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SHARING GOD’S LOVE THROUGH BIRTHING A NEW 
CHURCH by Tom Parsons  

On a recent Sunday afternoon 
sounds of joyful praise rose from the 
all-purpose room at Lone Star School 
at Fowler and Jensen in southeast 
Fresno. The music coming from Rich 
Latta’s guitar, Paco Lizarde’s key-
board, Andy Garcia’s bongos and 
tambourine, and Frank Pinon’s 
drums, enlivened by the Holy Spirit, 
lifted the hearts of the wor-
shippers in songs of faith and 
love toward Jesus and the 
God of all creation.  

The occasion was a 
preparation service of Life-
Spring Community Church, 
the new congregation being 
birthed by members of First 
Pres and other Presbyterians 
in the Fresno area. Later Pas-
tor Rich shared a thoughtful 
and encouraging message 
from Scripture about God’s 
Father love toward all who 
turn to him in faith. The 
sense of joy among the gathered con-
gregation witnessed that God was 
present and is creating a fresh and 
beautiful new community of faith. 

 “LifeSpring exists to help people 
know and become like Jesus in a dy-
namic Christian community where 
they can connect—with God, with 
one another, and with opportunities to 
make a difference in our changing 
world,” says Pastor Rich Latta. “Jesus 
says, ‘…whoever drinks the water I 
give will never thirst. Indeed, the wa-
ter I give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal 
life’” (John 4:13,14). 

Because Jesus’ love bridges cul-
tural differences and fosters unity in 
Christ and because its mission field is 
home to people of many backgrounds, 

LifeSpring is intentionally multi-
cultural and multi-generational. The 
core Outreach Team unites Anglos 
and Hispanics in a common mis-
sion.  

So why start a new church when 
there are already over 500 in the 
Fresno area? Why not instead invite 
new folks to existing churches? In 

the book of Acts the apostles fo-
cused their vision and energies on 
preaching the Gospel and forming 
new congregations wherever they 
could. New believers were wel-
comed into fellowships close to 
them in culture and location. Paul’s 
passion was to preach and create 
new congregations in every major 
city of the Roman world. 

Second, practical experience 
makes clear that new churches more 
easily reach younger people in ris-
ing new generations, new residents 
in a neighborhood, and new social 
and cultural groups. Dozens of re-
cent studies confirm that the aver-
age new church gains most of its 
new members (60 to 80 percent) 
from people who are not attending 

any worshipping body, while 
churches over 15-20 years of age gain 
80 to 90 percent of new members by 
transfer from other congregations.  

This means the average new con-
gregation will bring six to eight times 
more new people into the life of the 
Body of Christ than an older congre-
gation of the same size (Tim Keller, 

Handbook for Church Plant-
ing). So LifeSpring is targeted 
to reach out especially to folks 
in the new neighborhoods in the 
Southeast Growth Area which is 
anticipated to have 60,000 new 
residents in ten years 
     LifeSpring is planning to 
launch regular weekly services 
on Sunday, October 7, at 6:00 
p.m. The Outreach Team is be-
ing enlarged to provide a core 
group giving leadership to the 
ministries for children and 
youth, for families and for ser-
vice to people in the commu-

nity. neighborhood block parties are 
being planned to foster community 
and bring connections that will open 
doors for inviting children and adults 
into the LifeSpring family. 

But there are some vital pieces 
yet to be filled in! Could God be tap-
ping you on the shoulder to take part 
in this mission work right in your 
own back yard? Those who join the 
Outreach Team will receive training 
in the scriptural vision and goals for 
birthing a new church along with 
practical skills for serving Christ to-
gether and sharing His love in deeds 
and words.  

What an opportunity for growing 
and stretching your life in Christ! It’s 
a chance to see the Holy Spirit bring-

(Continued on page 2) 
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First Pres Welcomes New Members ing new people to know the love of 
God in Jesus and the wonderful new 
life He offers! 

Here are some of the opportuni-
ties: children’s ministry, childcare, 
musicians, youth mentors, newsletter 
helpers, cookie bakers, friendly greet-
ers, set-up crew, prayer ministers, 
computer folks and web design, and 
prayer partners.   

