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THE “"GREAT AWAKENING” SPEAKSTODAY #

| frequently hear reports of the
Holy Spirit energizing spiritual awak-
ening in Christians and in the corpo-
rate body of Christ. Recently I've
heard about remarkable growth of the
church in China and new churches in
Kazakhstan, and also bold withess on
university campuses and in rura Ver-
mont. Here at First Pres we continue to
experience new touches of the Spirit
among our youth and adults. Surely we
live in a season of exciting spiritual
awakening in the Church of Jesus
Christ here and around the world.

For some years | have been study-
ing the Great Awakening in the Ameri-
can colonies during the 1730®and 40©
and its impact on American Christian-
ity and our nation’s founding. It is
clear that the Holy Spirit moves in
similar patterns throughout history.
The same Third Person of the Trinity
is at work in each era. Thus, the dy-
namic movement of the Spirit in the
Book of Acts from Pentecost forward

is often repeated, and with some very
creative adaptations to varied cultural
situations, as He continues to awaken
God’'s people to new vitality in each
era. When we study other eras we
can discover insights about the
Spirit’s working and be encouraged
as to how we can cooperate with Him
today.

On vacation recently | had an
opportunity to do some further re-
search and to visit the town of En-
field, Connecticut, which experi-
enced remarkable spiritual awaken-
ing beginning in 1741 through the
preaching of Rev. Jonathan Edwards
and several other inspiring New Eng-
land preachers. (I was delighted to
find that my great-great-grandfather
seven generations ago and his family
were leaders in a new congregation
that grew out of that awakening!) Let
me share a bit of historical back-
ground and then hold up severa
characteristics of the revival that

have meaning for us in the 21% Cen-
tury.

By about 1700 the descendants of
the English Puritans who had settled
Massachusetts and Connecticut were
becoming concerned that their youth
were not following in the faith and
godly ways of their parents and grand-
parents. The spiritual atmosphere in
New England had cooled significantly.
People attended worship out of habit
and social expectation, and many were
more concerned about worldly goods
and “good times’ than with the vision
of enlarging the Kingdom of God that
had energized the original colonists.
Concerned believers began to pray
earnestly for spiritual awakening in
their towns and for New England as a
whole.

Beginning in 1727 some pastorsin
New England began to see signs of
spiritual awakening, often first among
the youth of their churches, who evi-

(Continued on page 4)

Knit One, Pray Too

Building a culture of prayer takes
time and discipline. Thinking back
over the past year, we can remember
answering a call to pray as a congrega-
tion in many ways: our Lenten series
based on Ben Patterson’s book, Deep-
ening Your Conversation With God,
the Long Range Prayer Team that con-
tinues to meet regularly, and the “Who
will stay awake with me?’ prayer vigil
from Maundy Thursday through Good
Friday. | think, too, of our Cordon of
Prayer, a ministry that's been quietly
holding up the needs and concerns of
others for many years. Our Pastor's
Prayer Partners continue their faithful
service. In addition, there is much
quiet work that goes on in private
hours of prayer.

Just one year ago,
Merlene Samuelian initi-
ated a ministry of prayer
and distinctive warmth
among our congregation.
The practice is to pray
for someone while knit-
ting a shawl for that per-
son. When the recipient is given his
or her shawl, each one is assured
there's “a prayer in every stitch.” At
last count, there were ten “official”
knitters. But there are several others
who have taken to unofficially knit-
ting and praying—including me!
Merlene intended to keep track of the
knitters and shawls, athough today
she laughingly admits, “I’ ve lost con-
trol of it.” She knows of at least

thirty shawls
that have been
knitted with
prayer and
presented to
the recipients
of those
prayers. They
are tangible reminders of the prayers

that have been lifted in the process.
Now, all of that is a good thing in
itself. Giving someone the gift of our
prayer and time is one way of “bearing
one another’s burdens and so fulfilling
the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). But
have you noticed how often God does
more than one thing at a time? While
Merlene has been knitting for others,
(Continued on page 2)



Worship With Exuberance— $ %

One of my favorite memories of
my mentor and Cambria Presbyte-
rian’s former pastor, Walt Robie, is a
marvelous dlide of him in the North,
perhaps Alaska. There is a terrific
rain squal just breaking in the snap
shot, its gray billowing clouds threat-
ening and moisture laden. Just before
the rain line there stands in clear re-
lief, starkly beautiful, a rainbow of
striking color and hue.

Therein front of all of thisis dear
Walt, and in the photo his hands are
raised to the sky, head cast upwards
towards the on-rushing storm. His
back is to us but the tension of the
exuberant joy is written al over him
as he exults in the creation of his God
and thrills in the ferocity of the
weather.

