
Recently, I entered in dialogue 
with a former Networker from First 
Pres, Mauro, as well as with two 
other brothers from two different 
churches. We talked about Christian 
college students and some of the 
things that hold us back from our 
faith.  

As we continued in our conver-
sations, we opened up gradually and 
developed ideas that would help us 
establish fellowship that would 
cross over different groups.  

We continued to meet and hang-
out. Often, what we found was that 
college students, regardless of faith, 
desire true and genuine community 
where one can be real and open 
about life experiences— something 
that is often found in the presence of 
peer groups of unbelievers.  

We decided to start having 
“hangouts” more often— just sim-
ple, “let’s go over here” type hang-
outs. We borrowed the Pink House 
across the street from the church 
and had a phenomenal hangout that 
led to worship.  

Afterwards, I began to think 
about where God had placed me and 
the road He has brought me 
through, to now be able to contrib-
ute to the spiritual development of 
youth while they simultaneously 
invest in me.  

This school year has flown by 
very quickly with work and school. 
I am finishing my last year at 
Fresno Pacific University. I will be 
graduating with a double major in 
Pre-Law and Religious Studies; 
hopefully with a GPA between 3.5 
and  4.0.  

In addition to this, tutoring for 
Fresno City College, assisting Eng-

lish professors with their classes, 
has opened many doors for me.  

I know this may sound typical 
for a college student, but most of 
you know that I am not your aver-
age kind.  

During Networkers, most of 
you got to know me and discov-
ered that I was once one of the 
many teenagers that Hope Now for 
Youth worked with. I grew up as a 
gang member and not in a Chris-
tian family, lived a lifestyle of vio-
lence, committed to crime, and 
spent time in the system.  

Hope Now sowed the seeds of 
the Gospel, eventually leading me 
to Christ, but it was First Pres, all 
of you, who restored me to live 
functionally in society as a Chris-
tian.  

God has given me what I 
needed the most through First 
Pres. I have a family at this church 
that cares for me and is concerned 
for my future and well being.  

But most of all, I have brothers 
and sisters, fathers and mothers, 
who have modeled to me what 

type of man I should be. And as I 
continue to interact with my bio-
logical family, I see that the image I 
reflect is being desired by them so 
that they often depend on me for 
leadership.  

In the future, my goal is to in-
vest my energies in the communities 
I grew up in, as well as help college 
students develop leadership skills 
for the kingdom. That goal is exem-
plified by the illustration above.  

I feel a close connection with 
lower-class youth, just as much as I 
am developing a close connection 
with middle class and upper class 
students.  

God is using me to inspire, 
teach, and mentor others, which 
would have not been possible if I 
was never “adopted” as one of First 
Pres’ very own.  

Though I may be led to other 
adventures outside of Fresno, I have 
made the commitment to remain in 
this city, our city, and to be a mem-
ber of First Pres, till God says other-
wise. I love First Pres. 

I would love to thank you all for 
looking past the deficiencies of my 
past and seeing the assets that God 
has given to me. Though we come 
from two different socio-economic 
classes and cultures, I am blessed to 
see and experience the love that has 
been lavished upon me at this 
church.  

Christ has established between 
us a bond that nothing can break, 
not even the artificial structures of 
culture, race/ethnicity, and socio-
economic class that try to divide us. 
I love you all, and I thank you for 
your faithfulness to the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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What can you do to make 
Easter more Christ-focused? Do 
you find that Easter is just another 
Sunday? If you want this year to be 
different, come to the Maundy 
Thursday Service—the contrast 
between Thursday night and Sun-
day morning is bound to help you 
celebrate.  

The composer of the special 
music for this year's Maundy 
Thursday service notes in his fore-
word that walking “through that 
lonely evening on Thursday when 
Christ prayed at midnight in the 
garden alone” can fill your worship 
on Easter “with a heightened sense 
of joy and gratitude for what Christ 
accomplished through His sacrifice 
and victory over death.” Come and 
see if you do not agree.  

Even the appearance of the 
sanctuary helps in the contrast— 
if you've never been to an evening 
service, you'll especially notice 
how different it is from a sunny 
Sunday morning. The service on 
Thursday, April 9, begins at 7 
p.m. With sunset about halfway 
through, by the time the service 
ends at 8 p.m. the church will be 
dark.  