Whatever your gift, there is a 
place for you in LifeSpring’s minis-
try. We’d love to have you participate 
in LifeSpring in any way the Lord 
may be leading you. 

Pastor Tom Parsons is working as 
coordinator of the Outreach Team. He   
would be glad to answer any ques-
tions and tell you about our upcoming 
orientation and training meetings.  
You may contact him at his phone 
number, 908-0117, or at par-
sons.tom@sbcglobal.net.  

All who would like to become 
LifeSpring Prayer Partners may con-
tact Tom at this address and will re-
ceive regular updates of prayer con-
cerns for the mission. Prayer is at the 
center of growing a new church, as 
we seek the Lord together, listen for 
His direction and draw on His 
strength along the way. 

The birth of a new baby is an ex-
pensive undertaking. A new church’s 
birth is no different. There are many 
special needs and expenses in prepar-
ing to launch a new congregation. 
Should you wish to help by giving 
financially, checks may be made pay-
able to First Presbyterian Church and 
sent or placed in the offering marked 

LifeSpring:  (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Ginny and Lance Backowski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance is a financial advisor at 
Morgan Stanley. Ginny a full-time 
mother to their son Cal, is also a part-
time clothing representative for an 
Los Angeles-based designer. They 
enjoy golf, travel, reading, exercise, 
and baking. Ginny and Lance were 
married here a few years ago, and 
Ginny’s parents, Bill and Nancy Leo-
nard, also attend here. 

Jen and Matt House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While Jen is a full-time Mom for 
their two children, Zoe and Macy, 
Matt works as a psychiatrist. They 
enjoy snow skiing and gardening. 
Matt and Jen received many invita-
tions to come to First Pres and were 
looking for a home church. 

Cathy and Phil Ross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phil is a hydro-geologist for 
Geomatrix, while Cathy is currently 
working for Trinity Presbyterian. 
Phil enjoys skiing while Cathy loves 
to cook. Both like to travel. They 
came to First Pres because of the 
Christmas program, biblical teach-
ing, and commitment to the Word. 
Cathy and Phil have two grown 
children. Stacy just received her 
master’s degree from ASU. Christo-
pher is a teacher and coach in 
Madera, and recently married Teri, 
a school psychologist in Chow-
chilla. As Cathy and Phil enter a 
new season of life, they are excited 
to see what the Lord has planned for 
them to do. 
 

First Pres would like to wel-
come all of our new members into 
our church. Here are three new 
couples from our recent member-
ship class. Look to see what these 
wonderful people are doing, and 
look for their faces on Sunday 
mornings to welcome them. Other 
pictures and biographies will ap-
pear in future newsletters. 

About two years ago Pastor Rich 
Latta met with our Mission Ministry 
Team. He shared his heart’s desire to 
start a church that would appeal to 
different ethnic groups in southeast 
Fresno, an area that is expected to 
grow rapidly in population during the 
next decade and beyond. 

Later the thought occurred to me 

that my wife Jan and I know a fam-
ily from this area quite well. Pam 
Milhorn, Jan and I are mentoring 
three nine-year old kids from this 
family, who have a parent in prison.  

We meet with them weekly and 
we share our faith as best as we can. 
We pray and know that one day 
they will all give their lives to 

LIFESPRING TOUCHES LOCAL CHILDREN by Phil Crantz  

Christ.  
With that in mind, they will need 

to find a church in their area where 
they can feel at home. There are 
seven siblings and cousins living in 
their home with guardians that hap-
pen to be their grandparents.  

We pray that some day, this entire 
(Continued on page 3) 
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clan will give their hearts to Christ 
and then be searching for a church in 
their area to join.  

We started to attend the bi-
monthly worship services at Life-
spring with our three children men-
tees. At first, they sat through the 
whole service and weren’t too thrilled 
to listen to a sermon that in most part 
they did not understand.  

Then Colleen Latta started a Sun-
day School time so the kids could 
leave the service after the singing and 
before the sermon. There they could 
hear a lesson about Jesus at their own 
level. 

