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First Pres Welcomes New Members

Tyler and Ryan and Jennifer
Christina Emily Hill
(Conrad) Dull Jennifer will
Davis Emily receive her
Tyler Dull origi- political sci-
Davis nally came ence degree
works in to First from Fresno
construc- Pres as a State in
tion man- Networker May. Poli-
agement in 2005. tics and cur-
as a drafts- She works rent events
man. He as a reser- are Jenni-

enjoys camping, climbing, snow- vations coordinator at Inspiration
boarding, computers, information Cruises and Tours, Inc. Reading,
technology, and architecture. Tyler spending time with family,

says, “Christ has blessed me with watching movies, and going to
Christina, and Jesus has beena  Disneyland or the beach are
light for me through my years at  Emily’s interestsShe is married
Calvin Crest.” Tyler is married to  to First Pres member Ryan Dull,
First Pres member Christina, the son of Ron and Sheree Dull.
daughter of Stuart and Marilyn

Conrad. Daniel
and

Ron and Chris
Leigh i Hill
Degiuli J Chris
Ronis a works as
CPA and an ar-
Leigh works mored
for human transport
resources. supervi-
Ron loves sor, while
cooking, Danielle
and fishing. isa
Both Ron teacher. Many at First Pres also

know Chris as one of our sound
technicians for our worship ser-
vices. Danielle helps with
AWANA and our preschoolers.
Both have been at First Pres for
five years. In their spare time,
Chris and Danielle also enjoy
golf and traveling.

and Leigh enjoying reading and
golf. They came to First Pres,
looking for a church home after
living in the Washington, D.C.
area. Ron is recently retired from
the federal governmenthey are
trusting God to direct them in job
searches here in Fresno.

fer's main interests. Jennifer came
to First Pres with her parents.
Later, she became a Networker.
The Networker experience caused
her to stay ever since.

Kazarian
family
|Kalem is

‘é’ building
" | contrac-
tor, spe-
cializing
~|in resi-
~ |dential
remodels,
while Jonelle is a home-schooling
mother. They felt led by God to
First Pres because of the teaching,
worship, fellowship, and service.
Jonelle and Kalem see God'’s
faithfulness in this step. Pictured
here are Kalem and Jonelle and
their three children, Peter, Frank,
and Judi. The family enjoys being
in a downtown church with an em-
phasis on missions.



More New Members Come To First Pres

Bethany
Rader
Bethany is
in charge of
student ac-
counts at
Fresno Pa-
cific Univer-
sity. She is a
life-long
friend of the
Roberts family. Bethany went to
church at times as a child. When
she moved here for college, she
came to First Pres because this
was where her family attended.
She stayed because of the teach-
ing. Bethany also enjoys theater
and photography. She says,
“Christ has given me the ability to
love theater and had graced me
with the opportunity to see Him
work through it.” She also loves
seeing the glorious world He made
through a lense.

Brian and
Rachel
Schultz
family
Brian is a
professor at
Fresno Pa-
cific Uni-
versity,
while Ra-
chelis a
self-employed mother of two chil-
dren. Their children, also pictured
here, are Shaya and Nadav. Brian
and Rachel enjoy missions, Bible
study, and teaching. They came to
First Pres because it was the clos-
est English-speaking church to
their house. Both would like to
bring the ancient biblical lan-
guages to all church members, in-
cluding children.

Anthony
Sidney,
Jr.
Anthony,
also called
Ald. isa
peer-
educator,
on-campus
supervisor,
sports
coach, and music assistant at
West Fresno Middle School. A.J.
was in the junior high choir di-
rected by Kathy Blumer when he
was younger. A.J. says, “l have a
hunger and thirst for God. | love
talking to people about God and |

David

and Gina

Swaim

David

works as

a building

contrac-

tor, while

Ginais a

home-

maker

and
mother. They have one son, Nolan,
and another child on the way, due
in June. Gina and David enjoy ski-
ing, fly-fishing, and restoration of
old homes. They were referred to
First Pres by friends.

want to get to a point where | caff
hear God’s voice. He has
changed my life.” A.J. says that
Steve Skibbie, his mentor, has
helped him to get to where he is
today.

Rachel
York
Rachel is
the daughter
of Marcie
and Ralph
York. She
served as a
Networker
at First Pres
in 2007. Ra-
chel attends
Fresno Pacific University, and
she will graduate in May with a
degree in history. Outdoor activi
ties, reading, working with flow-
ers, learning languages, cooking
and being with friends are Ra-
chel’s favorite past times.