Lana Roberts will be preach-
ing on the new commandment 
given by Jesus at the Last Supper, 
that his disciples love one an-
other. (The term “Maundy” comes 
from the Latin word for 
“commandment”).  

After Communion, narrators 
and the choir, accompanied by a 
small chamber orchestra, will pre-

sent “Shadows of Sacrifice” by 
John Purifoy. This short cantata is a 
tenebrae (Latin for “darkness” or 
“ s h a d o w s ” )  c o m p o s i t i o n 
which includes spoken and sung 
scriptures of the words of Christ 
and the events of his betrayal, suf-
fering, and crucifixion.  

As each section of the music is 
completed, a candle will be extin-
guished. By the end of the service, 
the sanctuary will be in almost 
complete darkness.  

Making Easter Special &��&�������
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Accounting Results 
The following are the results 

for February: Spending as of 
2/28/09 was 10 percent below 
budget. Giving as of 2/28/09 was 
5.22 percent above budget.  

As of 2/28/09, cash available 
for operations is estimated at 3 
months of budgeted spending. 

 
Satellite Sunday  

Adult Nurture has established a 
program intended to create and fos-
ter relationships in our church fam-

ily. Please contact Heidi Lynn, 
Mindy Franklin or Chris Rosik 
for information on Satellite Sun-
day, or if you have any ideas for 
small group fellowship opportu-
nities. 

 
Pray for our Mission Partners  

Have you ever wondered how 
you can support our Mission Part-
ners in prayer? Now it is easy to 
do. The Mission Ministry Team 
has contacted our Mission Part-
ners, and has assembled a prayer 
list.  

If you want a copy, go to the 
Missions page on our website, or 
call Terry Jaurena. 
 
Important Dates 

Pastor Prayer Partner’s break-
fast meetings for 2009 will be 
held on May 16, September 12, 
and December 5. 

Session Notes  

Palm Sunday 
At both 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
we will assemble outside before 
the service. A shofar will an-
nounce the beginning of the ser-
vice, and then we will walk inside, 
waving palm branches as we sing 
together. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
Enhance your Easter Sunday wor-
ship by attending this special ser-
vice on April 9 at 7 p.m. See re-
lated article above. 
 

Easter Sunday 
Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
are identical. Please join us as we 
worship our risen Lord Jesus on 
this glorious day. 



Two incredibly difficult realities 
to hold in tension are the realities of 
our fallen nature and our beloved-
ness. A common theme in religions 
around the world is that we can work 
our way to God by “being good” or 
by “doing the right thing.” This kind 
of attitude, however, can result in 
pride.  

Proverbs 3:34 says that God, 
“mocks proud mockers but gives 
grace to the humble.” There is noth-
ing new in recognizing that God has 
disdain for those who are prideful.  

Pride is close to the heart of our 
sinful nature because pride is an in-
flated ego resulting from trust in self. 
In fact the Latin form of the word 
“pride” means “to congratulate one’s 
self.”  

The roots of pride are cultivated 
in the infertile soil of self-
sufficiency— the conviction that the 
power to become what we want to 
become is found ultimately in our-
selves alone.  

Being “self-made” is a highly-
prized accomplishment in our cul-
ture, but its foundations are weak. 
Einstein once said that, “A man 
wrapped-up in himself is one very 
small bundle.” To come to grips with 
the facts of our tremendous limita-
tions is actually a severe mercy. It is 
good news that we aren’t in control 
because we don’t have nearly what it 
takes to “live life well” on our own. 

If history proves anything, it is 
that humanity can take even the best 
things and make a mess of them. 
Whether it’s the environment, rela-
tionships with others or even the 
care of our own bodies, we have a 

consistent track record of leaving 
things worse off than we found 
them. Fear itself is at the core of 
our epiphany that we need some-
thing greater than ourselves to live 
the way God made us to live. It 
makes sense that pride and despair 
are very closely related attitudes of 
the heart.  

First of all, both are rooted in a 
distrust of God and His Word. 
Since the very beginning, God has 
made it clear to His people that we 
all are created by Him and that we 
are to live life for, to and through 
Him.  