This worked great! After return-
ing to their home following a recent 
service, one child rushed into their 
home and told her siblings, “You 
guys gotta come to church with 
us!”  (Of course these young kids 
load themselves up with goodies be-
fore we take them home. So they 
get good physical, as well as spiritual, 
food!)  

Our mentees are now asking if 
their friends can also join in, so we do 
our best to accommodate as many as 
we can with one van and one automo-
bile.  

 I believe that young children 
who give their lives to the Lord can 
bear witness of their love for the Lord 
that touches the hearts and lives of the 
entire family. I also believe that Life-
spring church will become a real 

Children: (Continued from page 2) in junior high. Fresno Christian does an 
excellent job in academic preparation, 
service for Jesus Christ through Bibli-
cal foundation, and character develop-
ment. It is comforting to be in a school 
that combines strong Christian faith 
with academic training. The Bible in-
struction is an integral part of the cur-
riculum. Worship through prayer and 
praise, Bible study, and time for shar-
ing is a daily routine. The extra cur-
ricular activities like the sports pro-
grams and field trips are well organized 
and have benefited our children. We 
believe FCS is a special place!  
 
Joy and Chris Rosik 

 We believe that in the long run 
what matters most for success in life is 
a child’s moral and emotional develop-
ment. Thus, the primary reason Joy and 
I decided to send our girls to Fresno 
Christian School was the reassurance 
that our faith and values would be 
overtly reinforced in the class instruc-
tion and by the role modeling of the 
teachers. Class size is relatively small 
and the students actually get to sing 
about Jesus at Christmas. We also ap-
preciate the high degree of parental 
involvement and the friendships our 
girls develop with other Christian chil-
dren in their peer group.  
 
Liz and Scott Hulme 

We have sent all three of our chil-
dren at various times in their elemen-
tary education to Fresno Christian 

(Continued on page 5) 

Fresno Christian Schools offers a 
fully accredited education for stu-
dents in grades K-12, and encourages 
parents from our church to consider 
an education based on a biblical foun-
dation for their children. Its cutting-
edge curriculum is aligned with Cali-
fornia’s instructional standards, and 
is unique in Christian education. The 
elementary program includes all sub-
jects taught from a biblical perspec-
tive with an emphasis in higher level 
thinking.  

In addition to regular subjects the 
elementary co-curricular program 
includes Spanish, music, computer, 
art, sports, and electives for fifth and 
sixth graders. The secondary students 
are thoroughly prepared for a college 
or university experience through a 
comprehensive program of rigorous 
academics, and opportunities to par-
ticipate in the fine arts and athletics. 
All classes are taught by state creden-
tialed teachers, many holding mas-
ter’s degrees. 

Following are some personal sto-
ries from First Pres members about 
Fresno Christian. 
 
Julie and Michael Carter 

Our two boys have attended 
Fresno Christian Schools since kin-
dergarten. Sean is now in eighth 
grade and Joshua in fourth. We feel 
strongly that FCS provides a wonder-
ful Christian environment in which 
our children can learn biblical truths 
and a strong academic curriculum. 
This setting allows our children to 
grow and develop as Christians so 
that the roots of their faith can grow 
deep. There is an intent to uphold 
Christian values and morals both in-
side and outside the classroom which 
helps to generate those characteristics 
in children. We love the fact that each 
week beginning in kindergarten and 
continuing through the years, the 
children memorize scripture.   
 
Carolyn and David Johnson 

Our two children went through 
elementary and we have our daughter 

An Excellent Opportunity “Attention: Terry Jaurena, Missions 
Director.” 

Those of us participating in this 
exciting and challenging venture are 
discovering that the Spirit who 
birthed the vision for LifeSpring is 
shepherding the growth process at 
each turn. As this new community is 
created we anticipate seeing God’s 
special touch of love coming to many 
children and adults in southeast 
Fresno. 

For a personal testimony about 
LifeSpring church, please see Phil 
Crantz’ related article on page 2. 