Walt was no spring chicken when
this picture was taken; he was then
and is today a mature senior citizen.
But Walt walks with a zest and en-
ergy that transforms his age into an
asset. | believe, in part, the secret to
Walt's hedth and joy is his worship
life. He enjoys his God, and takes
time to observe with an artist’s eye

what God has wrought in wind and
rock, water and time.

| don’'t claim that worship is a
proverbial fountain of youth, yet |
do promise that its beneficial effects
stretch far beyond the spiritual and

into the physical, rational and the
mental. People who believe and
trust while giving thanks to a be-
nevolent God who in Christ has ini-
tiated with us in saving grace have
much to be glad about, eveninlife’'s
harshest circumstances.

Our church is not known for its
free wheeling charismatic worship,
but 1 hope our lives are lived with a
kind of exuberant gratitude for the
many good gifts of our Holy Creator
that we find rejoicing in private and

&

public seemly and normative. The
social constraints that our inexpress-
ive culture may wish to lay upon us
can be confidently thrown off when
we examine the Bible's many pas-
sages of saints of old exuberantly and
on occasion physically worshipping
their awesome Lord! Examine John
of Patmos’ reaction to God' s presence
in the book of Revelation, or David's
dancing before the Lord as he brings
the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusa-
lem.

The exuberance of the Disciples
at Pentecost contrasts greatly with the
norm of worship of many congrega-
tions in America today. | am not rec-
ommending any one style of worship,
but rather some worshipful attitudes
such as uninhibited zest and holy

thoughtful gratitude, joy, physica
expressiveness, powerful singing,
intense silence, potent stillness,

warmth and peace. Thus worship
ceases to be a spectator enterprise and
instead becomes a participatory inten-
tional practice. Age and generation
fade, for gratitude has aliberating and
energizing effect.

( Knit one—Continued from page 1)

she has found it has actually increased
her prayer life. “Now, when | pick up
those needles, | pray.” The rhythm and
repetitive motion of knitting gives a
point of focus, helping her to concen-
trate.

Another knitter says, “It is abso-
lutely the most wonderful thing I've
been involved with; it reminds me to
pray. | think about the timesin my life
I've wrapped a shawl around my
shoulders in my difficult times with
my husband’s illness. Knowing that
every stitch was a prayer brings tears
to my eyes. | just love doing that for
other people. It perpetuates the prayers
for other people who need to be prayed
for, and keeps the prayer chain going.”

I’'m not advocating we give up
fully devoted prayer time for some-
thing less intentional. Rather, I'm sug-
gesting we add to our habit of daily

prayer. In his classic Practicing the
Presence of God, Brother Lawrence
exhorts a Christian friend, “Anyone
is capable of a very close and inti-
mate dialogue with the Lord. It is
true; some find it easier than others.
But remember, the Lord knows that
fact too! So begin. Whether you are
one who finds this easy or difficult is
not important. Begin. He knows
which category you arein!”

Not a knitter? Wouldn't purl if
your life depended on it? That's
okay! The possibilities for combining
prayer with another endeavor are
many. It seems to me there are loads
of activities we do from time to time
that don't take all our attention.
Noted Christian singer Twila Paris
has composed more than one song
while she washed dishes. Sweeping
or raking or weeding in the garden

seem likely to leave mental energy
available for prayers. And those morn-
ing walks...if you don’t have a walk-
ing companion, what about asking the
Holy Spirit to come aongside and
guide you in prayer? Like Brother
Lawrence, you will find yourself
“practicing the presence of God.”
You'll be carrying others to the Lord
in prayer. You'll be disciplining your
mind and spirit, enriching the culture
of prayer that’s being built among us.
And that, after all, is the purpose and
goal of our prayer shawl ministry.

If you choose to do something
other than knitting while you pray, you
might not have something tangible to
give the person you've been praying
for...and you won't land on Merlene's
“official” knitting list. But your
prayers are guaranteed to land on
God's ear.



