
started playing first. Later, Audrey 
and Cherry enjoyed ringing hand-
bells as a special mother/daughter 
activity. They attended many hand-
bell conferences together. 

At one conference, Audrey saw 
solo handbell ringers, and decided 
to try this. With the help of Carol 
Dice, she began to ring alone. Her 
first solo piece was “Away in a 
Manger.” She continued her solo 
ringing career when she moved to 
Utah, and then again back in Fresno.  

Cherry says that over the years, 
she and her mom enjoyed going to 
English Handbell conventions to-
gether. In one of the last conven-
tions they attended, Cherry, Audrey, 
and Dean Lloyd all played in an ad-
vanced group. 

Cherry’s specialty is the higher 
bells. She likes to have lots to do, 
and may often be found holding 
four bells at a time, two in each 
hand. This is a technique called 
“four-in-hand.” A ringer doesn’t 
keep the same bells in each hand all 
the time. All the bells are arranged 
carefully on the table so she can 
rapidly pick them up at the right 
time. 

Cherry’s daughter, Emily, 
joined her grandmother and mother 
right after Christmas last year. Al-
though new to hand bell ringing, 
Emily has thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. Audrey would like to 
keep playing handbells as long as 
possible, and Cherry also plans to 
continue. 

Others who wish to join the Joy-
ful Ringers may contact Carol Dice. 
Mothers, daughters, and anyone else 
are welcome to come and ring bells.  
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Here at First Pres, many mem-
bers love to praise the Lord with 
their musical talents. One of the 
most unique groups is our handbell 
choir, the Joyful Ringers. This choir 
follows an age-old tradition of ring-
ing English handbells during our 
worship services.  

Have you ever wondered about 
the origins of English handbells? 
Scholars tell us that the Latin word 
“cymbal” in the Psalms is more cor-
rectly translated as “bells.” For ex-
ample, Psalm 150:5 could be trans-
lated, “Praise Him upon the big 
bells. Praise Him upon the well-
tuned bells.” 

At first, no instruments were 
used in the church. Singers chanted 
psalms in a very simple way.  Later, 
stringed instruments, wind instru-
ments, and bells, were added. Ini-
tially, bell ringing was more ran-

dom. But eventually, churches 
added whole towers full of huge 
bells. The bells were tuned to pro-
duce lovely melodies ringing out 
over the towns. 

These tower bells were very 
difficult to play, however. Smaller 
versions of the tower bells were 
developed, so that the ringers 
could practice their art in their 
own homes, instead of running 
around a drafty bell tower. These 
smaller bells were the forerunners 
of English handbells such as those 
played by our own group, the Joy-
ful Ringers. 

This year, the Joyful Ringers 
featured three generations of hand-
bell ringers! Audrey Deal and her 
daughter, Cherry Verwey, have 
been playing handbells since the 
1970’s.  

Audrey says that Cherry 
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The Deacons’ Board of First 
Presbyterian Church is developing 
a five-year plan to strengthen and 
streamline our services and brain-
storm in order to find creative 
ways of providing these services. 
Volunteers to help the Deacons are 
recruited through the Harvest of 
Helpers.  

Love I.N.C. (In The Name of 
Christ) is one such service that in-
volves a number of local churches. 
Love I.N.C.  helps with minor 
household repairs, transportation 
and various other needs.  

Consider that all of us, at some 
time or other, will have such 
needs. Sometimes caring service is 
not conven- ient. 

But, it 
can be a two-way blessing! You 
should try it.  

Hebrews 12:28 states 
“Therefore, since we receive a 
kingdom which cannot be shaken, 
let us show gratitude by which we 
may offer an acceptable service 
with reverence and awe.”  Romans 
12:13 tells us “When God’s chil-
dren are in need you be the one to 
help them out.” Perhaps God is 
calling you to help with Love 
I.N.C. Please pray that you may 
fulfill these instructions. 

Who Will Rescue the  
Children? &��)�������*����

Mission: Possible 
Address Change 
The address for Mission: Possi-
ble donations has changed, as 
Generation Homes' headquarters 
has moved.  The new address is 
as follows:  
Generation Homes 
75 Park Creek Drive, Suite 104 
Clovis, CA  93611 

Who will rescue the children? 
That is what the Craycroft Youth 
Center asks each of us. The Cray-
croft Center is part of the Fresno 
Rescue Mission and is a thirty day 
emergency shelter for children 
who have been abandoned, 
abused, and neglected.  

While we may not all be able 
to rescue these children ourselves, 
we can provide some very basic 
necessities to the Center.  

The Orphan Care Ministry 
Team at First Pres is holding a 
Sock Drive for those children. 
Socks are a specific request of 
Craycroft's. Each child receives 
four pairs of socks upon arrival.   

We need new 

socks from size 0-18 years old. 
We will have a bin at the back of 
the church in the Narthex every 
Sunday for the next three weeks.  