LifeSpring: (Continued from page 2) 
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Reflections On The Middle East by Elliot Haught 

Recently, eighteen of my fellow 
students, a professor of New Testa-
ment from Westmont College and I 
spent a month living and studying in 
the Middle East. With only backpacks, 
Bibles, journals, a few changes of 
clothes, and hungry hearts and minds 

to our names, our travels took us 
through five different countries – Jor-
dan, Israel/Palestine, Syria, Turkey, 
and Cyprus.  

In these countries, we did every-
thing from sticking our feet in the 
murky waters of the Jordan River to 
eating fresh pitas and fruit from open-
air markets in Amman. We floated on 
the salty surface of the Dead Sea, 
watched devout Jews rock back and 
forth as they prayed their daily prayers 
at the Western Wall, and sat down to 
tea with friendly Arab shopkeepers. 
We met with the Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem, hiked through the fields in the 
Galilee where Jesus once walked and 
spent nights in both the homes of Pal-
estinian Christian families outside of 
Bethlehem and the tents of Bedouin 
shepherds in the dessert of Syria.  

And while the actual academic 
purpose of the trip was to study both 
the history of the first century and the 
current conflict between Israel and the 
Palestinians, it ended up being a wild 
adventure where eyes were opened, 
hearts were expanded, and God 
worked in mysterious ways. 

In this brief space, I would like to 
offer you hope for the current conflict 
between Israel and the Palestinians that 

is spilling senseless blood upon the 
soil of this the beautiful yet sad part 
of our world. Life in the Middle East 
changed drastically after the creation 
of the state of Israel in 1948, which 
displaced more than 750,000 Arabs 
and destroyed more than 350 Arab 
villages, according to United Nations 
estimates. Tension between Israel 
and the Palestinians has been high 
since that monumental day and has 
peaked during specific moments in 
history, such as “The Six-Day 
War” (1967), “The First Inti-
fada” (1987-1993), “The Gulf 
War” (1990-1991), and “The Second 
Intifada” (2000-2002). It doesn’t take 
much searching to see that this con-
flict still burns strongly today. 

Because of the reading that was 
assigned prior to our trip, I knew 
these things. Going into the trip, the 
conflict seemed mangled, virtually 
impossible to solve, frustrating, and 
confusing. I also went into the trip 
without much of my own thinking in 
regards to the conflict, but naturally 
assumed that as a Christian, I was to 
give my support to Israel, “God’s 
chosen people,” in the conflict. What 
Christian wouldn’t, right? 

However, it wasn’t until we went 
on a tour of parts of Jerusalem with a 
guide from an organization called 
Israeli Committee Against Home 
Demolitions (www.icahd.org/eng/) 
that my eyes began to be opened to 
the reality of the situation there and 
my thoughts began to not only be-
come my own, but began to change, 
and change drastically.  

On that day, we learned about 
the desire of the Israeli government 
to create what they call a “purely 
Jewish state” and we tangibly wit-
nessed their many attempts to cleanse 
the land of the “filth” of Palestinians. 
We were told that this “goal” of the 
Israeli government is achieved 
through four main avenues. 

First, the Israeli government has 
constructed what they call a “security 
fence” that encircles the majority of 
Jerusalem. However, this “fence” is 

not a fence at all, but an enormous ce-
ment wall lined with barbed wire and 
charged with electricity. (It is twice as 
high as the Berlin wall.) Scrawled in 
dripping spray paint, statements such 
as “No good comes from this evil 
wall” and “We want to live like every-
body” crowd the slate gray surface. 
This wall not only keeps Palestinians 
from visiting friends, but it also pre-
vents them from going to work within 
the old city of Jerusalem, where 40 
percent of the Palestinian economy is 
based in tourism. 

Second, the Israeli government is 
currently constructing extremely af-
fordable houses and offering them to 
Jews, and only Jews, all over the 
world. These notorious red-tiled build-
ings called “settlements” are popping 
up all around Jerusalem, often on Pal-
estinian lands, and the many develop-
ments are slowly morphing together in 
hopes of eventually eliminating all 
space for those who do not ascribe to 
the Jewish faith. “Settlers” (those Jews 
living within these new developments) 
have been the cause of much hostility 
towards nearby Palestinians, as “settler 
violence” is a common occurrence in 
the land. 