Meet Mr. And Mrs. Newcomer

We were exiting the
south door of the church
when my wife, Beverly, and
| spotted them. Mr. and
Mrs. Newcomer were stand-
ing under one of the um-
brellas on the patio lawn.
We went up and introduced
ourselves and said, 2You
must be new here.®

aHow did you know?
Mr. and Mrs. Newcomer
asked. 2Actualy this is our
fourth visit.

awe went through this
seven years ago and recognize the
symptoms. Making the change to a
new church is kind of like marrying
into an extended family that has strong
traditions and close family ties. You
are not sure if Uncle Ned and Aunt
Matilda will as much as shake your
hand and welcome you into the fam-
ily. And even if they do, you wonder
how you will ever learn to know the
eight-hundred relatives that get to-
gether for their reunions.’

a8So0 how did you make the
change® Mr. and Mrs. Newcomer
asked. 2Did your hypothetical Uncle
Ned and Aunt Matilda come and shake
your hand, and have you learned to
know a lot of the family members by
now?

aThe people here are redly quite
open to receiving new family mem-
bers | said. 2Like an extended fam-
ily, this one is broken down into small
groups. The key to learning to know
people is to get into some of these
smaller family groups. Soon after we
began to meet with this family, | de-
cided to attend the Friday Morning
Men's Bible Study group that meets at
Café 309. Then Beverly and | were
invited to what this family cals a
House Church—wonderful for Bible
study. The family offers a variety of
such smaller groups. One that Beverly
and | enjoy a lot is one of several
Mariners groups.”

aWhat kind of group is that? Mr.
and Mrs. Newcomer asked.

8The Mariners
groups have a long
and rich history in
Presbyterian churches
across the country,°
Beverly said. 2Our
group of about thirty
meets once a month.
Each meeting begins
with sharing a mea
and often includes a
special speaker, and
adways a devotional
time.°
| said, 2We try to
keep it a secret from the Board of

Elders, but a each meeting, each
member who wants to buys a raffle
ticket hoping to win the prize of the
month. We laugh together and we pray
together. Most importantly, we learn
to know each other, and have the con-
fidence that members will stand by
and support one another in times of
need. These are thirty people we
would probably never have learned to
know if we had not become members
of the Mariners of First Presbyterian.®

aWhen is your next meeting, and
how do we sign up? Mr. and Mrs
Newcomer asked before we parted
company that day.

Prayer Results

Oftentimes when we pray, God
answers in ways we never could
imagine. That's what happened to
regular First Pres attendee, Mary
Ellen Lung, last winter when she
took home a sign from church one
Sunday advertising the Christmas
Eve services at First Pres.

Mary Ellen and her husband,
Bob, placed the sign in the front yard
of their Sunnyside home, hoping
neighbors might see it and ask about
the service. One neighbor, Karen
Lockwood, did indeed see the sign.
In fact, she saw three signsin her
neighborhood: that of the Lungs,
Dorothy and Bob Griffith, and Doro-
thy and Marty Mazman.

Karen had lost her husband, a
local physician, to heart and kidney
disease in November. Having no
children, she was feeling lonely and
wanted to reach out to neighbors for
support, but was afraid. 2How do you
know who is a good person and safe
for meto talk to? she thought. Then
she saw the sign in Mary Ellen and
Bob's front yard. She remembers that
when she saw that sign, it was like
God was opening a door for her, tell-
ing her to take a chance and reach
out. So one day during one of her
regular walks, as Bob was working in
his front yard, she got up the nerveto
strike up a conversation. He told her

that hiswife also walks regularly in the
neighborhood. They were introduced
and afriendship was born. They began
to walk and talk together regularly.

Mary Ellen has learned all about
Karen'slife. They pray for each
other's needs and still walk together
three to four times a week. It has be-
come a specia bond. At the same time
Karen was caring for her husband,
Mary Ellen was caring for her ill
mother; she suffered from many of the
same ailments Karen' s husband did.
She was able to offer support and un-
derstanding to Karen's grieving heart
at atime when she most needed it. She
learned that Karen is struggling to stay
in the neighborhood she loves, but
needs a Christian roommate to make
ends meet.

Karen didn't make it to Christmas
Eve services and has never even at-
tended First Pres, since she has been a
long-time attendee of another local
church. But God had a bigger purpose
inmind - He
knew what His
children really
needed at that
time. And Mary
Ellen was listen-
ing so she could
come alongside
and be a part of
His plan.




What Do You Do When It HeatsUp? () &

After several days of a@typical® Fresno July, | began to take notice of the
changes; people are not only moving slower, as they should, but they are also
more prone to irritation over the trivial. In trying to be quiet with God | find it
much more difficult to focus and not become drowsy.

