


Deuteronomy 12
When the Israelites moved into Canaan, they found cities of people who were by comparison very wealthy and sophisticated. The Canaanites’ values and beliefs were a lot like the ones they eat Israelites had in Egypt. So they were naturally tempted to copy their new neighbors, or at least joining with them occasionally just to be sociable. But God wanted Israel to be in Canaan but not of it; he wanted Israel to be pure. 
In some ways, our position as Christians in an unbelieving world is much like Israel's (See 1 Peter 2:11). As you study chapter 12, ask yourself what you can learn about God's character and commands that applies to us and what commands applied only to Israel. 
1. Much of the legal section of Deuteronomy lacks obvious structure, but roughly the first third of the section (chapters 12-16) discusses the proper way to worship the Lord. Why do you suppose Moses addressed right worship first and at such length? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2. Read 12:1-32 preferably more than once. You will notice that Moses repeats himself for emphasis. However, what main commands is he trying to get across? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3. One main command is “Destroy completely all the places … where the nations you are dispossessing worship their gods” (12:2-3) Why was this essential? See 4:24; 5:6-10; 6:4; 7:6; 9:5; 12:31
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. What do you observe from chapter 12 about how Canaanites worshiped their gods?  (see 12:2-3, 31)
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5. The Lord commanded, “You must not worship the Lord your God in their way” (12:4.  Why was it wrong to worship the Lord as the pages worshiped (see Deut. 5:15; 12:31; Leviticus (11:44-45)?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6. What are some of the ideologies and worldviews of non-Christians in your community, workplace and society that might substitute for worship of God?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
a. What are some of the ways your neighbors worship their “gods”? (Think about the ways they use their money, the special days they observe, the rituals they practice.)
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
b. Are you tempted in any ways to participate in the ungodly goals and practices you just mentioned?  If so, what tempts you, and what practical step can you take to resist this temptation?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
The Place the Lord will choose
During the desert journey, the Israelites’ worship centered around the Tabernacle. This tent housed the Ark of the covenant, the altar of sacrifice, and the other articles of Israel's worship. The Tabernacle was the sanctuary where God dwelt among his people. In the desert, the tribes of Israel always camped around the Tabernacle. 
When Israel entered Canaan, the people would no longer all live gathered around the Tabernacle but would scatter across the land. The Lord would choose one city where the Tabernacle would be set up. To this central sanctuary the Israelites would gather three times a year for the great holy days of their faith. They would also gather there to seek the Lord's will for joint projects, such as war. This periodic gathering at a common worship center would keep Israel from disintegrating into self-interested tribes and clans. The Lord wanted his people to become a single nation united in his service. The more each family and clan did as it saw fit in its own region, the more likely the people were to drift into pagan ways and forget their ties to Israelites from other tribes. The book of Judges shows that this is just what happened. 
The books of Joshua, Judges, and Samuel mention authorized sacrifices at places other than the Tabernacle at Shiloh. It may be that except for the main festival's three times a year, authorized priests were permitted to sacrifice at certain times at other sites.  The goal of Deuteronomy 12:4-14 was to limit the number of authorized altars and encourage the people to gather as a nation to worship.  
7. What can we learn from 12:1-14 about the Lord’s character, priorities, and desires for His people that still applies today?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
8. Instead of worshipping as the Canaanites did or however they saw fit, the Israelites were supposed to do certain acts of worship. What kinds of worship does Moses name? 
12:6 _________________________________________________________________________
12:7, 21 ______________________________________________________________________
9. What attitudes toward God do you think these acts of worship expressed?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
10. What attitudes toward fellow worshipers were important?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
11. Put a star by each attitude you named in 9-10 that a Christian should express in worship.  How can you grow in these attitudes?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Canaanite religion 
Sun, rain, and fertility were unpredictable in Canaan, so religion’s chief goal was to influence the divine forces of nature to give these in desirable times and amounts. The primary method of attempting to tap the gods power was “sympathetic magic.” That is, the Canaanites acted out rituals that they wanted their deities to imitate. 
For instance, men performed sex acts with women holy to Baal so that Baal would water the earth. Rites with menstrual blood tapped Astarte’s fertility for the land. The blood of sacrificed animals was eaten or sprinkled on the earth because the blood carried the power of life (see Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 17:10-14; Deut 12:23). Substances that symbolized the great forces of life --dead bodies, blood, Seaman, -- were frequently used in religious magic.
Animals and crops were offered to the gods for various reasons. Sacrifices could purchase a God's favor in war, for the gods were not naturally faithful to humans (see 1 Kings 3:26-27). Sacrifice brought the worshipper into sympathy and rhythm with the physical world -- this was necessary for sympathetic magic. Finally, the gods supposedly needed food and drink just like people. (see Isaiah 57:5-6; Jeremiah 7:18) 

Notes and Questions were taken from LifeChange Series Bible Study book, Deuteronomy. NavPress, 2011.


Zoom.us | Mtg ID: 643 934 043 | Pswd: 015104  		Women on Wednesday | 04.29.2020