Third, the Israeli government rou-
tinely orders the demolition of Pales-
tinian homes because the lands upon 
which those homes are standing are 
“needed for public property” or are 
“taken for security zones.” Since 1987, 
between 2,200 and 2,650 Palestinian 
homes have been turned to piles of 
rubble by Israeli bulldozers, rendering 
over 16,700 Palestinians homeless, 
over 7,300 of which are children. One 
Palestinian man told us that his family 
home has been demolished three times 
and he has rebuilt it every time. 

Fourth, the Israeli government has 
“sanitized” certain roads to and from 
Jerusalem, meaning that they are not 
for Palestinians to use. This is enforced 
through a system of colored license 
plates and identification cards and only 
Jews, who are issued yellow license 
plates, are allowed to drive on these 
“sanitized” roads.  
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The vast majority of Palestinians 
that we talked to who were living in a 
refugee camp in Bethlehem can see 
Jerusalem in the distance, yet have 
never been to the ancient city, even 
though it is a fifteen-minute drive 
away. 

Obviously, it is clear that some-
thing is not right. There is really only 
one word to describe what is happen-
ing within the borders of Israel: apart-
heid, or racial cleansing. This is a terri-
ble injustice, but it is even more terri-
ble because it is supported by Zionist 
Jews, and even Zionist Christians, who 
claim to worship Yahweh, whom we 
Christians know to be a God of love 
and of justice. 

However, in the midst of all this 
oppression and violence, hope does 
exist. Multiple sources told us that 90 
percent of both sides desperately 
wishes for peace in the land. Also, 
both sides have strong voices calling 
loudly for justice from within. In Heb-
ron, we met with an organization  
called “Breaking the Silence,” found at  
(www.shovrimshtika.org/index_e.asp), 
a group of former Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) soldiers who still practice 
Judaism, but are out to expose crimes 
IDF soldiers have committed during 
their time in service.  

Just recently, an ad campaign was 
launched in the Arab world by a group 
named “Terrorism Has No Relig-
ion,” (www.noterror.info), whose mis-
sion is to “expose the fallacy of the 
distorted and politicized Islamic teach-
ings used by ungodly extremists to 
sanctify and justify terrorism.” We 
also heard stories of Jews, Muslims, 
and Christians all working together to 
rebuild homes demolished by Israeli 
bulldozers. 

So, what can we do? First, we 
need to tell others about what is hap-
pening, in hopes of raising awareness 
regarding these atrocities. Second, we 
must stand and work for justice, with 
our time and our money, in a situation 
where neither side is free from blame. 
Finally, we need to pray earnestly for 
peace, because, ultimately, the only 
true hope for this conflict is found in 
Jesus. 

If you are interested in reading 

Schools. It has been a nurturing and 
encouraging place for them to explore 
the truths of the Bible, to share friend-
ships with children of families also 
seeking God's direction in their home 
life, and to be guided and influenced by 
Christian teachers and principles. One 
of the greatest strengths of the school is 
its commitment to celebrate and pro-
mote the uniqueness of each child--
something that seems so basic and yet 
is missing in a lot of academic settings. 
Each of our children have had the op-
portunity to experience both public and 
Christian education, and it is our hope 
that this has equipped them to integrate 
their faith with life in an increas-
ingly secular world. 

 For a limited time the school is 
waiving the $100 application fee for 
members of our congregation.  Just 
refer to this offer when you submit 
your application and skip writing a 
check. The first day of school is Au-
gust 14, so check out the school and 
quickly apply online at 
www.fresnochristian.com, or ask for 
information and an application to be 
sent to you by mail: 299-1695. Fresno 
Christian looks forward to having more 
students from First Presbyterian 
Church join its student body this fall. 