Welcome!
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Session Notes
#

Accounting Results:

The following are the results f
March:

Spending as of 3/31/09 was 4
per cent below budget. Giving as gf
3/31/09 was 2.89 per cent above
budget. As of 3/31/09, cash avail
for operations is estimated at 3
months of budgeted spending.
Important Dates:

Plan to attend the Golden Cha|
Melodrama Theater on May 8, 20Q)9
in the Fellowship Hall. Profits will
benefit the choir. Pastor Prayer Pat-
ner’s breakfast meetings for 2009
will be held on May 16, Septembe
12, and December 5. A special cofp-
gregational meeting is scheduled
May 17, 2009, for the purpose of
confirming Skin Mead and Phil Rofs
as elders, Jim Dice as a member df
the nominating committee, and B
Parkman as a deacon. Filming for
the Hope Now Movie is scheduled
for May 25, 2009. A sign-up table
will be on the lawn for anyone wh
wants to volunteer to be a part of
ministry.




Summer at the Churchg

My kids are starting to get ex-

cited about the summer break, and
so am |. It gives me great pleasure”

to see that much of their anticipation
is based on all the activities that will
be going on at First Pres.

Contrary to some beliefs, our
church does not slow down along
with the schools. It is turning up the
heat! AWANA, children’s choirs

and regular Sunday schools might~
be enjoying a well deserved rest, but

a new force is moving in.

Year after year, First Pres hires
Networkers to plan, organize and
lead summer activities for our
youth. These Networkers are typi-
cally college students who are seek
ing to expand their spiritual horizon
through direct leadership interac-
tion. They are asked to live with a
family in our congregation for the
summer, which provides them a
way to observe how families inter-

act and experience “God” in their -

lives.

Each Networker is paired with
another to be in charge of a certain
group of kids. The goal is for our
youth to develop a close relation-
ship with their Networkers and to
spend time with peers during the

scheduled events. The Networkers

are instructed to provide friendship,

spiritual education and guidance. -

They are also required to work well
with staff members, fellow Net-
workers and groups of all ages
within the church.

My family was very fortunate to

host one of the Networkers last
summer. The kids adopted Robbie
as a big brother and they pray for
him often. The Networker pro-
gram has created many lasting re-
lationship and memories. Even an
occasional marriage between Net-
workers is not unheard of.
Networkers have many re-
sponsibilities, but there are also
ways you can help. For example:

Vacation Bible School— Vol-
unteer to be a teacher, shepherd
or snack organizer. Bring your
churched or un-churched kids,
grandkids, relatives or neighbors
to the event (and then volun-
teer).

Summer Camps at Calvin
Crest — This is a great way for
churched or un-churched kids to
be introduced to biblical con-
cepts along with a full week of
activities. Sign up your kids, pay
for your grandkids to go, tell
your relatives or neighbors
about it, or provide a scholar-
ships for families who cannot
afford to send their kids (Marcie -
York would be happy to guide

you).

Weekly Bible/Bubble Studies-
The Networkers will organize
weekly meetings to study a part
of the Bible. The meetings are
held at homes with a pool to in-
clude swimming. Offer your
home to be available for one or
more of these studies. Pray for
our youth.

One-on-Ones— The Networkers
are asked to take a small group
of kids on special outings (to see
a movie, to a ballgame, to lunch
etc.). Help! Do you have a wal-
let full of Starbucks gift cards,

movie-tickets, ball-game tickets
or other prepaid activities that you
would like to get rid of? Hand
them in to the church. The Net-
workers would love to make use
of them. Perhaps some of you
have Wild Water Adventures and
miniature golf tickets, connected
with the Grizzles Monday night
promotion, that you are not using
Consider donating them to the
Networkers.

Travel — Many of our past Net-
workers had never been to Cali-
fornia prior to their commitment
to First Pres. Some had never
seen the mountains or the ocean
before. On their days off, the Net-
workers like to explore. Do you
have a mountain cabin, beach-
house or some other fun place for
them to use once or twice during
the summer? Please contact Craig
Blodgett if you do. Furthermore,
do you have a vehicle that is not
used often during the summer?
Some Networkers fly into Fresno
and need a car for their stay.