Our Sock Drive will con-
clude on  August 17. Please help 
these children stay healthy and 
clothed by donating a simple 
pleasure of ours. Thank you in 
advance. 

What’s 
Your 
Story? 

Would 
you like to 
share your 
faith with 
fellow members at First Pres? 
Have you ever considered writ-
ing down a short testimony to 
share with others? Your story of 
how you met the Lord or what 
God has been doing in your life 
might help others in our congre-
gation.  

If you have a story you 
would like to share, please con-
tact Daphne Saul,  252-4064, or 
daphne4926@sbcglobal.net, and 
she will help you write it up for 
a future edition of the Chal-
lenger. 
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The Choirs Speak �
Our Chancel Choir sings on 

Sunday mornings at the 8:30 a.m. 
Heritage Service. They  encourage 
our whole congregation on Christ-
mas Eve. And they are an impor-
tant part of our Easter Sunday ser-
vices. From time to time, they also 
sing in the 11:00 a.m. contempo-
rary services. It would be hard to 
imagine being without them.  

The following poem was re-
printed and altered with permis-
sion from NACM (National Asso-
ciation of Church Musicians), Vol-
ume 59, issue 1. 
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��� � ave you ever thought how 

strange it would be 
If you were to enter the sanctuary 
In the customary way, 
On Sunday morning to worship 

the Lord, 
Prepared to hear His blessed Word 
On this, His holy day, 
 
��� � o hear no organ’s soft prelude 
That serves so well to set the 

mood 
And open our hearts to Him; 
To see the chancel dark and bare, 
No red-robed choir singing there, 
No anthems, not even a hymn? 
 
��� � es, without music our service 

would seem 
To lack accompaniment to its 

theme, 
Its beauty unemphasized; 
But, supplemented by organ and 

choirs, 
It reaches out, uplifts, inspires, 
Its full meaning realized. 
 



 
 o we in the choir sincerely feel 
That our contribution is something 

real, 

A small but important part; 
We believe that in our musical 

way, 
We help the minister convey 
A message to every heart. 
 
��� � nd there must be many more of 

you 
Who would like to share this 

privilege too. 
To all those we say: 
This is no time to hesitate, 
Don’t say, “I’d like to, but I’ll 

wait!” 
Just come on in today. 
 
��� � nd don’t say you’re too busy.  

Can’t you see 
That as long as you live, there 

never will be 
The idle time you seek? 
And in the members’ estimation 
Choir is an hour of relaxation 
In an otherwise busy week. 
 

���� f we sound dull, you’ll change 
your mind, 

Just drop around Sunday and 
you’ll find 

Plenty of hilarity. 
We work hard, that’s very true, 
But a rehearsal without a laugh or 

two 
Is really a rarity 
 



 
 o if you have the inclination 
Consider this your invitation, 
Come in with us and sing! 
And if you think you can persuade 
A friend to come, but you need 

aid, 
Just call on Dr. Carter. 
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Dear Praying Friends &��(���������� �
Last month the Challenger re-

ported on work begun by our Al-
banian Team—John and Margie 
Washburn, Tom Parsons, Dean 
Lloyd, and John Slaughter. The 
following report tells the the rest 
of their story. 

    There are no readi-mix 
trucks in Erseke.  Following a 
whole day of mixing concrete and 
carrying it upstairs in buckets, we 
decided there must be a better 
way--to save our backs and still 
get the cement upstairs!   

A pulley system was creatively 
designed and the next morning, the 
cement was carried up by lever-
aged ropes, rather than brute lift-
ing.  (We borrowed r o p e s 
and pul-

l e ys 
from the 

ropes course at camp!)  
Our Albanian co-workers liked 

our system and used it when we 
were away in the afternoon.  I ex-
pect the pulley system will come 
out again the next time they pour 
cement upstairs.  

The next job was to remove 
the forms and clean up the area 
that will become offices and a 
large recreation room.  We have 
some great pictures that document 
this entire process of demolition 
and then pouring the frames for 
the new dormers windows. 

On our last day we built a 
new horseshoes pit for the camp-
ers, and especially for Bob Os-
borne, the Bible School house-
parent from here in Fresno.  Bob 
and his Albanian friend, Zhazhi, 
who worked with us, are avid 
horseshoes players.  

We anchored the stakes in 
large limestone blocks set in the 
ground so they would not easily 
be removed or stolen. Dean 
Lloyd surprised us all by throw-
ing a "ringer" on the first pitch 
on the new course!  

    What a g r e a t 
t e am t h i s 

h a s 

been.  With the 
Spirit's help,  our 

Mission Di rector ,  Terry 
Jaurena's, excellent coaching in 
advance, and plenty of experi-
ence in life and ministry (we are 
all over 50!) we were able to 
jump in quickly to tackle the 
tasks assigned with enthusiasm, 
flexibility, and sensitivity to the 
culture and preferences of our 
Albanian brothers and sisters. 