Opportunity:(Continued from page 3) more about this issue, I strongly en-
courage you to read Whose Land? 
Whose Promise? by Gary Burge, 
professor of New Testament at 
Wheaton College and president of 
Evangelicals for Middle East Under-
standing. It has greatly encouraged 
and equipped me and I pray that it 
will do the same for you, as we all 
seek to live and love like our Savior 
in this world that He has created. 

�������������	
��
����
�����	������	������	
���
��� ��
����������������������	
��
����
�����	������	������	
���
��� ��
����������������������	
��
����
�����	������	������	
���
��� ��
����������������������	
��
����
�����	������	������	
���
��� ��
���������
�����������
�����	�����
	�����
�������������	�����
 ��������
���
��������������
�����	�����
	�����
�������������	�����
 ��������
���
��������������
�����	�����
	�����
�������������	�����
 ��������
���
��������������
�����	�����
	�����
�������������	�����
 ��������
���
���
���	��������	�����
����������������������
��������� ���
�	��
��	�������
	������	��������	�����
����������������������
��������� ���
�	��
��	�������
	������	��������	�����
����������������������
��������� ���
�	��
��	�������
	������	��������	�����
����������������������
��������� ���
�	��
��	�������
	���
������������������
�� �!���"�������"��
�#��
������� $������%��
��������������������
�� �!���"�������"��
�#��
������� $������%��
��������������������
�� �!���"�������"��
�#��
������� $������%��
��������������������
�� �!���"�������"��
�#��
������� $������%��
��
"�����#"�����#"�����#"�����#� �����	���	�������	��	�&�����#�&�����$���'����'()*�+,� 
��������	���	�������	��	�&�����#�&�����$���'����'()*�+,�
 ��������	���	�������	��	�&�����#�&�����$���'����'()*�+,�
 ��������	���	�������	��	�&�����#�&�����$���'����'()*�+,�
 ������
���
��������-��������������
���
������������
��������-��������������
���
������������
��������-��������������
���
������������
��������-��������������
���
���������� ���

-������
	�����
������#�����	���
	��������	��������
 ����
��������������-������
	�����
������#�����	���
	��������	��������
 ����
��������������-������
	�����
������#�����	���
	��������	��������
 ����
��������������-������
	�����
������#�����	���
	��������	��������
 ����
��������������
����	�����������������
�	�
��������������	�����������������
�	�
��������������	�����������������
�	�
��������������	�����������������
�	�
����������� ���������
����������������
��
��	��
	��
���������
����������������
��
��	��
	��
���������
����������������
��
��	��
	��
���������
����������������
��
��	��
	��
���
�������������
���������
���+	��������
�����$����
�� �����	�#�
��	�����
�������������������
���������
���+	��������
�����$����
�� �����	�#�
��	�����
�������������������
���������
���+	��������
�����$����
�� �����	�#�
��	�����
�������������������
���������
���+	��������
�����$����
�� �����	�#�
��	�����
������
�����������	
��	��
���.���
�����	
����������	����	� �&���������������������������	
��	��
���.���
�����	
����������	����	� �&���������������������������	
��	��
���.���
�����	
����������	����	� �&���������������������������	
��	��
���.���
�����	
����������	����	� �&����������������
������/���
���������������	#�$���������	����������� ��������������������/���
���������������	#�$���������	����������� ��������������������/���
���������������	#�$���������	����������� ��������������������/���
���������������	#�$���������	����������� ��������������
�����	����������	
�� �!��������
	�����
�������$�	�� �������������0&��
����������	����������	
�� �!��������
	�����
�������$�	�� �������������0&��
����������	����������	
�� �!��������
	�����
�������$�	�� �������������0&��
����������	����������	
�� �!��������
	�����
�������$�	�� �������������0&��
�����
����
� 1#��	����������������������
���
�����	�
��&� ���������
��	����������
� 1#��	����������������������
���
�����	�
��&� ���������
��	����������
� 1#��	����������������������
���
�����	�
��&� ���������
��	����������
� 1#��	����������������������
���
�����	�
��&� ���������
��	������
�����
�������
��#�������������%��
��"���������)23�����
�������
��#�������������%��
��"���������)23�����
�������
��#�������������%��
��"���������)23�����
�������
��#�������������%��
��"���������)23� ���3454�3454�3454�3454�����

6�����������������������
�
�	�������������������
�� �����	�������6�����������������������
�
�	�������������������
�� �����	�������6�����������������������
�
�	�������������������
�� �����	�������6�����������������������
�
�	�������������������
�� �����	�������� ���7
�8	�7
�8	�7
�8	�7
�8	�

��
	�����������"�����
��	���	�������&�����$���'��9 ����"��
����	���	�
��
	�����������"�����
��	���	�������&�����$���'��9 ����"��
����	���	�
��
	�����������"�����
��	���	�������&�����$���'��9 ����"��
����	���	�
��
	�����������"�����
��	���	�������&�����$���'��9 ����"��
����	���	�
���&�����$���:3��9��		�;�	��$�����	���	�
��&�����$� ���
���	��	������&�����$���:3��9��		�;�	��$�����	���	�
��&�����$� ���
���	��	������&�����$���:3��9��		�;�	��$�����	���	�
��&�����$� ���
���	��	������&�����$���:3��9��		�;�	��$�����	���	�
��&�����$� ���
���	��	���
����<+�
���������=������<+�
���������=������<+�
���������=������<+�
���������=��> >>>�,�	
��,
�
	��
�	?�	���
�������������	������������,�	
��,
�
	��
�	?�	���
�������������	������������,�	
��,
�
	��
�	?�	���
�������������	������������,�	
��,
�
	��
�	?�	���
�������������	�����������
�����
�������
��������
�������
��������
�������
��������
�������
���� ���

Chancel Choir Resumes September 9 
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 The deadline for the September 
Challenger is August 24 at 5:00 
p.m. It will be mailed out Septem-
ber 5. Please submit articles to 
newsletter box in church office. Or, 
call Daphne Saul at 252-4064. 
  

The deadline for “A Place for 
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or 
staff@fpcfresno.org and put Cheryl 
Eaker’s name in the subject box. 
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Rev. James Evans, Senior Pastor 
Rev. David Abdo, Executive Pastor 
Rev. Lana Roberts, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Paul Armstrong, Pastor to the Congregation 
Rev. Thomas Parsons, Pastor Emeritus 
 
Craig Blodgett, Assistant Youth Director 
Dr. Julie Carter , Coordinator, Worship & Music  
Greg Ehlert, Youth Director 
Susan Glover, Administrator 
Terry Jaurena, Mission Director 
Corrie Sands, Birth-Pre K Children’s Director 
Marcie York, K-6 Children’s Director 
Other Church Staff: staff@fpcfresno.org  
Newsletter Staff: 
Editor: Daphne Saul 
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paula 
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple 
 
If you would like to send an e-mail to any staff 
member at First Pres, please address it to: 
staff@fpcfresno.org and include the name of the 
staff member in the subject box. 
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CHELSEA CHEN AND  
JUILLIARD FRIENDS 

IN CONCERT 
“ Remembering Bob Smith with  

Grateful Hearts” 
 

* DATE: Friday, October 12, 
2007 

* TIME : 7:30 p.m. 
* LOCATION : First Pres 

Sanctuary 
 

Admission is free.  
Reception following. 

 
Watch for the upcoming  

article in the September issue 
Of the Challenger. 

 

Blood Drive 
There will be a blood drive 
on August 19, 8 a.m.  to 
12:30 p.m. It will be held in 
the Adult Lounge. 
 
We will have a special “Pint 
for Pint” offering. Everyone 
donating that day will receive 
a coupon for a free pint of ice 
cream at Baskin Robbins. 
 
Of course there will be lots of 
great snacks and great fellow-
ship. We are looking for 50 
donors!!! 
 
—Scott Predmore 

Volunteers Needed 
 
We are seeking to expand our vol-
unteer list to help with labeling 
newsletters. Some extra jobs may 
be needed in the future. This takes 
an hour or two on the first Thurs-
day of each month. Interested? 
Contact Daphne Saul at 252-4064. 