It's time to take action to preserve our strength and increase our relationship
with God. Thisis redly a perfect opportunity to spend more time in His presence
because we need to be still. Bring on the books, open your Bible, sit on the floor
and raise your hands in praise and adoration. It's OK to be radical in the confines
of your own home; soon you may enjoy it so much you will actualy find yourself
tempted to praise God openly in aworship service.

| was becoming irritated over something trivia the other day and thought it
was too hot to be upset, so | decided just to smile and move on. To my surprise |
realized it was very hard to stay upset when you smile. Go ahead, try it. It's an
amazing little trick to change a mood. | later tried the same technique when |
heard news that caused me to worry. | asked God to intervene and then decided to

smile, and the tension moved on immediately.

| was reading in 1 Peter and stumbled onto the following verse that says 2Above all, love each other deeply, because
love covers over a multitude of sins.® | always thought flowers covered a multitude of sins! Then 1 Peter goes on to say,
aQffer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God' s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words
of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through

Jesus Christ.°

%

Those verses represent a perfect antidote to the harshness of our hot summer stresses, the need to slow down, choose
our words carefully, acknowledge our need for strength only He can provide, and take time for praise. I' m praying that we
all will get through this run of hot weather with refreshed spirits because we used our time wisely, sitting in the presence

of God.

(Great Awakening—continued from
page 1)

denced an unusual new interest in
coming to worship, attentiveness to the
preaching, conviction of the sinfulness
of their habits and lifestyles, and a de-
sire to know Christ and follow in His
ways. Edwards found this happening
in his parish in Northampton, Massa-
chusetts. He was passionate to see his
people enter into genuine personal
faith in Christ and experience the love
of God and the assurance of heaven,
and he was a pastor of deep devotion
who often went out riding or walking
aone to pray for the Spirit to come to
his people.

As the awakening progressed, Ed-
wards recorded his observations of the
Spirit's work and wrote several trea-
tises in which he documented, inter-
preted, and defended the movements
of the Spirit. Over the next ten years
thousands of New Englanders experi-
enced new life in Christ and came into
active church membership.

Let me make several observa
tions from the experience of our fore-
fathers and mothers 250 years ago,
which illustrate the ways of the Holy
Spirit, who birthed the Church in the
apostolic age, and who is seeking to
renew our lives and our church on
our watch:

First, widespread intercessory
prayer for spiritual awakening pre-
ceded the fresh coming of the Spirit,
as concerned believers saw the
shocking decline of church atten-
dance and disregard for the teachings
of the Bible. As the revival began,
this rising tide of prayer continued to
grow, as people saw the spiritual re-
sponsiveness in many lives. We are
reminded that the first apostles
obeyed Jesus directions to wait to-
gether and pray earnestly for the
Spirit to come and enable them be-
fore they began to proclaim His Gos-
pel with power and effectiveness
(Acts 1). Historians tell us that ear-
nest, believing intercessory prayer

amost aways has preceded a fresh
outpouring of the Spirit.

Second, as the Spirit came in
power, many pastors were given a new
forcefulness in preaching, increased
emphasis on the necessity of personal
conversion, and the ability through
vivid illustrations and analogies to help
their people 2see® the truths of the Bi-
ble and respond with heart as well as
mind. As the early Christians prayed,
the Spirit gave them boldness in pro-
claiming Christ so that many believed
(Acts 4:23-31). Let us pray much for
all who teach the Word!

Third, as the message was being
preached people would be touched
deeply by the Spirit in the conviction
of their sinfulness, and some would
weep or cry out as they became aware
of the seriousness of their sin and spiri-
tual condition outside of Christ. Asin
Acts 2, many would ask, 2What must
we do to be saved® Then, they would

be much comforted as they were coun-
(Continued on page 5)



FROM THE TREASURE CHEST =

The Body Of Christ— Corrie Sands

The idea of the Body of Christ is
very exciting as described in 1 Corin-
thians 12:12, but the physical evidence
of God working in the Body of Christis
awesome. Calvin Miller, in his book
Into the Depths of God, writes, 2In
Eden, ‘self' was a noble word that said
God created perfectly and individualy.
Adam and Eve were strident, unalike,
yet both were strongly like their Maker.
Each of them was a breath
of never-has-been and
never-will-be-again.® |
have had the incredible
privilege of seeing this
great model in action on
our own church staff.
Each of the members on
our staff is created so in-
dividually and so different
from one another. What a
great gift to our church
that God would put such a
motley crew together to
serve a body that is full of their own
individualities.

From our pastora staff to the sup-
port staff in the office and on the
grounds, God has uniquely gifted each
person to handle the tasks that are laid
out for that person to do. For instance,
in one staff meeting recently, Crag
Blodgett was sharing with the staff
about a junior high event, and then ex-
pressed with enthusiasm, 2l love junior
high students! | have a great job!° The
rest of us were amazed, and it hit me—
we are really al uniquely and wonder-
fully made to serve as a part of the

Body of Christ differently.