Prayer — Most important of all,
please pray for the young leaders
and followers this summer. May
God provide safety and growth
for all of them.
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cules of monogamy no longer
have their maximum adhesive

There is a deep scar on my left gether when they are intimate. and pleasurable effect.
thumb, a reminder for life of a colli- this motivates a couple to remain | find that the world shouts to our
sion of an old Mercedes fan with 27- together for life in order to raise the young to know no bounds in their
year-old flesh. The fan shattered, andnext generation as a mated unit thatadolescence, to play the field, and try
the thumb wasn’'t much better. As | is stable and caring. These power- everything. This is a cruel misdirec-
watched the corpsman stitch me up I ful chemicals unite them in brain tion, for if our young follow this rec-
noted that | was glad that the shot of formation through neurons and syn- ipe in high school and college the
xylecane made the wound numb. apses as they hardwire their minds chances of commitment and lasting

He commented that my nerves to reinforce their physical and spiri- marriage being supported and under-
might be damaged, and the lack of tual union. girded by these wonderful molecules
feeling might remain, slowly healing However, there is danger here of monogamy will be reduced.
over the years, for the tearing of the because these chemicals aadue Instead of promiscuity increasing
flesh had been traumatic. After neutral— they will bond with-sex happiness and joy (as the world
twenty-three years the thumb still even if the relationship isn't com- whispers), it massively reduces these
tingles and lacks sensitivity. That mitted, loving, or caring. And when for the future lasting love our young
corpsman knew his stuff. this kind of temporary relationship are designed for by our Father. Yet

Little did |1 know that he was and its affection end there is trauma again we find ourselves in a war with
preaching in a sentence the noveland scar tissue. culture that uses outright ignorance
thesis of a book that has many of our....Damage is done to the brain and lies as tools to scar the future of
church staff commenting and in- centers that allow intimacy and pro- love for our precious next generation.
trigued! Dr. Chris Rosik has given to mote commitment. The! authors Next time some young people
our Youth Staff a remarkable book, state that repeated often enough thewant to sow their wild oats ask them
“Hooked, New Science on How Cas- effect is like scotch tape that has if they desire to have a dull love life
ual Sex is Affecting Our Children” been repeatedly stuck to our skin in their 20's and 30’s. That should
by Dr. Bush and Dr. Mcllhaney. and then torn off. It slowly loses its ' start a fascinating conversation!

I highly recommend 'this book to adhesive ability. Its stick is gone. Those who have suffered signifi-
our church family. The prime thesis Brain scans show the areas thatcant damage to their ability to con-
is simple: we were designed for mo- used to light up with vasopressin nect due to promiscuity can find
nogamy, and the brain scans of PET and oxytocin_now dulled and less hope in Christ. | have seen numerous
and MRI machines prove it. responsive. The connections andindividuals undergo a heart trans-

The Lord Christ describes a theo- our ability to be connected to an- plant of sorts in the gift of the Holy
logical tenet that is repeated often in other start withering. Spirit’s transformation after conver-
the Bible—avoid fornication (sex Mcllhaney and Bush operate a<sion and therapy with experienced
before marriage) and adultery. We clinic that has employed education ministries such as New Creations
are yoked to the one we are intimate to discourage premarital pregnancy here in Fresno. Christ can lead us to
with, and God sees the bond as per-and STD’s. Now they add a third new chapters that reduce the old
manent and spiritual. He makes this warning to young and uncommitted scars of poor choices.
physical bond pleasurable in order to people playing the hook-up game, a I will be preaching on this theme
promote longevity of commitment. form of proverbial brain damage soon so that we will engage our

Now it appears that science is that can lessen satisfaction andgrowing young with truth as we have
beginning to catch up with this bril- pleasure in commitment. the opportunity in conversation. 3400
liant law of love. Bush and Mcll- They describe how their pa- years ago Moses told his people to
haney scanned the brains of thosetients sadly remark that after a wild avoid this kind of behavior, and now
who had been promiscuous and dis-and many-partnered youth they science is catching up to just why we
covered that their ability to bond now have a terribly tough time have taught this for generations.

emotionally had been scarred, madefinding intimacy with their perma- Our brains are designed to rein-
less sensitive by their behavior. nent spouse. force monogamy with good pleasure
They describe how oxytocin in These physicians and research-and thus help encourage moms and

women and vasopressin in men areers suspect that scar tissue has credads to stay together and create sta-
the chemicals that bond a couple to- ated this dulling effect. The mole- ble homes for our young.