Even the first of the Ten Com-
mandments tell us that we’re to 
have no other gods before Him. 
This includes ourselves. Pride says, 
“I can do it on my own!” and de-
spair says, “It can never be done!” 
To the first, Jesus said, “Apart 
from me you can do nothing.” To 
the second, Jesus said, “With God, 
all things are possible.”  

Secondly, pride and despair are 
rooted in a heart’s disposition of 
fear. Fear is the fruit of faith-in-self 
and the antithesis of faith-in-God.  

When Joshua was afraid to take 
the helm of leading God’s people 
into the Promised Land, God told 
him to be strong and courageous 
because He was with him.  

God’s presence has always 
been the source of security for His 
people, bringing comfort and as-
surance that we were never in 
charge of our own lives or circum-
stances in the first place.  

God is with us, and because of 
that, we need not be afraid. We 
certainly can not take credit for the 
blessings of our lives. 

Lastly, pride and despair are 
closely related because one brings 
inflation and the other deflation. It 
is not until we recognize that our 
intrinsic value is found in God 
alone that pride and despair can 

conflate at the cross and bring forth 
true salvation, which is faith and 
trust in Christ alone.  

  During the reflective season of 
Lent, we are preparing out hearts for 
the best news in the universe, that 
God’s only son, Jesus Christ, was 
raised from the dead on the third 
day.  

In Jesus’ victory over death, we 
can finally live a life from the fertile 
soil of death-to-self that Jesus culti-
vates to bring fruit for his kingdom. 
As we await the celebration of 
Easter, pray for yourself and others 
to all let go of fear. Pray that we 
might hold tightly to faith in Christ 
and that we might freely choose to 
be neither despairing nor prideful, 
but instead to love God and others as 
we were created to do. 
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CALL FOR  
RECIPES 

First Pres Cookbook –  
“Food for Thought” 

 
Support the First Pres Choir in 

their preparation for the European 
Music Ministry Tour 2010 
through submitting your recipes 
for the congregational cookbook. 
Select your favorite, mouth water-
ing, delicious recipe and send it to 
us using the cards available in the 
narthex, kiosk, or on the FPC 
website.  

Completed cards can be re-
turned in the offering plate, 
church office, and baskets in the 
narthex and table on the lawn.  

All recipe submissions must 
be received no later than May 15. 
The cookbooks will be available 
in November with pre-orders be-
ginning in July. For more infor-
mation contact : 
 choirtour2010@yahoo.com. 



�
��
������������������������

Editor’s Note:Marsha Wilson 
originally wrote this e-mail to Jamie 
after a car accident. How would you 
or I react in this situation? 

 
I have just gotten home from an auto 
accident on the 99, which involved 
myself and one other person. I was in 
the middle lane and he was in the 
faster lane. He was too far over and 
tried to correct it. Then he was too 
far the other way and tried to correct 
the other way. That is when my car 
was hit on the driver’s side.  

Amazingly, God took over and 
protected others from not getting in-
volved in this accident. I swerved 
toward the guard rail but I did not hit 
it. Then I spun around and ended up 
on the opposite side across a picket 
fence. But no one else hit me or the 
other driver, by God’s grace.  

The other driver was not in-
jured, and neither was I. Of course I 
will probably feel a bit sore tomor-
row, but I am alright. (My car is 
another story, however.)  

I can't help but think of that 
verse where Jesus said. “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.”  

The other person admitted that 
this was his fault. I told this man 
that God took care of us and that 
we experienced a miracle. I asked 
him if he goes to church and he 
said not too often. He said that after 
this accident he is going to go more 
frequently.  

The Highway Patrol took good 
care of us, and God's hand was in 
this. I am not angry or upset, I am 
just thankful and praise Him for 
how He watches over us and pro-
tects us. 

We all carry our cell (mobile) 
phones with names and numbers 
stored in its memory but nobody, 
other than ourselves, knows which of 
these numbers belong to our closest 
family or friends. 

If we were to be involved in an 
accident or were taken ill, the people 
attending us would have our cell 
phone but wouldn't know whom to 
call. Hence the ICE (In Case of 
Emergency) campaign. 

The concept of ICE is catching 
on quickly. It is a method of contact 
during emergency situations. As cell 
phones are carried by the majority of 
the population, all you need to do is 
store the number of a contact person 
or persons who should be contacted 
during emergency under the category 
ICE. 