Everyone worked hard, even 
when we were tired and muscles 
ached, reaching out in friendship 
to our co-workers and the chil-
dren who came to the House of 
Hope where we lived.  In addi-
tion each one shared unique gifts 

and talents.  
Marjie Washburn completely 

organized a large storage area full 
of camping gear and donated 
clothing (sleeping bags, blankets, 
tents, etc.) and helped our hostess 
Ruthie Stoscher make fresh cherry 
jam and Berek, an Albanian spe-
cial pastry dish. 

John Washburn is a language 
enthusiast and an excellent cook, 
creating several delicious break-
fasts.   

Dean Lloyd, a skilled car-
penter, con-

tributed great 
ideas to the construction 

and delighted us with his music 
along the way.  

John Slaughter worked with 
the missionaries and an agricul-
tural specialist to improve their 
fruit-growing skills and make 
plans for agricultural development 
in the area.  I gave the message at 
Sunday worship from our studies 
in Ephesians, which was translated 
into Albanian. 

While in Erseke we visited 
the new Wilderness Camp prop-
erty in the mountains which is be-
ing developed for more primi-
tive camping. Three of the 
ten youth camps scheduled this 
summer will be located there. We 
were excited to hear that registra-
tions for all camps are nearly 

(Continued on page 5) 



�����
������� �������

full, and they are planning to ex-
pand the program next year.   

Missionaries Mark Stoscher 
and Eric Gundy anticipate 
t h a t  o v e r  a  t h o u s a n d 
youth will participate in a one-
week camp program this 
year.  Each camp includes vigor-
ous outdoor activities such as 
swimming, canoeing, hiking, 
rock climbing, the ropes course 
and climbing wall, and rafting.  

The camp also features various 
craft projects and music, combined 
with helping students discover 
God's love through living in Chris-
tian community with daily Bible 
lessons and Christian witness.   

We noted the similarity to our 
Calvin Crest Camps for youth here 
in the San Joaquin Valley, and the 
wonderful impact of these pro-
grams on young lives. The stu-
dents come from churches and 
communities all over Albania.  It 
is one of the finest programs for 
youth in the country.  

The building we worked on 
houses and feeds most of the 
campers during the summer pro-
gram and  the  Udhecryq 
Torchbearers Bible and Chris-
tian Ministry School during the 
fall and winter.  

Some of you will be interested 
to know that we visited Ian and 
Caralee Loring in nearby Korce, 
where they are leading the devel-
opment of a vigorous evangelical 
church that is reaching out to all 
levels of the community through 
youth ministries, a health clinic, 
physical therapy, classes for physi-
cally handicapped children, a 
meals-on-wheels-type food pro-

Praying Friends: 
(Continued from page 4) 

gram and a Safe House for 
abused children.  

We saw their preparations for 
a Vacation Bible Camp program 
on a "Cowboys" ("Kaubojsat", in 
Albanian) theme, complete with 

ten-gallon hats, bales of straw, a 
home-made steer head for rop-
ing, and lots of spurs and lassoes.  

We enjoyed meeting Ian and 
Caralee’s four-month-old son, 

David, as well as their other active 
and bright children, Ashley and 
Isaac. 

We are very grateful to our 
hosts in Erseke, Mark and Ruthie 
Stoscher and their four children, 
who welcomed us into their home 
as guests, fed us so well, and 
shared their computer to help us 
keep in touch by internet. (Yes, we 
knew each day how Fresno State 
was progressing in the College 
Baseball World Series!) Our hosts 
also encouraged us to share in 
their ministry to the neighborhood 
children each day. Eric and Kathy 
Gundy and all the Albanian lead-
ership team gave so thoughtfully 
to make our stay very pleasant.  

We are very thankful for your 
interest, support and prayers for us 
and the mission to youth and 
adults in Erseke. We felt the 
Spirit 's upholding presence 
throughout the trip and were con-
tinually aware of the prayers of so 
many.  

Some of you might like to con-
sider joining a future short-term 
mission team to Albania or some 
other mission project where you 
can experience first-hand being 
part of the remarkable ways peo-
ple are being loved and served for 
Christ and His Kingdom is being 
advanced around the globe. 
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The deadline for the September 

Challenger is Friday, August 22 
at 5 p.m. It will be mailed out on 
September 3. Please submit articles 
to newsletter box in church office. 
Or, contact Daphne Saul, 252-4064, 
or daphne4926@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 The deadline for “A Place for 

You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or 
staff@fpcfresno.org and put Cheryl 
Eaker’s name in the subject box. 
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Not On The List Yet? 
If you would like to receive monthly 
copies of the Challenger, please con-
tact the church office at 485-6460 
and speak to Cheryl Eaker. You may 
choose to receive this newsletter by 
e-mail, online, or by US mail. Please 
tell Cheryl which you prefer, and she 
will be happy to help you. 
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