end-of-year checks to 
write. 

Then there is the 
clamor of the culture out 

there, urging us to shop 
the early-bird and night-owl spe-
cials. The media tells us about the 
hot items of the season, the ones 
everyone must have!  

We are used to holiday materi-
alistic mania edging out Thanks-
giving, but this year went over the 
top as Christmas displays and mer-
chandise collided with Halloween 
in some stores. Now we are sub-
merged in a tidal wave of holiday 
jingle-jangle at every turn. It is 
sometimes difficult to resist the 
vortex of overload, isn’t it? 

An old time writer has said 
this, “The spirit of the times got 
him, and he got into the tempo of 
it, and was carried away with the 
surge of it.” As Advent season be-
gins I find myself fighting to keep 
Christ in Christmas once again, 

not to be carried away with the 
surge of the times.  

I want to prepare my heart 
for a fresh perspective on the in-
vasion of Jesus Christ into hu-
manity. And that starts me think-
ing about what life was like 
when Jesus was born into this 
world, as described in Luke 2. 

What were people experienc-
ing when Mary and Joseph trav-
eled to Bethlehem to take part in 
the census? In their personal 
lives they lived much as we do, 
struggling with relationships, un-
expected life turns, pressure and 
stress.  

They loved, hated, laughed 
and cried as we do. Some relied 
upon the One True God: others 
ignored Him. They lived under 
the control of their government, 
experiencing heavy taxation, and 
restrictive laws. 

Into this time period came 
the incarnate Jesus, who left His 
position at the right hand of God, 
left His power as creator and sus-
tainer of the universe and entered 
humanity as a helpless baby on a 
pile of straw.  

In a few years He would walk 
among them as Savior, and most 
would not recognize Him. John 
1:10 describes it best, “He was in 
the world, and though the world 
was made through Him, the world 
did not recognize Him.” 

I think of the innkeeper who 
sent Mary and Joseph away from 
the door because the house was 
already full. I wonder how harried 
his thoughts were, how much dis-
traction and weariness clouded his 
perspective that day. And before I 
judge him I wonder how my har-
ried thoughts and weariness cause 
me to say to the Spirit of God, “no 
room” for you today. 

I am reminded of a great little 
story and a true one, told by a 50- 
year veteran Sunday School 
teacher, “Miss Marjorie.” Marjorie 
Day taught first graders with a de-

votion and joy such 
as I 
have 

rarely seen.  
Each Christmas her six-year- 

olds acted out the Christmas story 
for parents and friends, and one 
year she described this scene: Our 
little innkeeper was having a lot of 
trouble with his line, “I don’t have 
any room for you.” Finally, on the 
day of the program, he announced 
to the audience “I am supposed to 
say ‘I don’t have any room for 
you,’ but I can’t do that to Jesus. 
You come home with me and use 
my bed. I’ll sleep on the couch!” 

That’s the spirit I want to take 
into this Advent season. As I be-
come busier and more pressed for 
time and energy I do not want to 
be guilty of saying “I don’t have 
room for you.”  I want my heart to 
hear that little boy’s words, “I 
can’t do that to Jesus, You come 

This Is Jesus '��(������)��*��
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Feeding the Flock  
The Chancel Choir is still sell-

ing copies of the “Feeding the 
Flock” cookbook. Recipes were 
collected from members of First 
Pres Church. Not only a cook-
book, this is a special keepsake  
which your family will enjoy 
looking through for years to come. 
The cookbooks make great Christ-
mas gifts. Look for a table outside 
between services and pick up your 
copies now. The cookbooks cost 
$15 each, and the money raised 
will go to help the worship and 
music programs of our church. 

Soli Deo Gloria, Fresno’s spar-
kling women’s chorale, will pre-
sent a concert of Christmas music, 
Sunday December 6 at 4 
p.m. at University 
Presbyterian Church 
(1776 E. Roberts, 
Fresno 93710).   

Brightly alive and 
filled with beauty, this 
joyful program features 
John Rutter’s “Dancing Day” 
accompanied by Fresno harpist 
Laura Porter.   

“Dancing Day” has been de-
scribed as a Christmas musical 
feast.  A cycle of six traditional 
English carols, the work celebrates 

Christmas with a tapestry of 
familiar carols and old texts.  
Several of the songs are 

“people’s music” - merry 
medieval dance tunes 

with religious texts. 
These 

songs have one 
foot in the church 
door and one foot in the vil-
lage square.  John Rutter’s ar-
rangements of these carols are 

most accessible and well loved by 
singers and audience members 
alike. The concert  also includes 
traditional favorites, and concludes 
with a rousing audience carol 
sing.   

First Pres members include 
Barbara Grunwald, Sharon 
McCammack, Michelle Smith, and 
Sharon Robert.  Come celebrate 
the joy and wonder of Christmas 

through a rich tapestry of sound.  
We hope to see you there!  

Tickets are $15/10 and are 
available at the door or 
through Soli Deo Glo-
ria  at (559) 473-6486/
www.sdgchoir.com.  

Soli Deo Gloria “Dancing Day” Concert�'����+�,
�����������

home with me!”   
I want Christ to take primary 

place in my heart, my motivation 
and my actions so that each har-
ried person I encounter experi-
ences the truth of Isaiah 9:2, that 
though we trudge around in dark-
ness, the great light of Jesus is 
there for us to see.  No lit up artifi-
cial decorations can take the place 
of the one true Light of the world.   

No amount of activities and 
gifts can fill the lonely void that 
separates people from God. Only 
when they understand who the 
baby Jesus was and is, can they 
receive Him as Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. If He has 
plenty of room to move in my 
heart this Christmas, maybe I will 
be compelled to lift Him up so that 
others may see and believe. 

Miss Marjorie tells another 
Sunday School Christmas story 
that illustrates how easily we miss 
the miracle of Jesus’ incarnation: 
There was the year that “baby Je-
sus” was in trouble. We had 

worked hard with our beautiful 
little “Mary,” trying to get her to 
hold the baby in a loving man-
ner. It was to no avail. She held 
the doll by one arm, then laid 
him roughly upside down in the 
manger.  

The audience watched with 
delight as “Joseph” picked up 
the baby, wrapped a blanket 
awkwardly around it, and held it 
close, while loving the baby. 
Suddenly he turned to the audi-
ence and said with such love, 
“THIS is Jesus.”  May it be so 
for us this blessed and beautiful 
season. 
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The deadline for the Annual Re-
port is Thursday, December 31, 2009 
at 5 p.m. Please contact Daphne Saul, 
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net.,or call her 
at 252-4064. You may also leave arti-
cles in the newsletter box in the church 
office. 

 
 The deadline for “A Place for 

You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or 
staff@fpcfresno.org and put Cheryl 
Eaker’s name in the subject box. 
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      First Pres will have two identical services 
on Christmas eve, at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. The 
Chancel Choir will sing Glorious Impossible, 
a special cantata which was created and ar-
ranged by Tom Fettke. The music features 
songs and carols of Keith and Kristyn Getty, 
Michael W. Smith, Stuart Townend, and 
Babbie Mason. Childcare is provided at the 5 
p.m. service. You will not want to miss this 
wonderful service of preaching and music. 

Wanted: Kids Praise Director 
First Pres is  searching for a new director for Kids Praise.  This 

choir  for children ages 5 through 7 meets once a week  for an hour 
during the 11 a.m. service. They sing in church four times a year.  

Do you love children? Do you enjoy leading them? Do you love 
music? Is God  calling you to serve First Pres in this way? If you are 
interested, please contact Dr. Julie Carter for details (432-2858) or 
jwlc@sbcglobal.net. 