The idea was thought up by a 
paramedic who found that when he 
went to the scenes of accidents, there 

were always mo-
bile phones with 
patients, but they 
didn't know 
which number to 
call.  

He therefore thought that it 
would be a good idea if there was a 
nationally recognized name for this 
purpose.  

In an emergency situation, 
emergency service personnel and 
hospital staff would be able to 
quickly contact the right person by 
simply dialing the number you have 
stored as ICE. For more than one 
contact name simply enter ICE1, 
ICE2, ICE3, etc.  

Apparently this is a standard 
procedure all paramedics follow at 
the scene of an accident when they 
come across your cell phone. This 
is a great idea which will make a 
difference. 

In Case Of Emergency — ICE 

Fresno’s newest Women’s Cho-
rale, ������������	�
��� that I 
began in the fall has had an exciting 
beginning. Our first concert in De-
cember was extremely well-attended 
by many in our community.  

The audience responded with 
exuberant applause 
and the mood of the 
evening was one of 
joy and worship. 
Andrea Mead par-
ticipated with the 
Chancel Choir and 
noted one gentleman who sat in front 
with his eyes closed so he could fo-
cus on the beautiful sounds. Andrea 
particularly enjoyed one song pre-
sented from the back of the church 
and thought “the clarity of tone was 
like bells!” 

Rosemary Cotton said, “It was 
very evident that the singers truly 
found joy in bringing us their music. 
Their disciplined and beautiful 
voices made for a memorable eve-
ning!” 

Formed to sing beautiful music 
to the glory of God, the auditioned 
chorus of women from a variety of 
churches in the Fresno/Clovis area 
will present a spring concert soon. 

“A Symphony in Song” will be 
presented Sunday, May 3 at 7 p.m. at 
University Presbyterian Church (on 
Cedar south of Bullard).  The eve-
ning will celebrate music through the 
ages praising God with choir and 
trumpet in “Cantate Domino,” 
through the rich sounds of Mendels-
sohn (celebrating the 200th anniver-
sary of his birth) in “Veni Domine,” 
through lush arrangements in French 
with Pablo Casal’s “Nigra Sum,” 
and in exciting gospel songs. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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March arrived with Spring-
like weather and we relished 
the sunshine, although we 
knew there was snow still in 
the forecast. As we looked out 
our kitchen window at the 
snow covered mountains and 
the frozen waterfalls we were 
reminded of how the seasons of 
the year resemble the seasons 
of our lives.  

Just like the melting snow 
and thawing waterfalls, our lives 
have seasons where situations 
come and go; things don’t stay the 
same forever. What a valuable les-
son to understand when we are go-
ing thru illness, grief, despair or 
loneliness. Our Lord is with us and 
knows and understands the deepest 
things of our hearts and minds. He 
will turn one season into another if 
we allow Him.  

During the first week of March 
our students were on their outreach 
week. This was an opportunity for 
them to experience another minis-
try in Albania, being in a different 
town exploring and participating in 
what God is doing there.  

The students visited the city of 
Elbasan and served at the House of 
Hope, which is a Christian orphan-
age. Our students planned a variety 
of lessons, games and activities 
which were a blessing for these 
little ones.  

We were all very excited about 
the addition of Josiah John Gundy 
on February 27 to the Gundy family 
and our family of faith here in 
Erseke. He was born at St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Thessaloniki, Greece.  

As of this date (early March) we 
haven’t seen him yet because Eric 
and Kathy need to receive his pass-
port from the American consulate to 
re-enter Albania. We are praying this 
process will only take a couple of 
weeks, as we are all anxious to hold 
this precious child. Please pray for 
Eric and Kathy, Andrew and Abi as 
they rejoice over their new family 
member.  

On March 8, a day is set aside to 
honor women in Albania. It’s much 
like our Mother’s Day, although this 
day isn’t restricted to only mothers, 
but for all women.  

We celebrated this special day 
by presenting the Campus Crusade 
film, “Magdalena,” which tells 

women they are loved and 
valued by God as expressed 
through the eyes of Mary 
Magdalene.   
   We are continually re-
minded of your support as 
you pray for us, send us 
encouragements, provide 
for our needs and love us so 
lavishly.  
   We are thankful for you 
and for this season of our 
life here in Erseke. May 
God bless you . 