The most incredible part of my
job is that | get to see those unique
gualities amplified even in the tiniest
treasures at our church. God is so
creative and manifests his ideas and
capacity to work even in and espe-
cidly in the personalities and gifts of
our little nursery and preschool chil-
dren. | continue to be reminded that
we are to be like children if we are to
enter the king-
dom of God.
Something that |
have observed in
the children at
our church is that
they ill have a
sense of awe and
wonder in tact.
They aren't con-
cerned or bur-
dened with the
distractions that
we have as
adults. This allows them to experi-
ence learning about God and his signs
and wonders with a fresh perspective.

God is a master architect and has
built his body to serve His kingdom
purpose. Join me today in taking time
to celebrate the unique ways God has
made you and asking Him what He
would have for you to do as a part of
the Body today.

Our Networkers— Marcie York
Take one Renaissance re-enactor

who enjoys Latin and western martial

arts. Mix him with a college freshman
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AWANA-oving, kid-loving short term
missionary to Cuba. Add in a Fresno
Pacific University junior with a heart
for missions and a proficiency in the
Spanish language. Stir them together
with a singing, dancing, acting, civil
engineering major from the University
of Pacific in Stockton and what do you
have? One amazing example of the
Body of Christ at work in Children's
Ministry through Networkers this sum-
mer!

Hats off to Vernon Burt, Jen Hill,
Emily Williams and Hayley Cook for
not only serving our children in creative
and life changing ways, but for demon-
strating through the joy filled, fatiguing
intensity of summer ministry, the truth
of Romans 12:52%so in Christ we
who are many form one body, and each
member belongsto all the others.®

Their ability to make space for
each other's perspective and giftedness,
to brainstorm and solve problems with
servants hearts, and submit to one an-
other in love will enrich our Children's
Ministry for months to come.

The obvious affection and respect
that all ten Networkers have for each
other has blessed the entire staff and
spurs us al on to 2love and good
works® (Hebrews 10:24). Goodbye and
thank you; it has been awonderful ride.

a8May God himself, the God of
peace, sanctify you through and
through. May your whole spirit, soul
and body be kept blameless at the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do
it° (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24).

(Great Awakening—continued from
page 4)
seled to put their full trust in Jesus
Christ for forgiveness and salvation.
There was a new joy in the love of
God that grew in many hearts and
transformed the atmosphere in the
churches. Are we inviting to hear the
Gospel those we know who have yet to
understand and believe the life-
changing message of God' s love?
Fourth, frequently the initial spiri-
tual response was among the unmar-
ried young people, ages 16 to 26, who

turned away from frequenting the
taverns, @afrolicking®, and 2night
walking,® and began to meet together
to read the Bible, pray, sing, praise
Jesus Christ and fellowship around
spiritual concerns. Let us pray faith-
fully for our children and youth, and
witness to them, so that they have
every possible opportunity to know
and grow in Christ. Are we aware of
the wonderful works of God in our
First Pres youth today? They have
much to teach us al!

Finally, lay people who were

experiencing Christ in a life-changing
way felt compelled by their new joy to
share their new found faith with
friends and neighbors. This brought
many more into the churches to hear
the preaching of the Gospel. Lay per-
sons also began much more frequently
to give leadership and teach Bible
studies in home meetings and youth
meetings. How well are we sharing our
experience of Christ with our
neighbors and friends? Are we en-
gaged in serving Christ, expressing our
faith and spiritual gifts for building up









The deadlinefor the September
Challenger is August 26. It will be
mailed out September 7. Please
submit articles to: Daphne Saul,
daphne4926@sbcgl obal .net, (252-
4064) or leave in newsdletter box in
church office. The deadlinefor “A
Placefor You” iseach Monday at
5 p.m. Please submit announce-
ments to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460)
or ceaker@fpcfresno.org.

;%%%%%%%%%%%%%;
' New Baby '
§ Nicholas Jeffrey Sterling ¢
? Born to ?
! Kurtand Cindy Sterling ¢
; July 15, 2005 ;
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Thank You

Dear First PresFamily,

Harry (Butch) and | would like
to thank you for the outpouring of
love shown in prayers, cards, food,
and calls. We deeply appreciated
all of this. We have certainly felt
cared for. God isinfinitely in our
midst.

—Margaret and Butch Wilson
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Childcare Needed

Mothers Inc. isin need of substitute
childcare workers for our meetings
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each
month, from 9:00 to 11:00 am.
Compensation will be provided.
Please contact Carol Valencia,
(454-9467) if interested.

New Members,
Bill and Helen Lung
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