Semester's Endk & * ! +
Our semester ended on Friday, they would choose paths that en- and are blessed by

March 27 with a lovely dinner for rich their lives and continue to the power of the
the students, staff and others who bring them closer to the Lord. Lord in their lives.

have helped make this a fruitful As we prepare to leave Erseke Also, the summer camps are
time. We are thankful to the Lord for and Udhekryq, the ministry team is right around the corner and we pray
His faithfulness to us and the ways gearing up for the many confer- that God’s word might enter these
He worked in everyone’s life. Please ences and camps that will be held children’s hearts in a transforming
pray for these students as they returnhere in this same facility. One con- way so that “Shine, Jesus Shine”
to their homes, jobs, and schools thatference that we’d like you to pray might not be just a song, but a true

for is the Men’s Conference to be description of their lives.
held in early May. This conference We are continually grateful for
is using the bookWild at Heart your partnership with us and look

that has been translated forward to seeing you while

into Albanian. we’re in the States. You are

The last Men’s con- the ones that make it all

Dear First Pres Friends, ference, held a few possible ar_ld keep us sur-

years ago, brought rounded with prayer. We

What a wonderfully encouragy close to 100 Albanian couldn't be here without

L . men together. We pray many your support and care. May
ing time, Sunday April 26, was fo more men come for the teaching God richly bless you.

the Reeves family to be so warmly
recognized at both services book}
ending a reception on the patio! Deacon’s Cornerg "
We all were so grateful! Arguably
First Pres has been the single
greatest influence in each of our
lives. We all have cherished beir]g|
in ministry alongside so many in-
credible men and women of God.
When gratitude to our God
overflows into love - yes, real
Agape love - we get a taste of
heaven. Thank you for the Agaps

Ralph Glaspey, a member of married and moved to Fresno |in
First Pres since 1948, was born in 1947 and began a family that ip-
Weyborn, Saskatchewan, Canadacludes sons Ronald and Rodger|of
in 1919. He had four brothers and Fresno, and daughters Linda of Fl¢r-
one sister. After attending a rural ida and Judy of Pennsylvania. Roger
one- room school on the northern has ten grandchildren and one grdat-
plains Ralph completed grades 9 grandchild.
thru 11 by correspondence and Ralph and his brother Douglas
then attended Weyborn High Glaspey operated a garden and Igwn

1174

. School to graduate supply business)
love that abounds in so many of you ¢, grade 12. which included
and for the generosity of that love He was invited Christmas trees, b
to so many people throughout thg | {5 jive in Los An- the name of G.S
world. First Pres remains a sourge geles with a wid- Douglas.
of refuge, valuing, growth, joy, andf owed aunt who Ralph has gone oh
ministry for thousands. May His | | |ived within walk- local fishing trips as
grace and mercy continue to em-| | ing distance of the well as to far off
brace First Pres forever and for- | | famous evangelical places such as Alaskf,
ever. Church of the Open Chile and Russia. Thp
With great respect and deep Door. Ralph joined family has enjoyed

appreciation, the U.S. Army in 1942 where a visiting Saskatchewan and campipg

buddy arranged a blind date for in the mountains around Fresno.

Betsy and Sam Reeves him with Imogene Donaldson. Currently, Ralph has been rg-
Liz and Scott Hulme During their courtship, Ralph reading the entire Bible. His favorife
David Hulme and Betsy Hulmg| and Imogene attended services atBible verse is John 3:16. He is |n
Annesley Reeves MacFarlang | the Hollywood First Presbyterian good health and is able to attepd
Sandy Reeves Spears Church, during the pastorate of the church regularly. His sister also livgs
Virginia Reeves Apple Rev. Louis Evans, Sr. They were in Fresno.




The deadline for the June Chal-
lenger is Friday, May 22 at 5 p.m.
It will be mailed out on June 3.
Please contact Daphne Saul, dap
ne4926@sbcglobal.neidr call her
at 252-4064. You may also leave
articles in the newsletter box in th¢
church office.

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.or@nd put Cheryl
Eaker’s name in the subject box.
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Choir Fonmd Raisers
The Chancel Choir is raising funds for their 2010dpean Choir Tour
and Mission Trip. Here is how you can help:

The First Pres Cookbook, “Feeding
the Flock”

will be available in the Bulletin, the Nar-

returned in the offering plate, by regular
mail, or in person to the church office.
Cards are due hylay 15.

Golden Chain Theatre, 19th Cen-
tury Historic and Melodramatic

Theatre

OnMay 8 at 6:30 p.m.in the fellowship
Hall, the Chancel Choir will be sponsoring
a presentation of "Awful Awakening at As-
phalto." This melodrama is loosely based
on the former asphalt mines between
Fresno and Bakersfield and will be performed by@Goéden Chain
Theatre. Come and be prepared for a fun evenitigeointeractive
drama and enjoy dessert during the intermissiont iMay also ask a
choir member for tickets. Cost for advance ticket$15 for adults and
$10 for children 12 and under. Tickets will alsoawailable at the door
for $20 for adults and $15 for children 12 and unde
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Please submit your favorite, mouth-watering
recipes on the cards provided. Recipe cards

thex, and the Kiosk. Completed cards can be