Spring in Albania &��&����
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�� Some popular American folk-
songs will also be included and sev-
eral of the singers will be featured in 
solos throughout the evening. Licia 
Clark and her colleagues from Peo-
ples School of Creative Arts will 
perform in a string ensemble.  

Tickets, which are $15 or $10 
for students and seniors, can be pur-
chased from singers prior to the con-
cert as well as at the door the night 
of the concert. For more information 
contact Julie at 432-2858. There will 
be a reception on the lawn following 
the concert. 

If you would like to enjoy inspir-
ing music heard through lush harmo-
nies, purity of tone, and sparkling 
rhythms, then come to “A Sym-
phony of Song” on May 3. 

������������	�
� will also 
perform in first service Sunday, 

(SYMPHONY:Continued from page 4) 

On Friday, May 8th in the Fel-
lowship Hall, the Chancel Choir 
will be sponsoring  “Awful Awak-
ening at Asphalto.” This melodrama 
is loosely based on the former as-
phalt mines between Fresno and 
Bakersfield and will be performed 
by the Golden Chain Theatre.  

Come and be prepared for a fun 
evening of live interactive drama 
and enjoy dessert served by the high 
school youth during the intermis-
sion.  

Tickets will be available begin-
ning April 19 between services. 
Cost for advance tickets is $15 for 
adults and $10 for children 12 and 
under. 

Tickets will also be available at 
the door for $20 for adults and $15 
for children 12 and under. Bring 
family and friends for a fun evening 
of fellowship and yummy desserts! 

Dessert Theatre is 
Back! 
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The deadline for the May Chal-

lenger is Friday, April 24 at 5 
p.m. It will be mailed out on May 
6. Please contact Daphne Saul, 
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net, or call 
her at 252-4064. You may also 
leave articles in the newsletter box 
in the church office. 

 
 The deadline for “A Place for 

You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or 
staff@fpcfresno.org and put Cheryl 
Eaker’s name in the subject box. 

�
����
���������� ��

"�'+�*�'���,+����� ����������	
���
� �
"�'+������"+��������
�� 
���
�	
�	�
��������
���	�����	 �
&����
��"���������'���� ��������� �
������&������� �����������	�
���	������
� �
*�+�,�����-+������� ��

������
�	�
�����	�	����� �
"�'+������#+�
����� ����
�����	
���
� �
"�'+�,�����#+�
'�
� �����
�	
���
� �
#���
����'�� ���������	�� ��������
� �
.�����,����
� ������
�!�
�����	������
� �
"�'+�.������-+������
� �
���
�	� ������� �
"�'+�-�
��,+�"������� ���
�����	
���
� �
�������#�
�� ���������"�	������
�#	�����$
�����

� �
"�'+�$+�#���� �
���
�	��	%����� �
/������0��1 ���������"�	������
�#	&	���
���	'��	(����	
	
�)��������	*
�
���+	

����
�	
�
�������#�������
����2� �����������	�
����
 �� 
���
������
�����������
3��
�����
��������4������5+�
�
6�)��������#���� ��
��
���������
�������
��
���
�������������

����������
���
��������
����� ���
������ �

���������� !����"#��$%�&$�
'�������������
����#()������*�'+'�**�
���+�,�+-�-��
�"./����+�,�+'��,�
�
���%�#����0�&����1%����2�

����������
��������
�

�����������	
����
����
���������	  

 !����"#$%$&'(��
����
�������
��������

�)
�������������
�
�����*��
+"&'����������

)���
����,�-.#$+%+$##  

WHOLE WOMAN WEEKEND  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength. Mark 12:30 
 
All women come together, invite friends, and experi-

ence a delightful conference. Enjoy worship, prayer, fellowship, fashion 
show, wonderful food, seminars, and our special speaker, Laura Robin-
son Harbert. 
 
When: Friday April 24 and Saturday April 25 
Where: First Presbyterian Church Fresno, 1540 M. Street 
Time: Friday 6:45 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Saturday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Cost: $15 - Includes lunch and registration fees 
For more information visit fpcfresno.org.�


